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            P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 

                                   6:33 p.m. 2 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Good evening, 3 

ladies and gentlemen.  This is a public 4 

hearing of the Zoning Commission of the 5 

District of Columbia for Thursday, April 14, 6 

2011.  My name is Anthony Hood.  Joining me 7 

are Vice Chairman Schlater, Commissioner 8 

Selfridge, Commissioner May, and Commissioner 9 

Turnbull. 10 

           We are also joined by the Office 11 

of Zoning Staff Director Weinbaum and Ms. 12 

Sharon Schellin and Ms. Mary Nagelhout from 13 

the Office of Attorney General.  Also the 14 

Office of Planning, Ms. Steingasser, Mr. 15 

Lawson, and Mr. Mordfin. 16 

           This proceeding is being recorded 17 

by a court reporter and is also webcast live.  18 

Accordingly, we must ask you to refrain from 19 

any disruptive noises or actions in the 20 

hearing room.  The subject of this evening's 21 

hearing is Zoning Commission Case No. 10-32.  22 
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This is a request by Georgetown University for 1 

special exception relief pursuant to 210 and 2 

3104.1 of the Zoning Regulations. 3 

           Notice of today's hearing was 4 

published in the D.C. Register on January 28, 5 

2011, and copies of that announcement are 6 

available to my left on the wall near the 7 

door.  This hearing will be conducted in 8 

accordance with provisions of 11 DCMR 3117 as 9 

follows: 10 

           Tonight we are going to do 11 

preliminary matters, applicant's case, and 12 

cross-examination.  That's about as far as I 13 

think we're going to get tonight.  In the 14 

continuum it will be report of the Office of 15 

Planning, report of other Government Agencies, 16 

report of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E, 17 

in this case 2E at this point, organizations 18 

and persons in support, parties in opposition, 19 

organizations and persons in opposition, 20 

rebuttal and closing by the applicant. 21 

           The following time constraints 22 
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will be maintained in this meeting.  The 1 

applicant, 60 minutes; organizations, five 2 

minutes; individuals, three minutes; parties 3 

in opposition as a whole 60 minutes 4 

collectively. 5 

           The Commission intends to adhere 6 

to the time limits as strictly as possible in 7 

order to hear the case in a reasonable period 8 

of time.  The Commission reserves the right to 9 

change the time limits for presentations if 10 

necessary and at no time shall be ceded. 11 

           All persons appearing before the 12 

Commission are to fill out two witness cards.  13 

These cards are located to my left on the 14 

table near the door.  Upon coming forward to 15 

speak to the Commission, please give both 16 

cards to the reporter sitting to my right 17 

before taking a seat at the table. 18 

           Because there are a lot of people 19 

who will come forward to testify, do not give 20 

the court reporter your card until you are 21 

called forward.   22 
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           When presenting information to the 1 

Commission, please turn on and speak into your 2 

microphone first stating your name and home 3 

address.  When you are finished speaking, 4 

please turn your microphone off so that your 5 

microphone is no longer picking up sound or 6 

background noise.   7 

           The decision of the Commission in 8 

this case must be based exclusively on the 9 

public record.  To avoid any appearance to the 10 

contrary the Commission request that persons 11 

present not engage the members of the 12 

Commission in conversation during any recess 13 

or at any time. 14 

           The staff will be available 15 

throughout the hearing to discuss procedural 16 

questions.  Please turn off all beepers and 17 

cell phones at this time so as not to disrupt 18 

these proceedings. 19 

           Would all individuals wishing to 20 

testify please rise to take the oath.  I think 21 

we are going to have to do this at every 22 
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hearing. 1 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  Yes. 2 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  All individuals 3 

wishing to testify please rise to take the 4 

oath. 5 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  Do you solemnly 6 

swear or affirm the testimony you'll give this 7 

evening will be the truth, the whole truth, 8 

and nothing but the truth? 9 

           WITNESSES:  I do. 10 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  Thank you. 11 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you, Ms. 12 

Schellin. 13 

           I just have a few housekeeping 14 

comments I would like to read.  Please be 15 

courteous and respectful at all times to other 16 

guests this evening.  Please refrain from 17 

standing in either of the doorways to the 18 

hearing room.  These doorways must remain 19 

clear for persons to pass easily in and out of 20 

the hearing room. 21 

           If there are no available seats, 22 
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you may sit on the floor as long as you are 1 

not blocking the doorways or pathways to the 2 

doors.  Please refrain from making any noise 3 

this evening from the audience. 4 

           The hearing is being broadcast 5 

live on the D.C. Office of Zoning's website 6 

and visitors are encouraged to watch it via 7 

video if the hearing room is too crowded.  8 

Please do not consume any food or beverages 9 

other than water in the hearing room. 10 

           I would like to thank you.  We 11 

probably need to do that more often. 12 

           Ms. Schellin, do we have any 13 

preliminary matters? 14 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  Yes, sir.  We do.  15 

First, I would like to advise that we have 16 

received the affidavit of maintenance from the 17 

application and it is an order.  Next we have 18 

a couple of party status requests.  Then we 19 

have -- do you want to take up those first? 20 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let's do the party 21 

status request first. 22 
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 1 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  Okay. 2 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Commissioners, we 3 

have a number of requests.  Let's do ANC-3D 4 

which abuts the campus boundaries.  We have 5 

their submission which was given to us. 6 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  Exhibit 21. 7 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you, Ms. 8 

Schellin.  I'm so organized I can't find it 9 

myself.  Okay, it's Exhibit 21.  Let me ask 10 

Mr. Avitabile if you would come to the table.  11 

Oh, I'm sorry.  Ms. Dwyer, if you would come 12 

to the table.  Okay.  Forgive me. 13 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes, I wanted him to 14 

handle the hearing tonight but he deferred to 15 

me. 16 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, okay. 17 

           MS. DWYER:  For the record,  18 

Maureen Dwyer with Goulston & Storrs.  We have 19 

no objection to ANC-3D as a party.  They were 20 

a party in prior cases and we believe that 21 

there is a basis for them being a party in 22 
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this case. 1 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you. 2 

           Commissioners, any objections to 3 

ANC-3D?  Okay.  So ANC-3D will be a party.  4 

Again, 3E is an automatic party so 3E and 3D 5 

ANC's have a party.  They also have request -- 6 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  Chairman Hood, 2E 7 

and 3D. 8 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  2E.  I'm sorry.  9 

2E and 3D also have requested to do a combined 10 

presentation.  I would like to see if we have 11 

a general consensus on that.  Okay.  All 12 

right. 13 

           Next, Commissioner's Exhibit No. 14 

20.  I will make a recommendation to try to 15 

cut to the chase and let's get to the 16 

presentation.  I would recommend to my 17 

colleagues the Citizens Association of 18 

Georgetown be granted party status along with 19 

Burlieth Citizens Association.  I would also 20 

recommend that Ms. Barbara Downs, the 21 

individual; Lawrence and Irene Schaefer, the 22 
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individual; and Edgar Russell, the individual 1 

be denied party status.  The rationale behind 2 

my recommendation for denial because they 3 

could be represented.  One is a member of the 4 

Citizens Association of Georgetown and the 5 

other one is a member of Burlieth Citizens 6 

Association.  That's my recommendation. 7 

           Ms. Dwyer, do you have any 8 

problems? 9 

           MS. DWYER:  We would agree with 10 

that, Mr. Chairman.  We don't believe they are 11 

uniquely affected and they are well 12 

represented by both associations. 13 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay. 14 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I'm sorry.  So 15 

it was the Citizens Association of Georgetown 16 

and Burlieth Citizens Association you're 17 

recommending and the individuals not. 18 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Individuals come 19 

behind.  They are very organized.  They put it 20 

right behind as individuals who are still 21 

members of those associations.  We deny the 22 
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individuals because they can be represented 1 

through the associations. 2 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay. 3 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Are we all in 4 

agreeance?  Okay. 5 

           Next we have Foxhall Community 6 

Citizens Association.  Let me start with your, 7 

Ms. Dwyer. 8 

           MS. DWYER:  We have no objection 9 

to their request for party status.  Again, 10 

they were a party in prior campus plans and we 11 

believe that they meet the test. 12 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  13 

           Commissioners, any objections?  14 

Okay. 15 

           MS. DWYER:  Mrs. Chairman, if I 16 

could just confirm, as you stated earlier, 17 

that the time limit for all of the opposition 18 

parties is one hour collectively. 19 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I'm actually going 20 

to deal with that shortly.  Yes, we have a 21 

request and I'm going to handle that.  I'm 22 
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going to dispose of that tonight also. 1 

 2 

           MS. DWYER:  Thank you. 3 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right.  4 

ANC-2E, 3D, Citizens Association of 5 

Georgetown, and also the Burlieth Citizens 6 

Association also will be given party status 7 

along with the Foxhall Community Citizens 8 

Association will be given party status in this 9 

case. 10 

           Anything else, Ms. Schellin?  Can 11 

we proceed? 12 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  The request for the 13 

timing from CAG and BCA.  They had, as you 14 

just touched on, requested an hour and a half. 15 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  I would 16 

recommend -- my recommendation, Commissioners, 17 

is that we stick to our rules.  I think the 18 

record and the information we get will help 19 

us.  I understand hopefully we can work with 20 

that group and they will condense it to one 21 

hour.   22 
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           All parties will go to one hour 1 

and that's what our rules state.  I would 2 

recommend not deviating from our rules.  Any 3 

objection?  That's just my recommendation but 4 

I'm throwing it out there for discussion.  We 5 

haven't denied you yet.  The best time to do 6 

it, once we deny it I'll bring it to the 7 

table. 8 

           Any discussion? 9 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Mr. Chair, 10 

I just had a question.  Are you saying that 11 

the ANCs and the civic organizations combined 12 

or just the ANCs have one hour? 13 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  The ANCs can go 14 

for four days.  The ANCs are unlimited but 15 

they have asked for an hour and we are going 16 

to work with them with that. 17 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I just 18 

wanted to clarify. 19 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Parties is the 20 

issue.  We have three parties now and the 21 

parties combined -- our regulations say the 22 
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parties get an hour combined. 1 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL: 2 

Collectively.  All right. 3 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I don't really 4 

have an objection since we are sticking with 5 

the existing rules.  I can see that it may be 6 

difficult since I don't know how well the 7 

three different groups have coordinated.  I 8 

now there's been coordination between the two. 9 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  That's kind of why 10 

we were having the discussion tonight because 11 

hopefully between now and our next meeting 12 

they will be able to coordinate that according 13 

to the time limit.  That's why we are doing 14 

this tonight. 15 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I'm fine with 16 

sticking with that. 17 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Everybody fine?  18 

General consensus or does somebody feel like  19 

-- we almost spent 30 minutes on 30 minutes. 20 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Mr. 21 

Chairman, the fact that the three parties are 22 
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combined to one party, I just wonder if that 1 

may necessitate that extra 30 minutes.  I 2 

mean, the alternative is that each party is 3 

broken out individually and then they each get 4 

an hour so I just wonder if the fact that 5 

they've combined maybe necessitates that extra 6 

30 minutes. 7 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Well, Commissioner 8 

Selfridge, as you recall, we had one case 9 

where we have five parties and they still got 10 

an hour so I think we want to stick with our 11 

rules.  I mean, that's just my opinion.  We 12 

can do that if that's the pleasure of the 13 

Commission.  I'm just throwing it out there 14 

for discussion.  We've heard from Mr. 15 

Selfridge. 16 

           Mr. May. 17 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I said before 18 

I'm fine with sticking to the rules. 19 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Vice Chairman? 20 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Mr. 21 

Chairman, I think we should stick with our 22 
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regulations in this case. 1 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Turnbull? 2 

 3 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yeah, I'm 4 

fine with that. 5 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So I don't need to 6 

come to you, Ms. Dwyer. 7 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes.  We would point 8 

out that in every other campus plan case, 9 

which are always complicated and have numerous 10 

parties ranging from five to eight, the 11 

Commission has consistently asked the parties 12 

collectively to stay within that one hour so 13 

there is ample precedent. 14 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right.  15 

           Gentlemen? 16 

           MR. HINES:  Mr. Hines. 17 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Hines, could 18 

you come -- I know you are representing two 19 

organizations.  Could you come and have a seat 20 

and identify yourself? 21 

           MR. HINES:  Richard Hines 22 
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representing the Citizens Association of 1 

Georgetown and the Burlieth Citizens 2 

Association and the individuals who requested 3 

party status but who have been denied.  4 

I would request in connection with those 5 

parties that they be permitted to appear as 6 

witnesses. 7 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, yeah.  Well, 8 

even though they won't be a party, they can 9 

still testify. 10 

           MR. HINES:  Thank you. 11 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You present your 12 

case and they can still testify. 13 

           MR. HINES:  As to the hour versus 14 

an hour and a half, we will try to prune our 15 

presentation to an hour. 16 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you 17 

very much, Mr. Hines.  Appreciate it.  Okay.  18 

That's it.  Thank you. 19 

           Ms. Schellin, do we have anything 20 

else? 21 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  I just want to make 22 
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sure that Mr. Hines understands that hour is 1 

to be split with Foxhall.  He understands 2 

that? 3 

           MR. HINES:  Yes. 4 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  Okay.  Sir, I think 5 

the other preliminary matter we had which was 6 

the request from ANC-2E.  They were requesting 7 

the one hour to be joined with 3D and you've 8 

already granted that.  That was all I had. 9 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So we don't have 10 

anything else? 11 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  No, sir. 12 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Ms. Dwyer, 13 

we are ready to get started.  Is your 14 

microphone one? 15 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes, Mr. Chairman. 16 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I'm sorry.  Hold 17 

on.  I thought we were ready to start. 18 

           Commissioner May. 19 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  I just 20 

need to make a disclosure for the record.  21 

This doesn't affect my ability to participate 22 
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in the case in my view but I will disclose the 1 

fact that I am a graduate of Georgetown 2 

University a very, very long time ago.  I've 3 

sat on numerous cases since then and I would 4 

intend to participate in this case. 5 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Would you like to 6 

tell us what kind of grades you made?  All 7 

right.   8 

           Ms. Dwyer, let's go over the 9 

experts. 10 

           MS. DWYER:  Exhibit P to our 11 

prehearing submission contains the resumes of 12 

the three experts that we would like 13 

qualified.  Dan Van Pelt has been qualified 14 

before as an expert in the field of 15 

transportation planning.   16 

           Eric Smart has appeared before you 17 

as an expert in the field of real estate and 18 

economics consulting.  Both of their resumes 19 

are attached.  Alex Cooper is someone who has 20 

not appeared before you.  His resume is 21 

attached.  I would like to qualify him as an 22 
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expert in the field of architecture and land 1 

planning. 2 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you, Ms. 3 

Dwyer. 4 

           Commissioners, I think we can 5 

dispel with Dan Van Pelt and Mr. Smart.  As 6 

already stated by Ms. Dwyer, they have been 7 

previously accepted.  The only issue with us, 8 

you said Alexander Cooper? 9 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes. 10 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Is Mr. 11 

Cooper in the field of architecture and land 12 

planning? 13 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes. 14 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  As stated by Ms. 15 

Dwyer, that's behind Tab P. 16 

           MS. DWYER:  And that's to our 17 

prehearing submission. 18 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Now, we will take 19 

up the opposition's experts at a different 20 

time, Mr. Hines. 21 

           I saw him come to the table.  We 22 
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will take that up -- 1 

           MR. HINES:  I was just going to 2 

say that we stipulate that they are all 3 

experts. 4 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Yeah, but we're 5 

going to deal with that when we get to your 6 

presentation. 7 

           MR. HINES:  I'm talking about 8 

their experts. 9 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, you're saying 10 

the experts are all experts? 11 

           MR. HINES:  Yes. 12 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  That's very nice 13 

of you.  I have to see if these experts think 14 

the same thing.  Okay. 15 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Mr. Cooper 16 

is fine. 17 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay, good.  Okay, 18 

Ms. Dwyer. 19 

           MS. DWYER:  Great.  Thank you.  20 

Then I'm going to call the team up and we will 21 

get started. 22 
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           Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and 1 

members of the Commission.  For the record 2 

again, I'm Maureen Dwyer with Goulston & 3 

Storrs, counsel for the applicant, Georgetown 4 

University.  With me tonight is Dave 5 

Avitabile, also with our firm. 6 

           We are pleased to be here tonight 7 

to present the University's 2010 Campus Plan 8 

for your approval.  Since the adoption of the 9 

Zoning Regulations Georgetown University has 10 

submitted 10 campus plans for review and 11 

approval and this is the third one that I've 12 

had the privilege to work on. 13 

           Over the last 10 years this 14 

Commission has also approved six further 15 

processing applications for Georgetown and 16 

five of those were by summary order.  These 17 

buildings include the Performing Arts Center, 18 

the CyberKnife Radiation Treatment Facility, 19 

two new academic buildings, and athletic 20 

facilities. 21 

           As the witnesses will discuss, 22 
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this case represents the culmination of an 1 

extensive planning process among the 2 

University, MedStar, the Office of Planning, 3 

and the community to come up with a 4 

development plan that meets the University's 5 

forecasted academic, student life, and 6 

healtcare needs within its existing campus 7 

plan boundaries.   8 

           I should point out that the 9 

University has had the same boundaries since 10 

1966 when NCPC first approved its master plan 11 

so we are proposing no expansion and no change 12 

to our boundaries. 13 

           In many respects the plan is an 14 

update of prior campus plans and carries 15 

forward projects approved under the 2000 16 

Campus Plan, as well as several new projects 17 

and facilities.  In addition, it builds upon 18 

Georgetown's historical housing commitments by 19 

adding an additional 250 beds. 20 

           Specifically, and as the witnesses 21 

will discuss, as a result of the significant 22 
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concessions made by the University, we believe 1 

this Campus Plan is not likely to be 2 

objectionable in terms of noise, traffic, 3 

number of students, or other objectionable 4 

conditions and that we meet the special 5 

exception test. 6 

           By way of background, Georgetown's 7 

2000 Campus Plan was finally approved by the 8 

BZA in 2007 after two court appeals and two 9 

remands.  In affirming the 2000 Campus Plan 10 

the D.C. Court of Appeals made a number of 11 

significant findings. 12 

           (1) That there are limits on the 13 

power of zoning to regulate the internal 14 

affairs of a university. 15 

           (2) That imposing caps on 16 

enrollment approaches, if not goes beyond, 17 

those limits. 18 

           (3) That the goal is to strike a 19 

balance between the legally protected rights 20 

of a university and the legitimate interest of 21 

a community. 22 
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           We believe this Campus Plan meets 1 

that legal test.  We are voluntarily proposing 2 

limits and conditions which if taken as a 3 

whole will be acceptable to the University.  4 

We have struck the appropriate balance between 5 

the rights of the institution and the interest 6 

of its neighbors. 7 

           I do want to be clear that the 8 

conditions we are proposing including our 9 

proposed population limits are conditioned on 10 

approval of all aspects of the Campus Plan 11 

which is a carefully thought out and 12 

integrated document. 13 

           In the event new conditions are 14 

proposed, Georgetown will consider them and 15 

whether they fall within the acceptable realm 16 

of the University's academic mission and 17 

whether they fall within the limits 18 

established by the Court. 19 

           In the event there are conditions 20 

which are not acceptable to the University we 21 

are putting on the record our right to 22 
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challenge them, not only the new conditions 1 

but those we have proffered since they are 2 

part of an interdependent Campus Plan. 3 

           It is our sincere hope that you 4 

will find and recognize the significance of 5 

the conditions and concessions we have 6 

proposed and approve this plan. 7 

           As the witnesses will discuss, 8 

this Campus Plan does the following; it allows 9 

for physical development on campus to meet 10 

critical needs for academic, athletic, student 11 

life, and hospital facilities.  It improves 12 

on-campus vehicular and pedestrian circulation 13 

for pedestrian safety and landscape 14 

improvements.   15 

           It provides a new loop road for 16 

GUTS buses that will remove the buses from the 17 

surrounding community.  It continues and 18 

enhances Georgetown's commitment to 19 

sustainability, and it improves upon 20 

Georgetown's outstanding off-campus student 21 

life program that has been a model for other 22 
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universities nationwide. 1 

           Finally, it adds an additional 250 2 

undergraduate beds to Georgetown's historical 3 

commitment to provide on-campus housing for 4 

its students.  Most importantly, and as you 5 

will hear from the witnesses, Georgetown has 6 

listened to its neighbors and city agencies.  7 

           Every component of this plan has 8 

been studied and numerous concessions have 9 

been made.  The end result is a plan that 10 

meets all of the zoning requirements and 11 

merits your approval.   12 

           The testimony you're about to hear 13 

will describe the comprehensive and thoughtful 14 

process that took place over the last two 15 

years leading to today's hearing.  If there 16 

are no questions, I would like to proceed with 17 

the first witness, Dr. DeGioia, president of 18 

Georgetown University. 19 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Thank you, Mr. 20 

Chairman, members of the Commission.  Good 21 

evening.  I'm grateful for this opportunity to 22 
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be with you here tonight to discuss 1 

Georgetown's proposed 10-year Campus Plan. 2 

           One of the goals of this plan is 3 

to reaffirm Georgetown's commitment to 4 

citizenship and partnership with the City of 5 

Washington, D.C., a commitment that has been 6 

strengthened each year since the University's 7 

founding 222 years ago. 8 

           Tonight it's my pleasure to 9 

describe the ways we envision this partnership 10 

extending over the next 10 years as we 11 

continue to embody our values and identity as 12 

a Catholic and Jesuit university in the heart 13 

of our nation's capital.  I especially wish to 14 

recognize and thank all of our students who 15 

are here with us this evening to offer their 16 

support. 17 

           Since the approval of our 2000 18 

Campus Plan we have strengthened our tradition 19 

of excellence becoming one of the ten most 20 

selective universities in the nation for 21 

undergraduate admissions. 22 
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           Georgetown students also achieve 1 

the highest levels of academic excellence with 2 

more than 160 student winning Marshall, 3 

Mitchell, Truman, Fulbright and Rhodes 4 

Scholarships, among others, over the past 5 

decade. 6 

           Our students are committed to 7 

service with large numbers joining the Peace 8 

Corps and Teach for America upon graduation.  9 

Our alumni go on to lead distinguished careers 10 

in all sectors whether as members of 11 

government, as humanitarians, or as leaders in 12 

the corporate sector. 13 

           Georgetown has been a significant 14 

contributor to the Washington D.C. community 15 

in direct ways.  Hundreds of our students 16 

tutor and mentor students in D.C. public 17 

schools and we engage in extensive outreach in 18 

Ward 7 including the promised Neighborhood 19 

Initiative. 20 

           Members of our community also have 21 

provided thousands of hours of free legal 22 
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advice and free medical care to D.C. residents 1 

who otherwise would not have access to these 2 

services.  Georgetown's economic impact on the 3 

District also is significant.   4 

           According to the Washington, D.C. 5 

comprehensive annual financial report for 6 

fiscal year 2010 Georgetown is the city's 7 

largest private employer.  We pay 8 

approximately $127 million in wages and 9 

salaries to employees who live in the 10 

District, and approximately $9 million in 11 

total taxes to the District. 12 

           We also have $24,000 alumni who 13 

live within the District boundaries and more 14 

than 42,000 who reside in the D.C. Metro area.  15 

To summarize, we bring students to D.C. who 16 

then choose to stay and contribute to the 17 

economic vitality of the city. 18 

           There are few relationships we are 19 

more committed to than our relationships with 20 

our neighbors.  Over the years Georgetown has 21 

reached out to the communities immediately 22 
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surrounding the University in significant ways 1 

from in-person meetings to electronic 2 

communications to vigorous programs and 3 

services we have worked to build sustainable 4 

and respectful relationships. 5 

           Since 1990 University 6 

representatives and student leaders have met 7 

on a quarterly basis with representatives of 8 

local advisory neighborhood commissions and 11 9 

community groups.  We also have created other 10 

more frequent forum for discussion like our 11 

Alliance for Local Living, which meets 12 

monthly, to describe University impacts within 13 

the community.   14 

           Through our office of Off-Campus 15 

Student Life we have developed proactive and 16 

effective programs to provide a range of 17 

comprehensive services to address safety, 18 

noise, trash collection, and student neighbor 19 

relations in particular. 20 

           This attention to proactive 21 

engagement in constructive collaboration with 22 
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our neighbors has guided the development of 1 

our current campus plan.  This plan has been 2 

created with rigor and care reflecting more 3 

than two years of planning and evaluation of 4 

the University's forecasted needs and the 5 

shared concerns of our surrounding community. 6 

           The result is a modest campus plan 7 

with four mutually reinforcing goals: to allow 8 

Georgetown to maintain our role as a premier 9 

academic community; to support both the campus 10 

and neighborhood communities; to advance 11 

Georgetown's mutually beneficial relationship 12 

with the District; and to continue and enhance 13 

sustainable environmental stewardship. 14 

           There are many ways this plan 15 

realizes these goals.  Please allow me to 16 

mention just a few highlights.  Under the 2010 17 

Campus Plan the University will continue to 18 

improve academic, athletic, and student life 19 

facilities on campus.  The plan carries 20 

forward projects from the 2000 plan all within 21 

current campus boundaries.   22 
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           It focuses on additions to 1 

Lauinger Library, new academic facilities at 2 

the medical center, and the construction of 3 

both a student center in the new south 4 

building and a new athletic training facility.  5 

           In addition, we have agreed to 6 

allow MedStar to study a range of options on 7 

our campus including North Kehoe Field for the 8 

construction of a new hospital to adequately 9 

meet future health care needs.  10 

           Georgetown also is committed to 11 

advancing sustainability on our campus.  All 12 

new facilities and major renovations to 13 

existing facilities will be designed a minimum 14 

of LEED silver certification.  We have adopted 15 

a goal of reducing our carbon footprint by 16 

half by 2020. 17 

           Taken together the elements of our 18 

campus plan demonstrate Georgetown's 19 

fundamental commitments to being a good 20 

citizen.  It is within this context that I 21 

would like to directly address the major 22 
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concerns voiced by our neighbors in the city 1 

pertaining to the plan as a way to demonstrate 2 

the seriousness of Georgetown's desire to work 3 

with our neighbors and the District. 4 

           The first area of concern is the 5 

volume of students on campus.  To address this 6 

issue we are making substantial commitments.  7 

We will adopt for the first time in our 8 

history a voluntary maximum on enrollment on 9 

the Georgetown campus of 15,000 students and 10 

will continue current limits on undergraduate 11 

and medical student enrollment. 12 

           We will also locate at least 1,000 13 

continuing study students to an off-campus 14 

location by December 31, 2013.  These 15 

commitments have been made in direct response 16 

to community concerns pertaining to the 17 

already very modest level of growth projected 18 

in the 2010 campus plan since it will shift 19 

growth in those programs most associated with 20 

parking and traffic impacts to alternate 21 

locations. 22 
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           It also will better serve 1 

residents of the District by placing excellent 2 

programs in Metro accessible locations 3 

allowing for greater enrollment opportunities 4 

for our local adult students.   5 

           Additionally, this limits the 6 

amount of growth on campus over the next 10 7 

years to our traditional graduate students, 8 

the vast majority of whom choose not to live 9 

in the adjacent neighborhoods and who average 10 

30 years of age. 11 

           The second area of concern is 12 

undergraduate student housing based on 13 

dialogue with the city and community and our 14 

deeper understanding of the best and strategic 15 

course of action for the University and our 16 

neighbors we commit to creating 250 more beds 17 

for undergraduates. 18 

           By the Fall of 2014 we will either 19 

file a further processing application for a 20 

location in the heart of campus or local these 21 

beds off campus out of residential 22 
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neighborhoods.   1 

           Since 1989 we have committed to 2 

1,083 new undergraduate beds.  One of the most 3 

promising sites that we have identified on 4 

campus is to convert the Leavey Center Hotel 5 

into a residence hall.  Our first priority is 6 

coming to a point of resolution on this issue. 7 

           While I understand that many in 8 

the community would like us to house 100 9 

percent of our undergraduates on campus, there 10 

are three primary reasons why a 100 percent 11 

commitment is not feasible.   12 

           One, we simply do not have the 13 

space on campus to make this a viable option.  14 

Two, it is not a responsible financial 15 

decision for the University.  Over the past 16 

decade we have spent $180 million in 17 

constructing the Southwest Quadrangle Project 18 

and another $60 million in renovation of 19 

existing residence halls.   20 

           Based on our commitment to a 21 

voluntary maximum enrollment on campus in 22 
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combination with our tuition dependency, 1 

housing 100 percent of students is not 2 

possible from a financial perspective.   3 

           Three, we must take into account 4 

the fact that some of our juniors and seniors 5 

will choose to live off campus.  It is their 6 

right to do so and, for some of our students, 7 

a significant part of their undergraduate 8 

experience. 9 

           The third area of concern is 10 

parking and traffic.  After further 11 

transportation analysis, discussions with 12 

MedStar Health, and conversations with the 13 

community we are rescinding any requests for 14 

more parking on campus at this time. 15 

           This topic may be taken up at a 16 

later date in collaboration with MedStar as 17 

they continue to develop their physical plan 18 

for the hospital.  Until then we are asking 19 

for no new parking spaces. 20 

           We will also strengthen our 21 

commitment to sustainable transportation 22 
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solutions building on the success of our 1 

Georgetown University Transportation Shuttle.  2 

We call it GUTS.  We are prepared to fund the 3 

construction of an internal loop road that 4 

will improve GUTS service to and from our 5 

campus. 6 

           The internal loop road will permit 7 

us to reorient GUTS buses away from the 8 

neighborhood streets alleviating community 9 

concerns pertaining to traffic.  We will do 10 

this in consultation with the National Park 11 

Service mindful of the need to protect 12 

adjacent parkland. 13 

           These commitments are significant 14 

and have been made specifically in response to 15 

dialogue with our neighbors.  Let me 16 

summarize.  We will adopt a voluntary maximum 17 

on enrollment on the Georgetown campus of 18 

15,000 students and continue current limits on 19 

undergraduate and medical student enrollment. 20 

           We will locate at least 1,000 21 

continuing study students to an off-campus 22 
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location by December 31, 2013.  We will commit 1 

to creating 250 more beds for undergraduates 2 

by either filing a further processing 3 

application for a location in the heart of our 4 

campus by locating these beds off campus by 5 

the Fall of 2014.   6 

           We will build an internal loop 7 

road to alleviate the Georgetown University 8 

Transportation Shuttle bus traffic in the 9 

neighborhoods surrounding campus. 10 

           I hope that this list conveys our 11 

deep and enduring commitment to working with 12 

our neighbors in the city as a thoughtful and 13 

reasonable partner as we have over the past 14 

222 as we will for the next 222. 15 

           As a university community we 16 

understand that our location in Georgetown is 17 

one of our greatest assets.  We also 18 

understand that as a Catholic and Jesuit 19 

university committed to service and the 20 

education of women and men for others, we have 21 

the responsibility to act as model citizen and 22 
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as a friend to our neighbors, even to those 1 

who do not always share our perspective.  This 2 

way of being is embodied in our Jesuit 3 

tradition which places dialogue at the center 4 

of the educational experience and reflects the 5 

characteristic spirit that enlivens our 6 

approach to learning, to teaching, and to 7 

service to our city, our nation, and the 8 

world. 9 

           We intend to pursue this tradition 10 

in everything we do including this campus plan 11 

process.  I'm grateful for this opportunity 12 

and I look forward to your questions and 13 

comments.  Thank you. 14 

           MS. DWYER:  Thank you.  Our next 15 

witness will be Alex Cooper with Cooper 16 

Robertson to describe the physical campus and 17 

the existing and proposed buildings and uses. 18 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let me just 19 

interrupt for a moment.  First, we want to 20 

thank our President DeGioia for coming down to 21 

testify.  What I wanted to do -- I didn't know 22 
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your schedule, and we always do this with 1 

presidents because we appreciate your 2 

testimony -- we were going to ask questions.  3 

Are you going to stay with us the remainder?  4 

So you're going to be here with us until 5 

midnight?  Okay.  Great.  We'll ask our 6 

questions at the end. 7 

           MS. DWYER:  And he's missing his 8 

son's art night at school to do this.  It's a 9 

real commitment. 10 

           Alex, would you proceed with your 11 

testimony.  Thank you. 12 

           MR. COOPER:  Thank you. 13 

           Commissioners, thank you.  Please 14 

to be here on this side of the table.  15 

Difficult -- two years to work on it and 10 16 

minutes to explain it so it's going to be a 17 

little bit brief but I'll try to cover it. 18 

           This plan is really a physical 19 

manifestation of the president's goals and 20 

themes that he just spoke about, very deeply 21 

so.  The neighborhood context is very graphic.  22 
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You can see the surrounding neighborhoods.  It 1 

is surrounded by five neighborhoods.   2 

           The campus is also bordered by the 3 

National Park and by the Potomac River.  As 4 

you can well see, it is very constrained on 5 

all of its edges which, as mentioned, has not 6 

changed. 7 

           The aerial photograph reveals that 8 

there are patterns on the campus of extensive 9 

open space, mostly athletics.  There's also a 10 

lot of parking, open parking, that shows up in 11 

many places on the campus.   12 

           All of this abuts a very rich 13 

urban fabric immediately next door.  What is 14 

less apparent but nonetheless an everyday 15 

issue is it has very limited automobile access 16 

from Reservoir Road and from Canal Street, 17 

limited access onto the campus. 18 

           This is an image of the 19 

orientation of the campus.  It breaks 20 

nationally into seven prescints that we worked 21 

with as planning precincts.  These prescints 22 
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were shaped by history and by geography 1 

mostly.   2 

           By history the historic entrance 3 

to the campus at O and 37th right on the 4 

Hilltop and then geography, the topography 5 

changes on the campus from the south up to the 6 

north by 100 feet.  That's a steep, steep 7 

elevation.           8 

           There's also a cliff that cuts 9 

from northwest to southeast across the campus 10 

which creates very strange physical conditions 11 

for a lower campus and basically an upper 12 

campus. 13 

           The campus plan itself really just 14 

builds upon the existing logic that is on the 15 

site right now.  There are modest new building 16 

opportunities.  The president mentioned the 17 

athletic training facility adjacent to 18 

McDonough Gym, a prominent roof over the Kehoe 19 

Field and Yates.   20 

           Medical Center, there are new 21 

additions, however small, to the medical 22 
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campus.  The Lauinger Library has an addition 1 

long planned and funds being raised.  In the 2 

picture of the whole campus those are quite 3 

modest. 4 

           Frankly, the focus of the plan had 5 

been on the public realm in the campus.  That 6 

means streets.  There are two primary streets 7 

that we focused on.  One is library walk that 8 

goes all the way from Healy all the way to 9 

McDonough and that is a very major movement 10 

pattern.  And probably perhaps even bigger 11 

north/south on Tondorf Drive all the way up to 12 

Reservoir Road.  This is being conceived now 13 

as a combination mixed pedestrian and vehicle 14 

paths. 15 

           The open spaces, the multi-use 16 

facility, is now about to be finished.  17 

Sitting right in the heart of the campus and 18 

near it and adjacent to it Tondorf Circle is 19 

a new public open space on campus that will be 20 

very critical to the life of the students. 21 

           The existing conditions, there are 22 
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some natural clusters on the campus.  It takes 1 

a while -- it took me a while -- to understand 2 

them.  The hospital and medical center to the 3 

north.  To the west all the athletic 4 

facilities are grouped.  To the south is where 5 

we find most of the residential facilities.  6 

To the east not only the entrance but most of 7 

the academic facilities are to the east. 8 

           The proposed conditions really 9 

don't change that pattern very much.  I like 10 

to think of it as an editing of the campus as 11 

it exist.  For academic there is a tiny little 12 

addition here to the Reese Science and Medical 13 

Center.  It has three or four buildings, tiny 14 

ones, that are expanding.  And the Lauinger 15 

Library that I mentioned. 16 

           Campus life has been a powerful 17 

theme of this plan.  Library Walk that I 18 

mentioned is one of them.  This building in 19 

the very new south is former dining and is now 20 

being converted to a new student affairs 21 

facility. 22 
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           Athletics has gotten some 1 

additions.  The athletic training facility now 2 

slightly reoriented abutting McDonough, and a 3 

tiny extension on McDonough, only 10,000 feet 4 

on the north side, and then this roof over 5 

Kehoe which has a lot of very practical 6 

advantages actually.  The residential units, 7 

the 250 units that the president mentioned, 8 

that location is uncertain now either on 9 

campus or off campus. 10 

           This is a very key drawing about 11 

the campus organization, circulation.  The 12 

point of this was to connect all of these 13 

prescints to each other and to somehow find a 14 

way to navigate this very, very difficult 15 

terrain of 100 feet lift. 16 

           The two north/south connections 17 

are perhaps the most important, Tondorf in 18 

this direction.  There is a connection that is 19 

hard to see.  There's going to be two small 20 

bridges built from the medical center over 21 

this road near the helipad onto the campus and 22 
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then through the campus which will make life 1 

much easier for people in the north. 2 

           In the east/west connections from 3 

very, again, high elevations to the east and 4 

lower ones to the west Library Walk is one.  5 

The Healy Law to McDonough is another ending 6 

in Hoya Court which will be a new open space 7 

right adjacent to the gym and the fields. 8 

           The third is, in fact, from the 9 

Copley Lawn coming across through Tondorf next 10 

to the business school going all the way to 11 

the observatory.  This pattern of trying to 12 

link all of these different pieces to the 13 

campus together will make a very powerful 14 

organized system on the campus. 15 

           The loop road, this is just a very 16 

abbreviated graphic of it.  It shows the GUTS 17 

buses will be able to come in from Canal and 18 

have a stop and keep going in a one-way 19 

pattern in this direction and would be able 20 

to, in fact, exit onto Canal Street itself.  21 

           That is how the president's 22 
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mentioning this will reduce bus traffic within 1 

the bordering communities, that's how that 2 

would work.  This is being done strictly on 3 

University land and is completely free of the 4 

limit, the extension of the Sky Plane for the 5 

National Park so it completely composed Loop 6 

Road. 7 

           The commitment to sustainability, 8 

hard to put in just a few phrases.  The 9 

president mentioned a number of things.  The 10 

history of leadership goes to things like the 11 

solar array that was put onto of the ICC 12 

building 25 years ago, those kinds of things. 13 

           The LEED silver he mentioned, the 14 

chilled water storage that is below, in fact, 15 

the Leavey Center.  There are a lot of ongoing 16 

activities and the president focused on the 17 

transportation initiatives which are a very 18 

great part of the sustainability effort.  In 19 

the working of the plan the connectivity of 20 

all of the parts and the sustainable 21 

environment are probably, I think, the two 22 
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most powerful themes that we worked on. 1 

           Thank you very much. 2 

           MS. DWYER:  Thank you, Mr. Cooper. 3 

           Now I would like to Ask Dr. 4 

O'Donnell, the Provost, to talk about the 5 

existing and proposed enrollment and the new 6 

methodologies. 7 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Thank you, 8 

Maureen. 9 

           Mr. Chairman and Commissioners, 10 

good evening.  Thank you for your service to 11 

our community.  My name is Jim O'Donnell.  I 12 

have been Provost of Georgetown University for 13 

nine years.  I live in lower Georgetown. 14 

           Our students are not numbers but I 15 

will speak of numbers this evening in order to 16 

speak of the way we propose to shape our 17 

community for the decade to come.  I want to 18 

begin with the fundamental commitments that we 19 

have in the plan as we have proposed it. 20 

           First, we propose to maintain our 21 

undergraduate enrollments at their currently 22 
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permitted levels.  Second, we propose to 1 

maintain medical school enrollments; that is, 2 

specifically the enrollments for those 3 

training for the MD degree also at their 4 

current levels. 5 

           Third, we propose modest and 6 

targeted growth in our graduate programs, 7 

mainly in traditional programs.  Fourth, we 8 

plan as a fundamental feature of managing to 9 

this new voluntary enrollment maximum to 10 

simplify, streamline, and to make more 11 

transparent our methods of counting by using 12 

the so-called IPEDS numbers from the 13 

institutional post-secondary education data 14 

systems mandated by and managed by the United 15 

States Department of Education. 16 

           Fundamental new commitment in this 17 

plan is that we move now for the first time, 18 

as President DeGioia said, to offering a 19 

voluntary enrollment maximum for the headcount 20 

of students on our main Hilltop campus.  We 21 

are proposing in the revised filing a total of 22 
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15,000 students for that campus.  That is 1 

reduced from 16,133 that were in the filing of 2 

30 December 2010. 3 

 4 

           In the Fall of 2010 we had 14,033 5 

students by that counting methodology.  This 6 

means that we are requesting a room in which 7 

to grow by 967 students over the course of the 8 

next 10 years and that will be based, as I 9 

said, on the IPEDS enrollment numbers. 10 

           At the same time an important and 11 

fundamental commitment that we are very 12 

excited about, we propose to locate 1,000 of 13 

the students in our School of Continuing 14 

Studies at a location somewhere not on Hilltop 15 

or one or more satellite locations.   16 

           We have a small one now at 17 

Clarendon across the river and we are actively 18 

engaged in pursuing real estate investigations 19 

on the D.C. side.  We are committing to make 20 

this location of 1,000 students by no later 21 

than December 31, 2013. 22 
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           Our students fall mainly into the 1 

categories of graduate and undergraduate.  For 2 

the graduate numbers we proposed projections 3 

in the year 2000 plan.  Not a commitment, not 4 

a maximum, for projections of where we thought 5 

growth would go between 2000 and 2010. 6 

           We did so using administratively 7 

convenient methods of counting by which we 8 

refer to something called financial full-time 9 

students.  This is a standard methodology used 10 

in higher education for counting people and 11 

the money that comes with them.   12 

           That methods tends to represent a 13 

smaller number than headcount would show you.  14 

If you do appropriate apples-to-apples 15 

comparison over the last decade, you will see 16 

that we have, in fact, managed successfully to 17 

the projections, not commitment, that we made 18 

in the year 2000.   19 

           We are confident that having done 20 

that in the last 10 years we will be able to 21 

manage to a voluntary enrollment maximum for 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 55 

the graduate students and all the students of 1 

the University over the next decade. 2 

           Undergraduate enrollment.  In our 3 

prior plans we calculated undergraduate 4 

enrollment by excluding several categories of 5 

the students who register as undergraduate.  6 

Particularly, nontraditional students.  We 7 

also averaged the Fall and Spring numbers, 8 

Fall and Spring semester numbers for our 9 

students. 10 

           It is very important to say that 11 

Georgetown University has fully, consistently, 12 

and accurately adhered to the commitments of 13 

those currently permitted levels in every year 14 

that we have been governed by them and we have 15 

done so with pride.  16 

           Because we are combining now 17 

graduate and undergraduate numbers and 18 

voluntary enrollment maximum we need to change 19 

the methodology for counting to make it more 20 

consistent proposing to do so in a way that 21 

does not advantage us and, in fact, probably 22 
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disadvantages us slightly, by moving to a more 1 

simple and transparent method now for counting 2 

undergraduate students. 3 

           We will limit the exclusions that 4 

we have benefitted from in the past and we 5 

will also eliminate the Fall and Spring 6 

averaging.  The IPEDS numbers are registered 7 

in the Fall of the year at a date mandated by 8 

the United States Department of Education. 9 

           The only exclusions that we will 10 

now have on the numbers that we report will 11 

include non-degree students, students in the 12 

School of Continuing Studies, and those older 13 

students who already hold a bachelors degree 14 

who return to Georgetown in order to get a 15 

second degree and qualify as professional 16 

nurses in our School of Nursing and Health 17 

Studies.  They will, of course, be counted 18 

under our overall voluntary enrollment 19 

maximum. 20 

           So we have a new number we propose 21 

and it's a number that looks larger than the 22 
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one we had in 2000.  The new voluntary 1 

enrollment maximum number for the next 10 2 

years for undergraduates is 6,675.  Simplest 3 

and most important thing to say about that 4 

number if that old counting methodology 6,016 5 

equals new counting methodology 6,675.   6 

           It is the same number of students 7 

admitted in the same way.  The principal 8 

exclusion that we are giving up is the 9 

exclusion for the approximately 400 students 10 

per semester who are studying abroad.  They 11 

will now be counted within the 6,675 to which 12 

we commit ourselves to managing. 13 

           This gives up on the up side a 14 

little opportunity for revenue but it also 15 

gains on the downside protection from some 16 

volatility that we have been made aware of in 17 

recent years but we will not be holding our 18 

breath to see how many students go abroad in 19 

the Spring semester to see whether we make our 20 

limit or not.  We've had to do that.  We've 21 

done it but it hasn't been all that much fun. 22 
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           That's not a change.  This is a 1 

change in the way we practice what we were 2 

doing.  I say if there was any real change in 3 

the numbers of students, it will be slightly 4 

to our disadvantage. 5 

           The people these numbers represent 6 

are the lively and vibrant leaders of the next 7 

generations that our community, our nation, 8 

and our world demand and need.  At Georgetown 9 

University we are very proud to play a part in 10 

shaping the lives and the contributions that 11 

these people can make.  We welcome your 12 

support in helping us do this for the next 10 13 

years.  Thank you. 14 

           MS. DWYER:  Thank you, Dr. 15 

O'Donnell. 16 

           The next witness is Dr. Todd Olson 17 

who is Vice President for Student Affairs and 18 

he will discuss the University's comprehensive 19 

off-campus student life program. 20 

           DR. OLSON:  Thank you, Maureen.  21 

           Good evening, Mr. Chairman, 22 
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members of the Commission.  Thank you for the 1 

opportunity.  I'm the University officer in 2 

charge of student life on our campus and I 3 

want to talk with you tonight about issues 4 

that involve both off-campus life and impacts 5 

and student housing. 6 

           I want to begin with emphasizing 7 

the point that our plan does not involve any 8 

objectionable impacts due to student conduct 9 

and student presence in our neighborhoods.  I 10 

want to talk about some of the commitments 11 

that as a university we have made and are 12 

making. 13 

           First of all, as you have already 14 

heard, we are maintaining undergraduate 15 

enrollment at currently permitted levels.  We 16 

are providing housing today for the large 17 

majority of our undergraduate students.  We 18 

are working creatively and ambitiously to 19 

manage neighborhood safety, noise, and off- 20 

campus behavior.   21 

           And we are committed to continuing 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 60 

to improve our on-campus student life 1 

activities and facilities.  You heard about 2 

our new south student center as part of our 3 

campus plan as a key illustration of that. 4 

           I want to talk a bit about 5 

University housing for undergraduates.  To 6 

review our current housing policy, we 7 

currently require all traditional first and 8 

second-year students to live in University- 9 

owned housing.  Starting in the Fall of 2011 10 

we will also require all transfer students 11 

under the age of 21 to reside in that same 12 

University-owned housing. 13 

           And I want to talk a bit about our 14 

trajectory with housing.  Between 2000 and 15 

2010 we added 780 beds on our campus with the 16 

opening of the Southwest Quadrangle residence 17 

halls.  That brings our total beds and 18 

University-owned housing to 5,053.  As we move 19 

forward in the next decade, we are once again 20 

committing to adding an additional 250 beds 21 

for undergraduates bringing that total to 22 
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5,303 beds. 1 

           As you'll note, during this time 2 

period we have added just over 1,000 new beds 3 

to University-owned housing for 4 

undergraduates.  During the same time period 5 

we have added 389 undergraduates to our 6 

population, a ratio of well over two new beds 7 

for each new undergraduate that we've added. 8 

           I want to talk now about our 9 

innovative approaches to managing off-campus 10 

student impacts.  Our campus plan submission 11 

described a number of our current practices 12 

and I certainly won't go over all of them.  I 13 

do want to emphasize a few key components 14 

tonight. 15 

           First, we patrol our neighborhood 16 

very actively.  The SNAP program, the Student 17 

Neighborhood Assistance Program, patrols the 18 

neighborhood in cars that involve a 19 

professional staff member from the University 20 

with private security officer to proactively 21 

monitor activity in the neighborhoods, to 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 62 

respond to reports of potentially disruptive 1 

behavior, and to enhance community safety for 2 

our students and our neighbors. 3 

           Over the past year we have added 4 

three off-duty MPD officers in what we call a 5 

reimbursable detail that is paid for by the 6 

University to patrol the neighborhoods during 7 

key hours on three nights of each week. 8 

           For a number of years we have 9 

staffed a hotline that operates 24 hours and 10 

this hotline has been publicized and actively 11 

promoted by the University.  Neighbors, 12 

community members, can call this hotline 13 

whenever they like.   14 

           When the SNAP program is in 15 

operation calls are routed directly to SNAP 16 

and that provides neighbors with quick 17 

University assistance in real time.  I want 18 

you to note that each report to that hotline 19 

is documented and referred to our staff in 20 

Student Affairs for response and for follow- 21 

up. 22 
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           To continue, there are other 1 

components that we have added to adjusted 2 

recently in our off-campus student life 3 

program.  We added this past Fall two full- 4 

time staff positions called community 5 

advisors.   6 

           These professional staff members 7 

live in the neighborhoods, one each in 8 

Burlieth and West Georgetown.  They serve 9 

full-time to facilitate communication between 10 

students and neighbors to help with policy 11 

enforcement, management of community life, and 12 

to proactively address issues in their areas. 13 

           I also want to note that we take 14 

seriously the need to have some sanctions and 15 

consequences in place for the small number of 16 

students who are not consistently respectful 17 

living in the neighborhood.   18 

           Over the past year we have 19 

implemented some rapidly accelerating and 20 

serious sanctions to address the repetitive 21 

misconduct that we know is at the heart of 22 
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both our neighbors' concern and our concern as 1 

we work with our students. 2 

           So to summarize some of our 3 

efforts at managing off-campus student life, 4 

first we proactively address potential impacts 5 

before they take place.  Secondly, we provide 6 

an active and aggressive real-time response to 7 

incidents as they occur.  Third, our system of 8 

sanctions and our education system are working 9 

and a number of houses with repeat violations 10 

is declining. 11 

           Move to this next page we see a 12 

breakdown of the residences that had some 13 

interaction with SNAP or the MPD officers 14 

during the 2009/2010 academic year.  An 15 

interaction, by the way, just means some 16 

contact.  Maybe very often proactively 17 

generated by the SNAP staff may not be in 18 

response to any complaint or concern that's 19 

raised. 20 

           With that said, in that last year 21 

nearly three-quarters of those student houses 22 
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had no contacts with SNAP or MPD whatsoever.  1 

About 14 percent had a single interaction with 2 

SNAP or MPD and the remaining 13 percent had 3 

two or more interactions with SNAP. 4 

           On the next slide we move forward 5 

to the results that we saw in the Fall 6 

semester in 2010.  I want to note that, as I 7 

said, we have recently added some new 8 

enhancements both in staffing and in our 9 

sanctions and policies during that time.   10 

           We are very pleased to see here 11 

that during the Fall semester there were a 12 

full 84 percent of our off-campus student 13 

houses where there were no interactions with 14 

SNAP or MPD.   15 

           The remaining 10 percent where 16 

there was a single interaction and those 17 

houses with three or more interactions the 18 

problems that we are concerned about and we 19 

know our neighbors are concerned about are 20 

down to a mere 1 percent of the houses where 21 

our students live off campus. 22 
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           Now, while we are confident that 1 

the University data that I just shared, and 2 

some other data that's included as Exhibit B 3 

in the campus plan filing, is really the most 4 

representative of the University impact and 5 

our work in managing it, we also know that the 6 

responses from the Metropolitan Police 7 

Department in our area are a metric that's of 8 

real interest to our neighbors and we want to 9 

share some information from that as well. 10 

           This information is from Service 11 

Area 206 in the Georgetown neighborhood, calls 12 

that related in one way or another to 13 

disorderly conduct in calendar years 2008, 14 

2009 and 2010.   15 

           The blue upper part of each bar is 16 

the segment of that police service area that 17 

is outside of our immediate neighborhoods, 18 

while the red lower portion is in the West 19 

Georgetown, Burlieth, and Cloisters 20 

neighborhood that while they are closer to our 21 

campus, I will note also involve a great 22 
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number of people and a lot of traffic that is 1 

not directly related to the University. 2 

           With that noted, the trend we see 3 

there is very encouraging.  In the overall 4 

police service area the number of calls goes 5 

down consistently over this three-year period.  6 

Within the neighborhoods closest to campus, it 7 

also declines in a meaningful way. 8 

           I want to note that this trend 9 

takes place during the same time period when 10 

many of our neighbors were being actively 11 

encouraged to call 911 first with regard to 12 

student concerns rather than using the 13 

University's hotline and related resources. 14 

           So, in conclusion, I just want to 15 

summarize some of these points that are 16 

important from our perspective.  The 17 

University encourages all of its students to 18 

be responsible and respectful neighbors 19 

through mandatory education and orientation 20 

programs and through our new community 21 

contract which will take effect in the Fall of 22 
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2011.  The large majority of our students are 1 

respectful and are very positive neighbors in 2 

the local communities. 3 

           Second, the University provides a 4 

comprehensive and innovative set of policies 5 

and initiatives that are focused on managing 6 

off-campus student impacts.  Finally, the 7 

University is committed to providing 8 

University resources that proactively address 9 

and respond to these issues quickly, thus 10 

minimizing the need for city resources. 11 

           Thanks again. 12 

           MS. DWYER:  Thank you, Todd. 13 

           Our next witness is Eric Smart 14 

with Bolan Smart Associates.  He did an 15 

analysis of the impact on home ownership and 16 

property values in the surrounding 17 

neighborhoods.   18 

           Oh, I'm sorry.  I reversed the 19 

order.  Dan is next with Grove/Slade to 20 

present his transportation findings. 21 

           MR. VAN PELT:  Thank you, Maureen.  22 
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           Good evening, Chairman Hood, 1 

Commissioners.  I'm Dan Van Pelt with 2 

Grove/Slade Associates, transportation 3 

planners and engineers headquartered here in 4 

D.C.  I want to talk to you a little bit about 5 

the transportation elements of the campus plan 6 

but, before I do, I want to talk to you a 7 

little bit about some of the trends as we go 8 

back and we look at the previous campus plan 9 

and current conditions there at the campus 10 

today. 11 

           The parking supply has been capped 12 

at 4,080 spaces since the 1990 campus plan.  13 

These spaces are shared between the University 14 

and the hospital.  As we go and we compare the 15 

parking data from 2000 to the present it shows 16 

that the typical weekday peak parking demand 17 

has really remained the same. Similarly, 18 

counts of traffic taken at the campus gates 19 

during the commuter peak hours shows that 20 

vehicle trips generated have also remained 21 

constant. 22 
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           A positive change of the traffic 1 

patterns has resulted from the implementation 2 

of the Canal Road gate improvements.  This 3 

figure shows historical count data at the 4 

prospect street and the Canal Road gates for 5 

the AM and PM peak hours of traffic dating 6 

back to 1982. 7 

           Over the last 10 years there has 8 

been a significant shift in traffic from 9 

Prospect Street to Canal.  This has led to 10 

less campus traffic driving through the 11 

neighborhood. 12 

           Also worth mentioning is in the 13 

morning left out of the campus at Canal Road 14 

is restricted.  If this movement was 15 

permitted, we would expect the shift from 16 

Prospect to Canal to be even higher. 17 

           One of the biggest transportation 18 

successes at Georgetown is the increase in the 19 

Georgetown University transportation shuttle, 20 

or GUTS ridership.  Over the last 20 years 21 

GUTS ridership has increased dramatically to 22 
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where it presently serves two million trips a 1 

year. 2 

           Through its five GUTS routes 3 

offered free of charge to users, it is 4 

estimated that GUTS removes up to 7,750 5 

potential vehicle trips from the surrounding 6 

roadways.  7 

           GUTS has been the main reason that 8 

today almost half of the person trips 9 

generated by Georgetown University are by 10 

transit even though they are not in immediate 11 

proximity to a Metro station.  Only 38 percent 12 

of the Campus population drives alone.   13 

           These numbers have been improving 14 

when you compare it to the 2000 data. This 15 

data shows that among faculty and staff the 16 

auto mode use has reduced over the past 10 17 

years and transit usage has increased.   18 

           What is even more dramatic is the 19 

graduate student population shift and these 20 

numbers are reflective of the growth in that 21 

population and the growth that population is 22 
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using the GUTS system and using transit. The 1 

overall campus population is using automobiles 2 

less and is switching to other modes of 3 

transportation. 4 

           To recap the trends, the 5 

automobile statistics related to parking 6 

demand and traffic have really remained 7 

static.  This is pretty much to be expected 8 

because there has been no increase in the 9 

parking supply.   10 

           The University's growth has been 11 

accommodated by switch to non-auto modes, 12 

largely the highly successful GUTS system, but 13 

also by other effective transportation demand 14 

management measures. 15 

           Moving on to the transportation 16 

elements identified for the campus plan we're 17 

presenting today.  The first major 18 

transportation element contained in the plan 19 

are improvements to the GUTS service.  It only 20 

makes sense to continue to capitalize on the 21 

success of the GUTS system and seek ways to 22 
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enhance the service for its users and minimize 1 

the impact to the residential streets. 2 

           Through the creation of some new 3 

internal roadway connections, mainly the 4 

extension and improvement of the west 5 

perimeter road, an internal loop will be 6 

created that allows GUTS buses entering from 7 

Canal to turn around on the campus and exit 8 

back out to Canal Road.   9 

           This greatly reduces the impact to 10 

the GUTS buses on neighborhood streets, and 11 

additionally will allow the GUTS routes to 12 

serve both north and south sides of the 13 

campus.  That is an improvement for the users 14 

of the GUTS system. 15 

           Other than the GUTS improvements 16 

the other transportation focus of the campus 17 

plan is on Transportation Demand Management, 18 

or the TDM programs.  Georgetown University 19 

has been able to grow with no additional 20 

parking and not seeking and is not seeking to 21 

increase the 4,080 space cap.   22 
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           This has been possible through use 1 

of a very comprehensive Transportation Demand 2 

Management program.  The GUTS system has been 3 

extremely successful and the plan includes 4 

enhancement for improved service and continued 5 

success of the system.  Other elements of the 6 

TDM plan include enhancements to bike parking 7 

on campus.  Bikes are already heavily utilized 8 

as evident by the 1,600 bike spaces on campus 9 

that are used and often times overused. 10 

           Other improvements focus on 11 

bringing more bike sharing and car sharing to 12 

campus and improvements that Alex talked 13 

earlier about, improving the pedestrian 14 

environment on campus. 15 

           I've only touched on the 16 

highlights of the TDM elements.  Contained 17 

within the campus plan is the TDM matrix that 18 

outlines all the successful policies and 19 

practices that the University and the hospital 20 

are already doing, but also further outlines 21 

additional elements for improvements to the 22 
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existing ones that were identified while we 1 

worked with the campus planning team and 2 

interacted with DDOT. 3 

           Based on the assessment performed 4 

by Grove/Slade we believe that the 5 

transportation elements proposed in this plan 6 

will only further the positive trends that 7 

have already been realized over the past 20 8 

years, growth with no new vehicular traffic. 9 

           We also believe the transportation 10 

elements support the new components identified 11 

for the campus in a sustainable manner when 12 

improving non-auto mode options for the campus 13 

population while also reducing the impact of 14 

the GUTS buses on the neighborhood.  Thus, we 15 

conclude that the approval of the plan would 16 

have no adverse traffic impact. 17 

           I appreciate your time listening 18 

to my testimony.  Thank you. 19 

           MS. DWYER:  Thank you, Dan. 20 

           Now we are ready for Eric. 21 

           MR. SMART:  It's an honor to be 22 
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introduced twice.  Good evening.  For the 1 

third name, my name is Eric Smart with Bolan 2 

Smart Associates, economic advisers based here 3 

in the District. 4 

           We were asked to evaluate how 5 

enrollment growth may impact home values and 6 

neighborhood character.  This is for the 7 

Graduate and SCS program.  We conclude that 8 

the growth will have no noticeable impact on 9 

Burlieth and West Georgetown residential 10 

markets due to the following:  Student 11 

characteristics, very limited new demand for 12 

housing, neighborhood conditions. 13 

           What is different about graduate 14 

students?  They are older, averaging 27 to 30 15 

years depending on the program.  They are 16 

often juggling careers, usually juggling 17 

careers and family life, and are not inclined 18 

to share housing with other students or to 19 

live next door to campus. 20 

           Where do they live?  A little less 21 

than 4 percent currently live in Burlieth or 22 
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West Georgetown.  What are the locational 1 

trend lines?  Over the past decade the 2 

percentage of total graduate enrollment living 3 

in Burlieth and West Georgetown has been 4 

declining.  You see it at the bottom of this 5 

slide behind me. 6 

           For example, the percent of GS and 7 

SCS residents who are in Burlieth as a 8 

proportion of total enrollment has decreased 9 

from 2 percent in 2000 to 1 percent in 2011 in 10 

Burlieth and a similar pattern with 11 

Georgetown. 12 

           What type of housing are these 13 

students opting for?  The key point is that 50 14 

percent live alone, for example, in a basement 15 

apartment in a owner-occupied home.  Only 15 16 

percent share a graduate home with other 17 

graduates in the program and that would be for 18 

three or more graduates. 19 

           What about graduate growth over 20 

the next 10 years?  Based on historic ratios 21 

using 4 percent of the total main campus 22 
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enrollment living there, living in Burlieth 1 

and West Georgetown, this translates into 2 

demand for five to six housing units with more 3 

than one Georgetown University student living 4 

there through 20/20. 5 

           This equates to a very small 6 

number obviously but it equates to the 7 

addition of one half of new multiple student 8 

residency per year over the next 10 years. 9 

           What are the neighborhood 10 

characteristics?  Over the past decade the 11 

demographics for both Burlieth and West 12 

Georgetown have been stable and consistent 13 

with District-wide trends. 14 

           Now, related to this statement we 15 

wish to submit for the record a correction to 16 

page 15 of our report, which is Exhibit I in 17 

your March 31 packet.  We note that the last 18 

row in Table 13 incorrectly list changes in 19 

families with children for both our target 20 

neighborhoods and the District.  21 

           Instead of growing these 22 
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categories they remain basically the same in 1 

each case over the past decade, stable for our 2 

subject neighborhoods and parallel to the 3 

trend lines for the District. 4 

           Along with stable demographics 5 

there have been positive trends as noted here 6 

for Burlieth.  Since 2000 average home prices 7 

have increased at almost double the District- 8 

wide rate in Burlieth.   9 

           The majority of homes are owner- 10 

occupied, well above the District average, and 11 

this majority has been increasing over the 12 

past six years in the proportion of total home 13 

purchases.  Finally, there is no evidence of 14 

adverse impacts of graduate residences on 15 

adjacent home values or neighborhood 16 

appearance. 17 

           What are the market implications?  18 

This is the bottom bullet.  A primary finding 19 

that we wish to highlight from our research is 20 

that there is no documental demand for 21 

additional graduate student group homes 22 
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significant enough to justify the systematic 1 

conversation of existing owner-occupied homes 2 

to group rentals.  Five or six homes across 3 

both Burlieth and West Georgetown belies what 4 

I'm saying here. 5 

           In summary, we stated before that 6 

the proposed graduate program will have 7 

minimal, if any, noticeable impact.  Over the 8 

last decade the Burlieth and West Georgetown 9 

neighbors have remained stable and property 10 

values have increased.  Thank you. 11 

           MS. DWYER:  Thank you, Eric. 12 

           Dr. DeGioia would like to make 13 

some brief closing remarks. 14 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Mr. Chairman, 15 

members of the Commission, based on the 16 

testimony you've heard from our expert 17 

witnesses and University representatives, in 18 

addition to all the material that we have 19 

filed in the record, I hope you agree that our 20 

campus plan merits your support. 21 

           This is a modest and reasonable 22 
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plan for the University's future with 1 

substantial commitments that respond to 2 

community and city concerns in an open and 3 

transparent manner.   4 

           In the context of our mission and 5 

our financial realities and from the 6 

perspective of our Board, we sincerely believe 7 

we have demonstrated good faith and 8 

significant initiative in addressing these 9 

concerns.  The end result is a plan we believe 10 

will not have objectionable impacts on our 11 

surrounding communities. 12 

           Let me also say that we believe we 13 

have gone more than half way in reaching a 14 

reasonable accommodation with our neighbors.  15 

The plan before you today is one that I am 16 

confident we can live with, one that will not 17 

harm our strategic academic adjectives over 18 

the next 10 years and still allow us to 19 

continue to be good neighbors and make 20 

important contributions to the city. 21 

           I hope you agree and I look 22 
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forward to your questions.  Thank you.  1 

           MS. DWYER:  And that concludes our 2 

direct case presentation.  I'll note that we 3 

still have six minutes on the clock and open 4 

the entire witness table for questions from 5 

the Commission. 6 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I think we're 7 

going to remember those six minutes on the 8 

third night, Ms. Dwyer. 9 

           Again, I want to thank you all for 10 

your presentation, all of you all for your 11 

very succinct presentation and to the point. 12 

           Okay.  We're going to open it up.  13 

My Commissioners and I always fight over who 14 

is going to ask questions first.  Who would 15 

like to go first? 16 

           Commissioner May. 17 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Are you going 18 

to put me on a time limit? 19 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Yeah.  Let's go to 20 

eight minutes. 21 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Thanks.  I need 22 
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the discipline I think. 1 

           Okay.  I'm going to try to keep my 2 

questions separated by topic but I don't know 3 

how successful I'll be because you read these 4 

things over and over again.  Different 5 

questions appear and I can't resort them.  6 

           What is the actual percentage of 7 

students that are living on campus?  I know 8 

the number of beds and I get confused by all 9 

the different calculations of numbers.  What 10 

was the actual percentage living on campus? 11 

           DR. OLSON:  As we move forward, 12 

the one number I have clearly in front of me, 13 

Mr. May, as we move forward to adding these 14 

250 beds and using our new methodology with 15 

the larger denominator fully counting the 16 

undergraduates, that percentage will be around 17 

79 percent of all those traditional 18 

undergraduates. 19 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  What's 20 

the current number? 21 

           DR. OLSON:  The current number, 22 
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again using the old methodology with a much 1 

smaller denominator, we are between 82 and 84 2 

percent. 3 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  And have you 4 

made any attempt to sort of do apples to 5 

apples on that? 6 

           DR. OLSON:  I don't have the 7 

apples to apples in front of me.  I'm sure 8 

that we can put that together. 9 

           MS. DWYER:  We can provide that 10 

for the record.  We did look at that and I 11 

think if you use the old methodology of 12 

averaging and all of the carve-outs, the 84 13 

percent approaches 90 percent so it's a much 14 

higher number.  We can provide that for the 15 

record. 16 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  I think 17 

that would be helpful.  It gets rather 18 

confusing trying to understand the different 19 

systems of counting. 20 

           What is the percentage of students 21 

housed on campus of those who request it?  Are 22 
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you fill 100 percent of the demand? 1 

           DR. OLSON:  We work each year 2 

through a wait list for our upper-class 3 

students.  To be clear, students in their 4 

first and second-year are required to live on 5 

campus.  Virtually all of them do.  The only 6 

exceptions being, for example, the 28-year-old 7 

first-year student who is married.   8 

           As the students move into their 9 

upper-class years, we are able to either 10 

initially meet the demand or meet nearly all 11 

that demand as we work through a wait list for 12 

students to fill the remaining beds on campus. 13 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  So there is 14 

still some demand for on-campus beds? 15 

           DR. OLSON:  There is a modest 16 

demand for on-campus beds.  As I said, as we 17 

work through -- 18 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  How many people 19 

are waiting on the waiting list when you're 20 

done filling all the spaces? 21 

           DR. OLSON:  I don't have a sharp 22 
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number in front of me.  We work most of the 1 

way through -- none. 2 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  None.  You get 3 

through every single -- 4 

           DR. OLSON:  The wait list.  The 5 

answer is none. 6 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  There 7 

are lots of comparisons between repetitions, 8 

I think, of the same campus in the statistics 9 

for housing on campus saying that it's better 10 

than all the other universities or higher than 11 

all the other universities in town.  Is that 12 

right?  Do I understand that? 13 

           MS. DWYER:  I think what the 14 

University has said is it's very comparable to 15 

what George Washington University now 16 

provides.  They've added over the last, I 17 

would say, 10 years probably 1,400 beds.  18 

Historically Georgetown has always been the 19 

highest in the region and it compares very 20 

favorably obviously with the other 21 

universities in the District and with their 22 
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peers nationwide. 1 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  There 2 

was some statement about it being except for 3 

Gallaudet.  What statistic was that? 4 

           MS. DWYER:  That was probably an 5 

earlier filing when we actually looked at the 6 

number of beds that area universities have 7 

added.  We provided the revised information in 8 

our prehearing submission so the number is 9 

actually closer -- we are closer and 10 

comparable to GW as opposed to being the 11 

leader as we were probably five years ago. 12 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Do you 13 

actually have a chart or something with all 14 

those numbers on them with the other 15 

universities? 16 

           MS. DWYER:  We can provide that. 17 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  18 

Repeatedly throughout the submission and then 19 

in the testimony tonight you talk about a 20 

voluntary maximum number.  I'm not familiar of 21 

any special meaning of voluntary other than 22 
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that is what is being proposed.  Is that all 1 

you're saying is that's what is being proposed 2 

because there are other campus plans that have 3 

caps and I don't believe they are voluntary at 4 

the end of the process. 5 

           MS. DWYER:  We are willing to live 6 

with our voluntary proposed maximum which, in 7 

essence, would operate as a cap provided the 8 

plan is approved. 9 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I got all that.  10 

I'm going to get to that statement, too.  I 11 

mean, is there some special meaning to the 12 

word voluntary other than your wanting to say 13 

out of the kindness of your hearts you are 14 

volunteering to do this? 15 

           MS. DWYER:  It is historically 16 

something this University has never done.  17 

They have never had an overall cap. 18 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I mean, saying 19 

it's the first time that you are proposing a 20 

cap is one thing.  I'm just trying to figure 21 

out if there is something that will make it 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 89 

different from other university plans. 1 

           MS. DWYER:  When the last campus 2 

plan went up to the D.C. Court of Appeals the 3 

D.C. Court of Appeals questioned whether the 4 

Zoning Commission, the Board of Zoning 5 

Adjustment at that time, had the legal 6 

authority to impose caps.   7 

           Therefore, rather than suggest in 8 

light of the court's reasoning that there is 9 

the ability of the Zoning Commission to oppose 10 

a cap, we are following the court's reasoning 11 

and instead doing a voluntary maximum. 12 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  It's a 13 

difference that escapes me.  I'm not really -- 14 

other than positioning yourself somehow 15 

legally, I don't understand why you keep 16 

insisting on -- 17 

           MS. DWYER:  It really is 18 

positioning ourselves legally based on the 19 

seven years of experience we had in the 20 

appeals of the last campus plan. 21 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  That's 22 
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not exactly setting a really good tone for the 1 

discussion but I understand. 2 

           In doing the analysis of the 3 

impact of the additional students, the 4 

assumption in the submission and in the 5 

presentation is that the only real impact of 6 

those additional students is where they will 7 

be housed.   8 

           Has there been any investigation 9 

of what an extra 900 and some graduate 10 

students means in terms of any other potential 11 

impacts?  I mean, some of them do like to go 12 

into Georgetown and visit restaurants and 13 

bars.  Some of them do drive.  I mean, is 14 

there any consideration to those impacts? 15 

           MS. DWYER:  I think all of the 16 

witnesses have addressed those impacts.  The 17 

materials in the record show that the vast 18 

majority of the graduate students, 80 percent, 19 

use public transit.  As Eric Smart testified 20 

on the basis of his report, the majority of 21 

the graduate students do not live in close-by 22 
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neighborhoods.   1 

           They average 30 years of age.  2 

They juggle careers and families.  They are 3 

not the kinds of students that have impacts.  4 

The conduct charts that Dr. Olson presented, 5 

or can present, show that a very small 6 

percentage of the graduate students ever get 7 

interaction with SNAP or MPD calls. 8 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Your 9 

submission included enrollment figures going 10 

back to 2006, I believe. 11 

           MS. DWYER:  That's correct. 12 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Do you have 13 

them for the full 10 years? 14 

           MS. DWYER:  We do not.  We can 15 

provide them for the record. 16 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay. 17 

           MS. DWYER:  We just went back five 18 

years. 19 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I would 20 

appreciate that. 21 

           I need to understand the IPEDS 22 
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counting system but obviously I'm going to 1 

have to wait for the next round. 2 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  We'll do a second 3 

round.  Who would like to go next? 4 

           Commissioner Turnbull. 5 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Thank you, 6 

Mr. Chair.  I was going to tell Commissioner 7 

May that I did a quick check on the calcs and 8 

my initial numbers it looks like close to 80 9 

percent so they are correct at 79. 10 

           But I would agree with 11 

Commissioner May that I think your 12 

introductory remarks, Ms. Dwyer, were very 13 

much sounding like an ultimatum to the Zoning 14 

Commission and I think there is a tone that I 15 

felt was not hostile but I just think a little 16 

bit tough like this is what it is and thank 17 

you very much. 18 

           MS. DWYER:  I didn't mean to 19 

convey that tone.  What I wanted to make clear 20 

is that this is a very carefully thought-out 21 

plan with a lot of parts.   22 
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           When we went through the 1 

experience with the last plan of it being 2 

appealed by the Citizens Association of 3 

Georgetown, the court at that time told us 4 

that if you are presenting a plan with 5 

composite parts that are interdependent you 6 

need to clearly state that on the record and 7 

that's all we were hoping we do today, to 8 

clearly state that we put this together with 9 

interdependent parts.   10 

           We fully understand the process.  11 

We have spent the last two years with the city 12 

agencies and the community developing 13 

conditions and concessions and language.  We 14 

fully intend to continue doing that between 15 

now and the next hearing and the next 16 

hearings.   17 

           But we just felt that in light of 18 

the court's decision in the last campus plan 19 

case that we simply had to preserve that on 20 

the record.  This is very much a process of 21 

dialogue with the city agencies and with the 22 
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community and we fully intend that there will 1 

be conditions.   2 

           The University will review those 3 

conditions and if it believes that those are 4 

conditions that are appropriate for the campus 5 

plan, fully commit to doing those as part of 6 

its campus plan. 7 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  An 8 

interesting process we go through.  I'm trying 9 

to go back and look at the main focus of the 10 

campus plan.  I heard a lot of different 11 

ideas.  I heard circulation.  I heard 12 

connectivity.   13 

           I heard sustainability.  We talked 14 

about a voluntary cap.  There's minimal new 15 

construction.  There's construction in the 16 

pipeline.  We're talking about numbers and 17 

basically refining and getting the campus in 18 

better shape.  I don't really see a lot of 19 

wholesale new construction going on.  Am I 20 

correct? 21 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  That's right.  I can 22 
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also ask my colleagues to offer their 1 

perspective.  This is a very modest plan.  The 2 

construction that we have in mind is 3 

construction that we have been planning 4 

throughout this past decade.  Our intention is 5 

to continue with the development of our campus 6 

in a manner consistent with the way in which 7 

we have intended to do so. 8 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  When I 9 

look at the GUTS plan, it only really serves 10 

the west side of the campus north to south?  11 

It's got a loop and then it goes up to 12 

Reservoir Road and comes back down to Canal. 13 

           MR. VAN PELT:  The GUTS plan -- 14 

you're talking about the circulation loop? 15 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Right. 16 

           MR. VAN PELT:  It serves the whole 17 

campus but it serves it in a way that it 18 

minimizes its impact with more pedestrian 19 

oriented streets like Tondorf and West and it 20 

does -- 21 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  So it goes 22 
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all the way around? 1 

           MR. VAN PELT:  It will now serve 2 

the north and south portions of the campus 3 

which is currently one of the issues with the 4 

service today. 5 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  6 

Just looking at the campus plan, how long a 7 

walk is it for a student going from north to 8 

south or east to west?  What are we looking 9 

at, 10 or 15 minutes?  Can they do it in 10 or 10 

15 minutes or 20 minutes?  The topography 11 

makes a difference. 12 

           MR. VAN PELT:  I don't know if 13 

somebody else wants to comment but it's about 14 

a 10-minute walk. 15 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  16 

Both ways, east and west, or north/south? 17 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  It's longer 18 

north/south. 19 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay. 20 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I would say from the 21 

north end of the campus on Reservoir Road to 22 
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the south end of the campus on Canal Road it's 1 

no more than a 10-minute walk. 2 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  3 

Getting back to what Commissioner May had 4 

started, I think part of the issue that comes 5 

in with the IPEDS numbers in the old FTE way 6 

of counting, there may be some confusion from 7 

the other side, the people who are opposing 8 

you, that there's maybe some smoke and mirrors 9 

in accounting.   10 

           I think it's perception but I 11 

think there is an issue that you might need to 12 

explain a little bit more.  I know we heard 13 

talk that it's actually working against you in 14 

one sense.  I think the 400 odd foreign 15 

students.  Could you expand just a little bit 16 

more on that? 17 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Sure.  Thank you.  18 

When we presented the 2000 plan the two sets 19 

of numbers we were most interested in was the 20 

undergraduate population with a lot of 21 

exclusions and that was for the cap.  Then we 22 
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projected numbers for graduate students as 1 

information in that plan. 2 

           What we recognize now is that 3 

using a different methodology for each of 4 

those two probably created some confusion at 5 

the time, probably altered some expectations.  6 

When you try to put them together to a single 7 

enrollment maximum, they just don't fit and 8 

they leave out other bodies. 9 

           We looked for what would be a 10 

simple and transparent and public and 11 

uncontestable as we could find.  The IPEDS 12 

numbers these are mandated by the U.S. 13 

Department of Education.  Every institution 14 

provides them following a national standard 15 

methodology.   16 

           That was the first thing we were 17 

attracted to, to find something that would be 18 

transparent, documentable, and open in public.  19 

We know where there were controversies in our 20 

practice in the last decade over things like 21 

averaging.  That means that both the graduate 22 
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and the undergraduate numbers will change and 1 

both of them on an apples-to-apples comparison 2 

using the new methodology get bigger.   3 

           The total number we're looking at 4 

now of 14,033 who were on campus in the Fall 5 

of 2010 is not what you would have seen in the 6 

2000 plan because we are now counting by the 7 

public numbers and not by these two different 8 

incompatible methodologies that we had before.  9 

We can do the crosswalk on these as closely as 10 

we need to do but there is no smoke and no 11 

mirrors. 12 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  If I could just add 13 

a little perspective with historical context.  14 

The number that we've been using this last 15 

decade actually goes back -- the methodology 16 

that we're using for the undergraduate number 17 

goes back roughly 20 years and it came as the 18 

result of our 1990 campus planning process.  19 

           The dynamic we were trying to 20 

wrestle with at that time was to demonstrate 21 

a commitment to ensuring that we are providing 22 
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more on-campus beds for traditional 1 

undergraduate students.  We came up with a 2 

methodology that had us taking out of our 3 

number those that wouldn't meet the definition 4 

of a traditional undergraduate.   5 

           So if we had, for example, 6 

students who were living with their families 7 

or if they were older, if we had students 8 

studying abroad and they weren't even eligible 9 

to live in the neighborhood, we are pulling 10 

all those numbers out and we started doing 11 

that in the early '90s.   12 

           It's not as very transparent 13 

process.  It's not easy to demonstrate the 14 

success of our efforts.  The work over the 15 

last couple of years is to try to develop a 16 

number that would be a lot easier for 17 

everybody to track and follow and that's what 18 

is behind the change in methodology. 19 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  Mr. 20 

Chair, I just have one quick question to 21 

follow up on. 22 
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           We've had the same issues at GW 1 

where I think the community feels that from a 2 

headcount standpoint numbers are not being 3 

included, that there is a game being played, 4 

that somehow you're shifting and it's kind of 5 

a shell game with smoke and mirrors.  6 

Sometimes it's not as transparent to other 7 

people who are dealing with it all the time.  8 

Thank you for your explanation. 9 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Any other 10 

questions?  Who would like to go next? 11 

           Vice Chairman. 12 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Thank 13 

you, Mr. Chairman.  I have a few very detailed 14 

questions about the plan.  There's a lot of 15 

facts and figures and numbers and details in 16 

there.  I think I'll start off with a broad 17 

question which is we've got a lot of people in 18 

the room tonight.  We've got opposition from 19 

the two ANCs, the counsel member, the citizen 20 

groups.  What do you attribute the broad-based 21 

opposition to this plan? 22 
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           DR. DeGIOIA:  Let me begin.  We 1 

are located in the finest residential area 2 

that you could possibly place a university and 3 

we recognize the significance of that.  We 4 

believe that over 222 years we've helped 5 

contribute to the quality of that 6 

neighborhood. 7 

           But I believe for those who make 8 

our neighborhood their home, there are 9 

inevitable tensions that exist between 104 10 

acre campus that houses 6,675 undergraduates 11 

and for those who are living in close 12 

proximity to our campus. 13 

           We recognize the demands that 14 

places on us in terms of trying to ensure that 15 

as a corporate citizen we are responding to 16 

the needs of those in the immediate proximity 17 

to our campus.   18 

           I think as we have tried to 19 

present both in our presentation tonight and 20 

also in our filings -- and also now going back 21 

truly 20 years of regular and very rigorous 22 
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consultive engagement -- trying to make sure 1 

we are always to the best degree possible 2 

responsive to those needs.   3 

           I think the fact that we are 4 

situated in the location that we are is a 5 

large driver of why we have some of the 6 

tension that we do. 7 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  And I 8 

think that comes through that conflict, 9 

particularly in the residential neighborhoods 10 

with undergraduates.  It really makes us focus 11 

on those activities the University is 12 

undertaking to proactively manage that 13 

problem. 14 

           I as actually looking through the 15 

off-campus student life report and it was 16 

interesting.  It shows that the number of 17 

houses, these group houses, that have multiple 18 

infractions are not significant.   19 

           I did notice one in there in the 20 

neighborhood of Burlieth that had seven 21 

interactions.  I don't know if you know that 22 
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specific case but I'm interested to hear what 1 

specific actions did the University take in 2 

that instance to mitigate the problem? 3 

           DR. OLSON:  What I want to start 4 

out acknowledging is that there are specifics 5 

about individual houses that are important for 6 

us to be aware of as we work with regulations 7 

like family educational rights and the Privacy 8 

Act.  It's not appropriate for me to zero in 9 

and say this house, those sanctions.   10 

           What is appropriate for me to say 11 

is that some of the serious sanctions that can 12 

be imposed at times include disciplinary 13 

probation which prevents students from a range 14 

of activities including the ability to study 15 

abroad which is communicated to their deans, 16 

to their parents which sort of follows them 17 

through their career and prohibits them from 18 

doing other things.   19 

           At the ultimate end of that 20 

students can be suspended from the University 21 

for a pattern of repeat violations, especially 22 
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when they are serious.  Again, not wanting to 1 

get into inappropriate detail but I can tell 2 

you that the repeat problem houses are the 3 

places where the more serious sanctions are 4 

very likely to be imposed. 5 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  So if I 6 

were a student and I were living in a house 7 

that had seven infractions, it would depend, 8 

I'm sure, on the nature of the infractions but 9 

they would escalate over time? 10 

           DR. OLSON:  They would escalate 11 

over time.  I do want to draw the distinction 12 

here, too.  And, believe me, we're not pleased 13 

with any student house that has seven of those 14 

interactions but I do want to note again that 15 

those interactions may include sort of a 16 

proactive stop by and suggest to adjust 17 

behavior that, in fact, doesn't constitute a 18 

policy violation. 19 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Okay.  20 

Thank you very much. 21 

           One interesting stat we saw there 22 
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was the number of disorderly conduct 1 

complaints that were made to the police but it 2 

was only over a three-year period.  I would 3 

find it interesting to see that data over a 4 

10-year period and just see what the trend has 5 

been since 2000 over the course of this campus 6 

plan. 7 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Sure.  8 

Now, shifting base to the overall development 9 

plan for the hospital, I've heard it 10 

characterized that there is not a lot of major 11 

development activity happening as part of this 12 

campus plan but it does appear from some of 13 

the information provided that there is one 14 

building that is proposed for 500,000 square 15 

feet and that's the hospital building.   16 

           There hasn't been much discussion 17 

of it and I realize that MedStar runs the 18 

hospital but there's no discussion of how tall 19 

it's going to be, where exactly it's going to 20 

be cited.  I think I need some more details on 21 

that to better understand what's going on. 22 
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           DR. DeGIOIA:  Let me try to 1 

provide some context for you regarding MedStar 2 

and it's important to note that the 3 

transaction that turned our Georgetown 4 

University Hospital over to MedStar was 5 

completed on June 30, 2000.  For the last 11 6 

years Georgetown University Hospital has been 7 

run by MedStar Health.   8 

           In the interest of full disclosure 9 

as a consequence of that transaction, the 10 

president of Georgetown went on the board of 11 

MedStar.  The president of MedStar went on the 12 

board of Georgetown.  For the last 10 years I 13 

have served on the MedStar board.   14 

           That is background context.  I can 15 

give you my best understanding of where things 16 

stand as it relates to the development of the 17 

hospital from the MedStar perspective.  18 

Obviously it's best hope for mine as 19 

Georgetown's president but I do have some 20 

access to the thinking of MedStar.   21 

           At the time of the transaction we 22 
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committed to providing space for MedStar to 1 

expand the current hospital and much of that 2 

takes place on what we would refer to in a 3 

diagram as Lot A which is the large parking 4 

lot between the residence halls and the 5 

hospital. 6 

           As MedStar as tried to explore 7 

over this last decade how best to address 8 

their needs for clinical care on the campus, 9 

they are not convinced that the best option 10 

for them is to expand the existing hospital 11 

and, in fact, came to us probably close to a 12 

year and a half, two years ago, and asked us 13 

if we would permit them to explore other 14 

options on our campus.   15 

           In particular, one of those 16 

options is what we refer to as North Kehoe 17 

Field which is one of our two athletic fields 18 

on campus.  My immediate response was in the 19 

event you determine that might be a good place 20 

for a hospital but we need a place for an 21 

athletic field.   22 
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           The idea has been that we would 1 

allow them to explore the option of developing 2 

that site as a potential new hospital while we 3 

determine then how best to address the needs 4 

Georgetown would have as we move into the 5 

future.  They are not in a position, I think, 6 

at this point in time to have reached any 7 

conclusive understanding of what is going to 8 

make the most sense for them.   9 

           They have needs to create new 10 

space because they have to either renovate the 11 

existing hospital or expand it or build a new 12 

one.  Right now they are engaged in that work 13 

in trying to determine how best to address 14 

that issue. 15 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Mr. 16 

Chairman, if I could just have one follow-up 17 

question on that.  What are you asking the 18 

Commission to approve with respect to the 19 

hospital as part of this campus plan? 20 

           MS. DWYER:  To approve in concept 21 

the additional square footage and then the 22 
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hospital would come back with a further 1 

processing application at such time as they 2 

knew what their plans were and which of the 3 

sites that are available would be appropriate. 4 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  So we're 5 

not approving a location for it? 6 

           MS. DWYER:  No location.      7 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Just 8 

approving density. 9 

           MS. DWYER:  Right.  Exactly. 10 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Hypo- 11 

thetical density. 12 

           MS. DWYER:  Exactly. 13 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Okay.   14 

Thank you. 15 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Selfridge. 16 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Thank 17 

you, Mr. Chairman. 18 

           Dr. O'Donnell, I would like to go 19 

back to the council a little bit and follow up 20 

a little bit on Commissioner May's question I 21 

think he was getting into.  I guess I just 22 
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have a couple clarifying questions first. 1 

           So under the IPEDS methodology the 2 

current total campus count is 14,033. 3 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Fall 2010.  4 

Correct. 5 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Fall 6 

2010.  We see a number in here being reduced 7 

from 16,133.  What is that number? 8 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  16,133 was the 9 

proposed voluntary maximum in our December 10 

30th filing that we reduced to 15,000.  Old to 11 

new now is 14,033 to 15,000. 12 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  As 13 

opposed to 14,033 to 16,133. 14 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Correct. 15 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  So 16 

that follows by doing the math the total 17 

growth by 2020 is 967. 18 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Right. 19 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  None of 20 

which will be undergraduate or medical 21 

students. 22 
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           DR. O'DONNELL:  Correct. 1 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay. The 2 

IPEDS is a Fall enrollment count.  Is that 3 

correct? 4 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  There is a date in 5 

the Fall at which we are required to file.  6 

It's something like October.  I don't know 7 

exactly but it's the annual number we report 8 

to the feds. 9 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  And then 10 

is that considered by the University kind of 11 

a high-water mark because as the year goes on 12 

you have attrition, graduations? 13 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We might in all 14 

honesty have had a little attrition before 15 

that date but the real attrition is that 16 

Spring semester is always appreciably lower 17 

than Fall semester.  We also do regular 18 

graduations through the year and people 19 

finishing their degrees at various times so, 20 

yes, it's probably a good rough and ready 21 

estimate of where the high-water mark is. 22 
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           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  1 

And then back to the question of what is the 2 

methodology on IPEDS? 3 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We report head 4 

count of students who are studying for a 5 

degree on our campus and, in fact, on all of 6 

our campuses.  Our total number of Fall 2010 7 

reported IPEDS was 16,871 but out of that we 8 

then take 2,600 law center students and 174 9 

students who are at our campus 7,000 miles 10 

away in Qatar. 11 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  So 12 

essentially the only students who are not 13 

being counted in your IPEDS number is your law 14 

students and your foreign exchange students.  15 

Is that correct in a nutshell? 16 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Let me just make a 17 

clarification on foreign exchange.  When I 18 

spoke before of including our students 19 

studying abroad, that means traditional 20 

Georgetown undergraduates who come here as 21 

freshmen in the Fall and two to three years 22 
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later take a semester or a year of their 1 

academic time at another location elsewhere.  2 

           Those are people who will now be 3 

counted in the 6,675.  They are not 4 

immediately relevant to what goes on in the 5 

neighborhood but it's convenient and 6 

transparent for counting.   7 

           There are some foreign exchange 8 

students who show up for very brief programs, 9 

that kind of thing, who are not counted in the 10 

head count but there is a difference between 11 

foreign exchange and study abroad. 12 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.   13 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Study abroad 14 

students are in our IPEDS number.  15 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Study 16 

abroad are in your IPEDS.  Okay. 17 

           MS. DWYER:  If I could just refer 18 

you to Exhibit K to our campus plan.  On page 19 

2 of that exhibit it shows the breakdown. 20 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  December? 21 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  It's the December 22 
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filing, yes. 1 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  2 

Thank you.  I just want to make sure I have 3 

all my count questions.  Okay.  Thank you, Dr. 4 

O'Donnell.   5 

           I would like to shift over to Dr. 6 

Olson on the student life and talk a little 7 

bit more about an interaction.  It sounds like 8 

an interaction is a very broad statement.  9 

What triggers an interaction specifically?  10 

What are the categories? 11 

           DR. OLSON:  There generally are 12 

two things that will trigger an interaction.  13 

The first is that our SNAP patrol or our 14 

reimbursable MPD officers will just see that 15 

there are a group of students who may be, for 16 

example, just talking loudly out in front of 17 

a residence and they may decide that they just 18 

want to approach them and just urge them to 19 

keep the noise down.  That's an interaction.  20 

           The second kind of interaction is 21 

one that is -- those are very common, by the 22 
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way.  Both those groups of staff members are 1 

moving around proactively engaging students 2 

regularly so that happens a great deal.   3 

           The second trigger for interaction 4 

is a call, a complaint, from a neighbor, from 5 

another student at times who says, "I hear 6 

noise at this address."  Or, "I'm concerned 7 

about what I see at this street right now."  8 

That will trigger a response from either the 9 

SNAP patrol or those reimbursable detail 10 

officers to that scene.   11 

           Both those types of interactions 12 

may or may not be determined to be a violation 13 

of our code of student conduct.  If there are 14 

violations, they are taken seriously.  15 

Sometimes they're simple warnings to be quiet.  16 

Those are documented in each case. 17 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  And then 18 

if a call goes to MPD directly, is that 19 

counted as well if it's not part of the 20 

reimbursable detail? 21 

           DR. OLSON:  If it is not part of 22 
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our reimbursable detail, I don't believe it 1 

is, although in many of those cases the SNAP 2 

staff may respond as well in which case it 3 

would be. 4 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  So 5 

potentially calls to MPD are not showing up as 6 

an interaction if SNAP doesn't hear about it 7 

as well? 8 

           DR. OLSON:  If SNAP or our 9 

reimbursable detail MPD officers don't hear 10 

about it as well, then that is certainly a 11 

possibility.   12 

           I do want to know, however, that 13 

on those nights when these activities are all 14 

in play there is a great deal of cross- 15 

communication and collaboration between our 16 

SNAP patrols, our reimbursable detail 17 

officers, our own Department of Public Safety 18 

around the edge of the campus, and other MPD 19 

units that are in the area.  Very often there 20 

is a collaborative -- 21 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  They do 22 
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collaborate and communicate with MPD to some 1 

degree? 2 

           DR. OLSON:  Yes, we do, on a 3 

regular basis. 4 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  5 

Back on the March 31 filing, I was just 6 

looking at some statistics and there are a lot 7 

of numbers in all these filings so it is a lot 8 

to get to and understand so if you will bear 9 

with me a little bit.  I think it was Exhibit 10 

B that spoke to some of these student life 11 

issues.   12 

           I saw a statistic without trying 13 

to find it specifically in here that spoke 14 

about 1 percent of the houses had 15 

interactions.  Is that just Fall 2010 and in 16 

the Spring it was higher and how does that 17 

relate to Fall of 2009 and 2008?   18 

           It seems like a very small 19 

snapshot in time that one could potentially 20 

argue that there was a semester that had 21 

particularly low interactions and that became 22 
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the benchmark by which we are measuring.  How 1 

does that stack up? 2 

           DR. OLSON:  Our effort, 3 

Commissioner Selfridge, was simply to report 4 

the most recent full-semester data we had so 5 

that was the reason for including that single 6 

semester there and just comparing it against 7 

last year.  What we've seen so far again we're 8 

still in the spring semester.  We'll 9 

continuing compiling that data.   10 

           The trend for the Spring semester 11 

looks to be similarly down from the same 12 

period last year but it is incomplete.  It's 13 

just that we wanted to report the most recent 14 

full semester and wanted to give a full 15 

picture of the previous academic year. 16 

           If I can add, one of my colleagues 17 

has reminded me that part of that MPD 18 

collaboration I was speaking about is that MPD 19 

often communicates information to us and any 20 

information we become aware of from an MPD 21 

interaction with our students is followed up 22 
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on and is counted in the numbers that are 1 

reported. 2 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  So it may 3 

not come out of an actual call but it's 4 

through a collaborative effort.   5 

           I have one final question on this, 6 

if you don't mind, Mr. Chairman.  I do want to 7 

reference a specific exhibit, Exhibit B, 8 

Appendix A.  I'm just trying to make sure I 9 

understand what I'm seeing here.   10 

           Down at the bottom it seems like 11 

the majority of the problems are on West 12 

Georgetown and Burlieth is what I'm picking 13 

up.  I can imagine why West Georgetown tends 14 

to be in a traffic pattern that brings people 15 

down to M Street. 16 

           But it looks like on the 17 

undergraduate level we have 61 residences with 18 

reported interactions out of 275 total 19 

residents.  To me that's a 22 percent of the 20 

off-campus residents that are having 21 

interactions.  Is that correct or am I not 22 
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distilling the data correctly? 1 

           DR. OLSON:  I know that our 2 

denominator for all student residences in both 3 

neighborhoods, I believe, is 427 so it may be 4 

that we have a numerator from both 5 

neighborhoods and a denominator from one 6 

neighborhood. 7 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I'm 8 

talking about undergraduates because I don't 9 

want to put words in anybody's mouth but it 10 

seems like the focus is on the undergraduate 11 

impacts in the neighborhoods.  Perhaps we can 12 

get back to it because I don't want to put you 13 

on the spot with these numbers.  There's just 14 

a lot here.   15 

           I guess I would be curious, if I'm 16 

reading this right, and maybe we'll get back 17 

to it, is that 22 percent of the undergraduate 18 

off-campus houses in West Georgetown and 19 

Burlieth have had reported interactions so I 20 

guess that's maybe a follow-up question. 21 

           MS. DWYER:  Mr. Selfridge, can I 22 
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just ask what page are you referring to?  Is 1 

this Exhibit B to -- 2 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Appendix 3 

A, Page 9, down at the bottom.  It is in the 4 

March 31st.    5 

           MS. DWYER:  March 31st, Appendix 6 

A. 7 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  No, it's 8 

Exhibit B. 9 

           MS. DWYER:  Exhibit B. 10 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Appendix 11 

A, page 9. 12 

           MS. DWYER:  Page 9?  Thank you. 13 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Down at 14 

the bottom.  I'm looking at the last of the 15 

three blocks. 16 

           MS. DWYER:  We can follow up and 17 

provide something for the record to clarify 18 

that and those percentages. 19 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Sure.  20 

That would be helpful.  I know it's a lot to 21 

process here but my reading is it's 22 percent 22 
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which seems high. 1 

           Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for 2 

indulging. 3 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Ms. Dwyer, you 4 

mentioned when we were doing the party status 5 

and named a couple of groups and you basically 6 

helped us go through the process.  They were 7 

there 10 years ago.  Let me ask, have the 8 

groups of party status tonight, were they 9 

there 20 years ago? 10 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes, they were.  11 

Twenty years ago when the 1990 campus plan was 12 

going through the process, we ended up -- 13 

actually that's when the BZA at the time 14 

imposed the quarterly meeting process and we 15 

began meeting with 14 community organizations, 16 

3 ANC's and 11 neighborhood associations.   17 

           In the 2000 campus plan we 18 

actually had three additional parties in 19 

opposition who are not in opposition, or 20 

parties in opposition, for this campus plan.  21 

At that time we had the Cloisters in 22 
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opposition, we had Hillendale, and we had the 1 

Georgetown Residence Alliance.   2 

           This University has had a history 3 

of very active community groups participating 4 

in the campus plan process.  We have fewer 5 

parties in opposition today than we did before 6 

but I think the University continues to take 7 

the issues very seriously with the neighbors.  8 

           Even though in the 2000 campus 9 

plan the condition requiring a quarterly 10 

meeting process was not imposed, the 11 

University has voluntarily continued to have 12 

those quarterly meetings with those same 13 

organizations so it's a very genuine 14 

commitment to work with the neighborhood. 15 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  You 16 

actually answered my second question.  I was 17 

trying to see if there was some improvement 18 

through that whole process because I do 19 

believe in the good neighbor policy and that's 20 

my own process.  I know that's not one of 21 

Georgetown's. 22 
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           I noticed in the meeting, in the 1 

outreach behind Tab P, I'm looking here and I 2 

see you had Don Edwards, Justice and 3 

Sustainability.  I'm familiar with his work.  4 

I know that he has brought a lot of 5 

communities closer together.   6 

           I see that you all brought him in 7 

-- it looks as though you brought him in 8 

Tuesday, August 31, 2010.  That looks like the 9 

first meeting that he was brought in.  Why did 10 

you bring him in?  I'm just curious. 11 

           MS. DWYER:  Mr. Chairman, we 12 

brought him in because we were meeting with 13 

the city agencies and they asked us to try 14 

again with the community and see if we could 15 

come to resolution on some of the issues 16 

surrounding the campus plan.   17 

           We felt that using a facilitator 18 

to assist in that process would be fruitful so 19 

we contacted him, Don Edwards, and met with 20 

him as did the community and went through a 21 

series of meetings.  We are not permitted to 22 
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publicly discuss what we discussed at those 1 

meetings but we did, all sides, the community 2 

and the University, sit down in good faith and 3 

try and come to resolution on some of the 4 

outstanding issues. 5 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I wouldn't ask you 6 

to discuss but I'm just curious because I know 7 

his work and his work has brought a lot of 8 

people together.  I guess my next question, if 9 

you can answer, as a result of him coming in 10 

did we get any closer together or did we stay 11 

where we were pretty much? 12 

           MS. DWYER:  I think there was some 13 

getting closer together on some issues.  I 14 

think over the course of the last two years 15 

the primary issue with the community has been 16 

whether the University can provide additional 17 

on-campus undergraduate housing.   18 

           I think it's clear from our 19 

submission the University did propose that 20 

initially in the 1789 block which is within 21 

the campus boundaries and felt that was the 22 
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most viable option.  The community did not 1 

support that so the University withdrew it.  2 

           During the course of the last 3 

three months the University has renewed its 4 

commitment to study options and hired an 5 

entirely new team to look at alternatives and 6 

that's why, as Dr. DeGioia said, the Leavey 7 

Center has come to the top as one of the most 8 

promising options.  I think really on-campus 9 

housing is the primary issue. 10 

           The University feels in its March 11 

31 filing by committing to do an additional 12 

250 beds that was a significant concession and 13 

something that we had heard from the community 14 

over the last two years. 15 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  I think Dr. 16 

O'Donnell mentioned -- oh, maybe I'm in the 17 

wrong place.  Dr. Olson?  Okay.  I heard you 18 

mention some programs and it seems like those 19 

programs happened like maybe a year-and-a-half 20 

or so before you got ready to come down here 21 

for your campus plan.  I'm just curious why 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 128 

didn't we start then?   1 

           The good neighbor policy, I think, 2 

we should have started.  I know this went on 3 

for a while, even as early as 2007.  You were 4 

saying we did this a year-and-a-half ago I 5 

have here.   6 

           Do you think some of those 7 

programs that you mentioned in your testimony 8 

-- I don't know if the community advisors is 9 

one of them but that's one I wrote down -- do 10 

you think if we started earlier we probably 11 

could have been closer together?   12 

           What I hear from the opposition 13 

side people are looking for mitigation 14 

measures and you spoke about that.  You also 15 

spoke about things you all put in place six or 16 

seven months ago, or maybe a year ago.  17 

           DR. OLSON:  Sure.  Chairman Hood, 18 

I want to note what's submitted in our 19 

December filing is a description of our off- 20 

campus life plan and what we have shared with 21 

our neighbors and some previous meetings with 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 129 

them as we've gone through is a long 1 

trajectory of working consistently to improve 2 

and strengthen that program and those 3 

mitigation strategies.   4 

           Over time we have implemented and 5 

tuned up and that increased the size of the 6 

SNAP patrol.  Over time we have implemented 7 

everything from websites to more active trash 8 

management systems in the neighborhood.  Over 9 

time we have engaged students in new ways.  10 

           Over time on a couple of occasions 11 

we have strengthened sanctions.  What we have 12 

done this last year is just the latest round 13 

in strengthening sanctions.   14 

           While I certainly acknowledge we 15 

have added some new steps there just six 16 

months ago, eight months ago, and just a year- 17 

and-a-half ago, those follow a long trajectory 18 

of adding new measures and taking creative new 19 

approaches and listening to our neighbors and 20 

listening to our students so we've been 21 

committed to this for the long term and we 22 
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continue that commitment.   1 

           I do want to share that from our 2 

perspective it very much is an ongoing 3 

trajectory.  We made improvements to our on- 4 

campus Safe Ride shuttle system, for example, 5 

around 2005 in the middle of the decade when 6 

we saw a need there both to improve safety and 7 

to get some more students off of neighborhood 8 

streets. 9 

           MS. DWYER:  Mr. Chairman, we would 10 

be happy to provide for the record the history 11 

of the changes that have been made over the 12 

last 10 years.  As Dr. Olson has said, it was 13 

not done just in anticipation of the campus 14 

plan.  It's a continuous process and we can 15 

provide the history of all of the improvements 16 

that have taken place over the last 10 years 17 

in the off-campus program. 18 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  That will be very 19 

helpful for me.  Let's talk about GUTS.  Is 20 

that what you call it, GUTS?  Never heard 21 

that.  Let's talk about GUTS.   22 
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           One of the things -- I'll tell 1 

you, there must have been some misinformation 2 

out there because I read a letter and for the 3 

life of me I kept looking at where the 4 

boundaries were being extended and I never saw 5 

that so obviously there must have been some 6 

misinformation.  Let's talk about GUTS.  7 

What's between Foxhall and the University?  8 

It's a park, right?  Glover National Park, 9 

right? 10 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes, Glover National 11 

Park. 12 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You know what?  I 13 

have another question but I'm going to lead by 14 

example. 15 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I was hoping 16 

you were going to ask another one so I could 17 

get an extra one. 18 

           Okay.  I think most of my 19 

questions regarding IPEDS were answered.  One 20 

thing that kind of got thrown in there was the 21 

reference to foreign exchange students.  Those 22 
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aren't counted in IPEDS at all, foreign 1 

exchange students? 2 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  It depends on the 3 

category of foreign exchange students.  A 4 

student who comes here to work for a degree at 5 

Georgetown surely shows up. 6 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Right. 7 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  A student who 8 

comes here for a two-week program in the 9 

summertime does not show up here. 10 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Right.  Okay. 11 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  It varies.  The 12 

threshold of being a student at Georgetown, it 13 

doesn't matter where they come from, they get 14 

counted. 15 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Right.  I 16 

understand that.  If someone comes for a 17 

semester abroad but comes here, does that 18 

count? 19 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Yes. 20 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  What kind of 21 

quantities is that?  Is that 20, 100, 1,000? 22 
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           DR. O'DONNELL:  I don't want to go 1 

for that number without checking.  We can 2 

provide it. 3 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I'm just 4 

curious.  If they don't count I want to make 5 

sure there aren't a large or significant 6 

number that are not being counted for some 7 

reason.  It doesn't sound significant but -- 8 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  I'm not expecting 9 

it to be large but I don't want to make up a 10 

number.  11 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I think it 12 

would probably be helpful to have that.  I 13 

assume there isn't anything else, no other 14 

category that doesn't get counted like that.  15 

Right? 16 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  No, that's right.  17 

I outlined the exclusions that we now have 18 

which are fewer exclusions than we had before 19 

-- that we now propose are fewer than we had 20 

before. 21 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  The one thing 22 
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that I do want to get clarified on the 1 

counting method, I understand there used to be 2 

an averaging and that was basically averaging 3 

Fall and Spring and there was great debate 4 

about that.  But then there's reference to the 5 

FTE method and I don't really understand what 6 

the FTE method is necessarily.  I know what it 7 

is in government and how you do that.  Is that 8 

a defined method? 9 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  It is within 10 

higher ed administration.  Graduate students 11 

come in all sizes, shapes, colors, and 12 

varieties.  We use it for graduate students.  13 

There are full-time course takers, part-time 14 

course takers that work in the lab, working on 15 

thesis, different -- 16 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  So is the 17 

number of graduate students actual bodies or 18 

is it an FTE? 19 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  The financial 20 

full-time is not even FTE.  It's financial 21 

full time. 22 
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           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I understand. 1 

           DR. O'DONNELL:   That actually 2 

works out to be about the smallest number you 3 

could use responsibly to talk about your 4 

number.  It means a lot to me because I'm 5 

interested in how it trades out in dollar 6 

terms.  As an internal management number it 7 

makes perfect sense.  Externally it's more 8 

opaque and it just looks smaller.  We are 9 

willing to say let's go with the IPEDS number. 10 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Which is just a 11 

number of approved people. 12 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Which is head 13 

count.  If you're interested in impacts, you 14 

are more interested in head count than you are 15 

in my dollars. 16 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I think 17 

generally speaking that's probably right.  18 

Okay. 19 

           The new cap that is being proposed 20 

at 15,000, that assumes that 1,000 SCS 21 

students are going to be in a satellite 22 
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location? 1 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Yes.       2 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Is that where 3 

that difference between 16,133 and 15,000 4 

comes from essentially? 5 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We're talking 6 

about taking 1,000 out and when we looked at 7 

a not-round number, I said what the heck, 8 

let's round it down to 15,000." 9 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  That's 10 

essentially what it counts for.  Right? 11 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  That's right. 12 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  I just 13 

wanted to be very clear on that. 14 

           How much housing was proposed to 15 

the 1789 block that didn't happen? 16 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Two hundred and 17 

fifty beds. 18 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Two hundred and 19 

fifty.  Okay.  Just out of curiosity, and it's 20 

probably too early to even speculate on this 21 

but I'll ask anyway, the hospital complex 22 
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strikes me as being sort of a sprawling thing.  1 

I'm wondering if in the new hospital it's 2 

going to be a greatly consolidated kind of 3 

thing, much like what happened at GW when they 4 

got a little bit taller and they got much more 5 

compact.  Is that going to open up 6 

opportunities for you to do housing? 7 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  We're very hopeful.  8 

Part of the reason why we were willing to 9 

explore the potential of the development of 10 

one of our two athletic fields was the idea 11 

that we would be able to recover space that 12 

otherwise is currently used by MedStar. 13 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Right. 14 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  They are not in a 15 

position at this point to give us a clear 16 

sense of what the implications would be of 17 

consolidating on the North Kehoe site but 18 

that's part of what we will be engaged with 19 

them in the months ahead as we try to sort 20 

through future design of clinical care on our 21 

campus. 22 
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           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I understand 1 

that the timing may just be off but I would be 2 

very interested in understanding something 3 

about the total square footage changes and 4 

what buildings might be in play if there were 5 

a consolidation.   6 

           I mean, if there can be any kind 7 

of analysis of that. I have as strong an 8 

interest as you do in trying to understand the 9 

implications for Georgetown.  I would bet it's 10 

stronger but okay.  It's one of those things 11 

that helps me visualize what could go on 12 

there. 13 

           Bear with me a second because a 14 

lot of my questions are being answered by 15 

others, or asked and answered by others.  16 

           Okay.  Let's go on to some 17 

transportation things.  There is a reference 18 

to working with DDOT on the Canal Road entry 19 

and that's, I assume, having to do with a 20 

left-turn exit that is not allowed.  Is that 21 

right or is there more to it? 22 
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           MR. VAN PELT:  Well, we've worked 1 

with DDOT throughout the campus plan process 2 

and talking with them about the overall 3 

transportation elements of the campus plan.  4 

           As far as the left turn on Canal, 5 

a movement that is not allowed today in the 6 

morning, we have looked at the existing 7 

traffic volumes that are out there and looked 8 

at our traffic models and made observations.  9 

We think there is a possibility of maybe 10 

lifting that prohibition. 11 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  That hasn't 12 

been resolved with DDOT yet? 13 

           MR. VAN PELT:  We've have 14 

conversations with them and they are looking 15 

at it and their signals people are looking at 16 

it now. 17 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  And they 18 

haven't given any indication one way or 19 

another?  They are just studying it or -- 20 

           MR. VAN PELT:  Not at this time. 21 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  -- trying to 22 
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persuade them? 1 

           MR. VAN PELT:  We think it's 2 

something that is a viable option and they are 3 

studying it. 4 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Can we 5 

get a -- well, I'm interested.  I don't know 6 

about the rest of the Commission but I'm 7 

interested in the overall route map for the 8 

GUTS buses just to understand the total range 9 

of where those go. 10 

           Let's talk about the loop road for 11 

a second.  I know there are statements in the 12 

submission that you looked at alternatives for 13 

keeping the loop road inboard of the gymnasium 14 

basically and the field house.  Right?  15 

           Keeping it within the campus and 16 

that it doesn't work for a number of technical 17 

reasons or what have you.  I find what's in 18 

the submission to be lacking in that regard.  19 

I mean, I'm not the type to simply accept when 20 

somebody says it doesn't work and just believe 21 

it.   22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 141 

           I need to see it demonstrated.  1 

Rather than try to get an explanation right 2 

here, if you could submit some documentation 3 

that shows what you've studied and why it 4 

doesn't work, I think that would be very 5 

helpful. 6 

           MS. DWYER:  We'd be happy to do 7 

that. 8 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  I know 9 

you mentioned working with the Park Service on 10 

the proposed loop road and conditions 11 

associated with that and I know I was involved 12 

in a very early conversation on this topic and 13 

it has since been handed off to others in my 14 

office or in the management of that park unit.  15 

I'm wondering if those conversations are 16 

occurring right now and what the state of 17 

those are. 18 

           MS. DWYER:  We had a meeting with 19 

representatives of the Park Service probably 20 

two months ago and we were asked to retain a 21 

firm to look at the actual construction that 22 
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would be required for the one segment of the 1 

road that is missing.  We have gotten that 2 

consultant's report and we will be following 3 

up with the Park Service to review that. 4 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  I'm down 5 

to like two questions on the loop road.  I'll 6 

wait. 7 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  That's okay.  Will 8 

this be it? 9 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I think so. 10 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Go ahead and 11 

finish those two.  I see my example didn't 12 

work but go ahead and finish those two. 13 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Did I 14 

understand correctly that the loop road will 15 

not have an impact on the park planned except 16 

that there might be storm water -- some kind 17 

of stormwater operation in the easement area?  18 

Did I understand that is how far you've 19 

gotten? 20 

           MS. DWYER:  Based on the latest 21 

concept drawings that we've seen, first of 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 143 

all, the loop road is entirely on University 1 

property. 2 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Right. 3 

           MS. DWYER:  There's no part of it 4 

that even goes into the easement area.  The 5 

only work that needs to be done in the 6 

easement area is actually the tiebacks and 7 

that is so far all of the work that is 8 

required.  We're not even sure there would be 9 

any need for any work on the Park Service 10 

property but that is something we will be 11 

discussing when we meet with them. 12 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  But it would 13 

require getting permits from the Park Service 14 

in order to do the work? 15 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes.  The University 16 

will work with the Park Service on that, yes. 17 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Assuming that 18 

the Park Service is prepared to do that.  I 19 

don't know whether the Park Service is or 20 

isn't. 21 

           MS. DWYER:  We had a very good 22 
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meeting two months ago and we're hoping that 1 

the next meeting is as good. 2 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Do you 3 

know -- well, I'll leave that question alone.  4 

I think that's it for me.  Thanks. 5 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Turnbull. 6 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Thank you, 7 

Mr. Chair.  Getting back to we were talking 8 

about community interaction.  Is there a 9 

standard or a meeting or anything set up 10 

during the year?  Are there so many meetings? 11 

Do you meet with the community groups on a 12 

semi-regular basis at all?  Is there anything? 13 

           MS. DWYER:  The University meets 14 

with the same 14 community organizations on a 15 

quarterly basis. 16 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Quarterly. 17 

           MS. DWYER:  And then, in addition, 18 

they created this new group called Alliance 19 

for Local Living which is another monthly 20 

forum to share information.  They also attend 21 

the ANC meetings during the campus plan 22 
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process. 1 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  The 2 

University representatives attend? 3 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes.  During the 4 

campus plan process Dr. DeGioia actually had 5 

individual meetings with several of the 6 

leaders in the community to talk about the 7 

campus plan so there is a very active process 8 

for sharing of information and it's been 9 

ongoing, the quarterly meetings, for 20 years. 10 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  Let 11 

me just talk about the campus plan a little 12 

bit.  The 250 beds I'm looking at.  There's a 13 

lot of new campus.  There's a lot of new ideas 14 

and housing and dormitories other than the 15 

standard two-by-two suites, suitemates and a 16 

bathroom.  Now there's four-plex or six.   17 

           How do you see your new dormitory 18 

being?  Are you getting new ways or are you 19 

re-renovating?  I'm just curious how are you 20 

attracting more students other than just 21 

getting a blank room? 22 
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           DR. DeGIOIA:  We actually have not 1 

begun the work yet.  The site that we've 2 

identified that we are going to explore very, 3 

very rigorously is our campus hotel.  We've 4 

been operating this as a hotel and conference 5 

center since 1988.   6 

           It's been very successful for us 7 

but as we sort of weigh the balance between 8 

securing additional on-campus housing as a 9 

part of trying to ensure the success of this 10 

process, and the importance of a hotel, we've 11 

sort of determined that a higher priority for 12 

us is to try to ensure more on-campus beds.  13 

We believe that facility, which is on the 14 

Leavey Center at the middle of our campus, 15 

will enable us to provide 250 additional beds 16 

but I can't tell you yet -- 17 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  How are 18 

you going to do it? 19 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  -- how we'll design 20 

the rooms accordingly. 21 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yeah.  I 22 
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know there is a lot of new thought out there 1 

on how to house students.  There's either 2 

bigger units, living rooms, laundry is on the 3 

same floor.  I'm just curious on how 4 

progressive you're going and how much is 5 

staying the same. 6 

           DR. OLSON:  If I could just add, 7 

our current stock of housing on campus takes 8 

a number of different forms.  We certainly 9 

have some more traditional residence halls.  10 

In many cases our younger students live there 11 

but we have suite style and many apartment 12 

style arrangements. 13 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay. 14 

           DR. OLSON:  We've worked hard to 15 

have inviting kitchens and community rooms on 16 

each floor.  The Southwest Quad residence hall 17 

we built last decade has those features and 18 

has sort of small private study rooms on each 19 

floor, some very nice gathering spaces on main 20 

floors.  We certainly have worked to make sure 21 

that our housing is inviting and up-to-date as 22 
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we move forward.  We are committed to 1 

continuing to do that.  2 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  3 

Great.  Thank you.  I was looking back on page 4 

17, the slide from your PowerPoint show here.  5 

It has the campus circulation and open space 6 

improvements.  A lot of green space.  You talk 7 

about LEED, at least LEED silver for your 8 

buildings.  What about in the landscaping?  9 

Are we looking at gray water recirculating?  10 

Are you trying to do any sustainable 11 

landscaping?  How far are you going to go with 12 

that? 13 

           MR. COOPER:  We haven't gotten to 14 

detailed design yet except at the conceptual 15 

level and the idea of sustainable landscape 16 

practice is absolute convention in that 17 

industry right now.  We will have the 18 

opportunity for looking at combining landscape 19 

with storm water strategies that the 20 

University is committed to.  The detailed 21 

design will reveal all of that. 22 
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           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I take it 1 

there will be a unified palate of materials? 2 

           MR. COOPER:  In all likelihood 3 

that's the case. 4 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  I 5 

note on that plan it shows pedestrian travel 6 

and then it shows enhanced pedestrian travel.  7 

Is that where you get a ride on someone's 8 

back?  Is there a tow rope?     9 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I think part of our 10 

intention in this plan is to reduce as much as 11 

we can vehicular traffic in the heart of the 12 

campus.  When we use enhanced, I think we're 13 

talking about trying to reduce vehicular 14 

traffic and create more opportunity for 15 

walkways. 16 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I thought 17 

you had some new concept that we hadn't heard 18 

of yet. 19 

           DR. OLSON:  No monorails. 20 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Like a 21 

series of skateboards or something on a tow 22 
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rope. 1 

           Looking at this plan and looking 2 

at commercial areas that the students are 3 

going to, where are some of the key places 4 

that I'm looking at?  What are some of the 5 

problem areas that you have on this plan? 6 

           DR. OLSON:  I think that one of 7 

the key connecting points in traffic patterns 8 

that we are aware of and are working to 9 

mitigate and address is Prospect Street.  On 10 

slide No. 17 if you look at the lower-most 11 

right hand -- 12 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  I 13 

see it. 14 

           DR. OLSON:  -- arrow going to the 15 

right there, that's a primary route that 16 

connects the campus with the commercial 17 

corridor on M Street.  That's an area that we 18 

know is key there.  Just as one example of our 19 

efforts in that direction, that is a place 20 

where these reimbursable MPD officers are 21 

stationed during key hours.   22 
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           It's a place where we cover with 1 

our shuttle that provides some van service for 2 

students during nighttime hours.  It's a place 3 

that our SNAP patrol focuses on.  We are very 4 

much aware that is one of the busier 5 

corridors.   6 

           There are some neighborhood 7 

business locations like 35th and O Streets, 8 

coffee house, barber shop, other things there.  9 

There are some small nodes like that.  Couple 10 

of restaurants along 36th Street so we are 11 

very much aware of that area. 12 

           Also because that's a busy street 13 

and some of the University-owned townhouses in 14 

that area we've worked to remove street-side 15 

trash pickup to a more hidden location behind 16 

those townhouses in an effort to improve the 17 

look and the flow of that street.  Some of the 18 

efforts we are aware of in that key area. 19 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Getting 20 

back then to the possible hospital.  So the 21 

area that is now hospital could become a field 22 
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again, or that's one option? 1 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  It's a high priority 2 

for us to ensure that we have a second 3 

athletic field.  Part of the conversations 4 

with MedStar is that if we were to make 5 

available our field for construction of a 6 

hospital, we would need to recover some of 7 

their property so that we would be able to 8 

ensure the continuation of our core mission. 9 

           COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  That would 10 

be -- the phasing of that would be kind of 11 

critical in how you do that.  Take one down 12 

and make the other and not impact your 13 

programs. 14 

           I know we have a lot of issues so 15 

I think it's an exciting plan from the 16 

standpoint of sustainability and I want to 17 

complement you on it.  I think the students in 18 

the future will appreciate this so I think 19 

it's a good job. 20 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you, Mr. 21 

Turnbull. 22 
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           Vice Chairman Schlater. 1 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Thank 2 

you, Mr. Chairman.   3 

           I have a question on the main body 4 

of the plan on page 6.  There's reference to 5 

some townhouses that Georgetown owns along 6 

36th Street and Prospect Street.  It says 7 

those townhouses are used as undergraduate 8 

housing.  I think I read elsewhere in the 9 

record that it's a source of contention with 10 

the neighborhood.  Have those townhouses 11 

always been used as undergraduate residences? 12 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I will defer to my 13 

colleagues to provide more detail on this but 14 

my recollection is in 1990 when we were going 15 

through our campus planning process we were 16 

requested to take the townhouses that we owned 17 

close to the campus.   18 

           If we had other than undergraduate 19 

students living in them, we were to move those 20 

people out, which would have been graduate 21 

students, faculty, and provide as much as 22 
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possible undergraduate housing in the houses 1 

that we own adjacent to the campus.  That goes 2 

back to a request that came out of the 1990 3 

process.  Let me defer to my colleagues for 4 

more detail.I 5 

           MS. DWYER:  I just wanted to 6 

confirm that that was one of the conditions of 7 

the 1990 bicentennial campus plan.  The 8 

University made a commitment at that point in 9 

time to provide 925 beds on campus.  One of 10 

the ways they could provide those beds was to 11 

move approximately 200 graduate students out 12 

of University housing.   13 

           For at least the last 20 years 14 

there have been a mix of undergraduates living 15 

in those properties.  I'll let Dr. Olson 16 

describe the Magis Row program which is for 17 

some of those properties and what kind of a 18 

unique program that is to ensure no impact 19 

from those students. 20 

           DR. OLSON:  Sure.  So as we look 21 

at these townhouses, we were aware of some of 22 
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the concerns that have arisen in regard to the 1 

houses on that 1400 block of 36th Street 2 

between O and P.   3 

           About four years ago we began the 4 

planning for making that in essence an upper 5 

class living/learning community where students 6 

could design their own academic or service- 7 

related theme.  Had to work with a faculty 8 

adviser and we implemented that program.   9 

           We are finishing up our third year 10 

of running that on that block.  We've been 11 

very pleased.  Our students are enthused about 12 

that option.  We have a very competitive 13 

process for students to live in those houses.  14 

Again, they have to work with faculty 15 

advisors.  They do service work around the 16 

city.  In conjunction with that we've seen 17 

some of our most motivated students moving in 18 

there.   19 

           We've seen the number of reports 20 

of staff interactions in that block go down 21 

during that time period so we are pleased with 22 
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that.  Again, we are committed to doing the 1 

best we can.   2 

           I would also note that the 3 

townhouses along 36th Street, as I mentioned 4 

before, is a place where we have worked to 5 

improve the overall experience for our 6 

students and neighbors by moving what were 7 

street-side trash systems to an alley behind 8 

the street.  We've done that on 36th Street as 9 

well. 10 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Could you 11 

provide just some photos of those townhouses 12 

for the record just so we can see how those 13 

are being kept up -- 14 

           DR. OLSON:  Sure. 15 

           MS. DWYER:  Sure.  We would be 16 

happy to do that. 17 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  -- 18 

relative to the rest of the neighborhood.  It 19 

raises another question which is Georgetown 20 

University ownership of property in the 21 

neighborhood overall.  Does Georgetown own 22 
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other housing in West Georgetown and Burlieth 1 

in any way?  Does it act as a landlord in any 2 

way in those neighborhoods? 3 

           DR. OLSON:  There are a small 4 

number of other townhouses in the area to the 5 

east of campus that the University owns.  A 6 

very modest number of primarily for faculty 7 

and administrators who went it out to them.  8 

I don't know if Dr. O'Donnell wants to add 9 

something. 10 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Let me supplement.  11 

There is also a small apartment building on 12 

33rd Street with on the order of half a dozen 13 

two-bedroom apartments that are occupied by 14 

faculty. 15 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Okay.  16 

Thank you.  Is it possible to provide a list 17 

of properties owned in the surrounding 18 

neighborhoods? 19 

           MS. DWYER:  Sure.  We can provide 20 

that list for the West Georgetown and Burlieth 21 

neighborhoods.  We'll also indicate the number 22 
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of years that the University has owned those 1 

properties because I think you'll find that 2 

most of them have been in University ownership 3 

for decades.  It wasn't a recent acquisition. 4 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  And can 5 

you put them on a map just so we can see 6 

relative concentration -- 7 

           MS. DWYER:  Certainly. 8 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  -- of 9 

those properties? 10 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes, we can. 11 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Talking 12 

about off-campus housing for grads and 13 

undergrads, I think the record is a little 14 

conflicted on whether the number of people, 15 

grads and undergrads, living off campus has 16 

gone up or gone down over the past 10 years.  17 

           I'm not sure I saw it in your 18 

presentation today.  Does Georgetown have a 19 

position on where that trend has gone over the 20 

past 10 years in terms of the number of 21 

graduate and undergraduate students living off 22 
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campus in the surrounding neighborhoods? 1 

           MS. DWYER:  The University has 2 

looked at that.  I'll let Dr. Olson address 3 

that.  Based on the numbers that the 4 

University has for both the undergraduates and 5 

the graduate students, it's either been stable 6 

or has actually slightly decreased over the 7 

last 10 years. 8 

           DR. OLSON:  I'll just echo that 9 

point and say that we have looked at it.  We 10 

have gotten more sophisticated over time at 11 

gathering that information and that 12 

information overall paints a picture of 13 

stability over time. 14 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Does the 15 

University play any role -- I don't know how 16 

to say this.  Does it provide a clearinghouse 17 

for rental units off campus?  Does the 18 

university have to approve those units?  How 19 

does that process work when I'm an 20 

undergraduate and I want to move off campus 21 

and I'm looking for an apartment? 22 
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           DR. OLSON:  Sure.  Let me start by 1 

saying we've had a good partnership for about 2 

the last seven years or so with the Department 3 

of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs and their 4 

inspection program that grants rental 5 

properties a basic business license and 6 

assures the basic safety of the property so we 7 

care about the quality of housing that's 8 

there, the safety of our students and the 9 

quality of life for everyone in the 10 

neighborhoods.   11 

           That's one commitment I would note 12 

there.   I would also say our off-campus 13 

housing resource service in a partner office 14 

on campus does list a number of rental 15 

properties that are available to upper-class 16 

undergrads and to graduate students.   17 

           That office partners with our 18 

Office of International Program to do special 19 

welcome weekends for new graduate students, 20 

especially international students, to come in 21 

and help them locate those properties.   22 
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           One of the key criteria for a 1 

property to be included on that list is that 2 

they verify that they have been inspected and 3 

the DCRA has given them that basic business 4 

license.  In that way we do provide a clearing 5 

house and we work very hard to steer new 6 

students to those properties through those 7 

mechanisms. 8 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Very 9 

good.  Can you provide for the record your 10 

calculation of the graduate and 11 

undergraduates, that trend over the last 10 12 

years? 13 

           MS. DWYER:  We would be happy to 14 

do that. 15 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  And as 16 

far back as you can go would be helpful. 17 

           MS. DWYER:  Right.  In the last 18 

campus plan there was a chart that actually 19 

went back to 1996 so we have 1996 and 2000 and 20 

2010 and we can provide that for the record. 21 

           VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  Okay.  22 
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Thank you very much.   1 

           No further questions. 2 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Commissioner 3 

Selfridge. 4 

           Good timing. 5 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Thank 6 

you, Mr. Chairman.   7 

           Mr. Van Pelt, I just want to talk 8 

about GUTS a little bit just to make sure I 9 

understand it.  I understand what it does but 10 

what we're proposing that it does is that 11 

there is this inner loop.  Is that what we 12 

reviewed?  I don't know if it's possible to 13 

get it down on a slide, that this new inner 14 

loop the bus now comes in Canal Road and exits 15 

Canal Road? 16 

           MR. VAN PELT:  That correct.  17 

Today there's five GUTS routes.  The one that 18 

goes through the neighborhood I think that 19 

probably causes the most contention is the 20 

Dupont Circle route.  One of the things that 21 

would allow us with this loop is that actually 22 
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could be rerouted and have it come in through 1 

Canal and return back out to Canal.   2 

           The other thing the loop allows us 3 

to do is connect both the north and the 4 

southern portions of the campus and better 5 

serve the campus and connect the campus to the 6 

various GUTS routes. 7 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  The 8 

Dupont Circle route, what exit did that used 9 

to go out, or does it go out now, Reservoir? 10 

           MR. VAN PELT:  It goes out 11 

Reservoir Road.  During peak times it actually 12 

go through the neighborhood.  On off-peak 13 

times it's routed kind of a circuitous way 14 

around but to avoid the neighborhood.  With 15 

the loop it wouldn't need to do that.  I would 16 

actually be able to come in and out off of 17 

Canal. 18 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  So that 19 

would be exclusively in and out of Canal Road? 20 

           MR. VAN PELT:  Correct. 21 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  22 
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Thank you.  Sifting a little bit but staying 1 

on transportation, is there a concern that the 2 

addition of graduate and continuing education 3 

students is going to have a significantly 4 

higher traffic impact as those students tend 5 

to drive more?  I think I saw on your 6 

statistics there's a higher percentage who are 7 

vehicle passenger occupants.  What is the 8 

impact, I guess, would be the question? 9 

           MR. VAN PELT:  What we looked at 10 

is really kind of the commuter peak hours and 11 

those students have a tendency to come more 12 

towards the evening and then leave later in 13 

the evening after the peak.  We really don't 14 

expect the impact of the additional graduate 15 

students to be significant.  What we will look 16 

at is really what happens during those peak 17 

hours. 18 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Just so I 19 

understand, the time periods when they are 20 

actually traveling to campus there's more 21 

capacity on the road network so you don't 22 
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think it will be a negative impact? 1 

           MR. VAN PELT:  Well, I mean, it 2 

certainly is in the evening when they are 3 

leaving.  About the time they are coming to 4 

campus they are actually really kind of 5 

limited by the roadway capacity that is there 6 

and getting there.  We don't really expect 7 

that is going to have a significant impact or 8 

add additional traffic. 9 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  10 

Thank you. 11 

           I don't know who to address this 12 

to but Kehoe Field, the covering of it.  I saw 13 

the ANC-2E letter.  I assume, Ms. Dwyer, that 14 

you are familiar with it. 15 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes, I am. 16 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I think 17 

they were concerned about -- they weren't 18 

completely against covering of Kehoe Field.  19 

The concerns were that there would be 20 

conventions meeting and concerts.   21 

           I see in your March 31st 22 
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submission that you commit to not doing 1 

convocations and maintaining a sports program.  2 

Can you say at this point that you won't be 3 

using a covered Kehoe Field for conventions, 4 

meetings, and concerts?  Is that your intent? 5 

           MS. DWYER:  Absolutely.  We said 6 

that all along.  We phrased the condition to 7 

make it very clear that we are simply 8 

continuing the existing uses and the enclosure 9 

allows for the maintenance of that facility.  10 

It will actually reduce light and noise and 11 

the actual design of it would be a further 12 

processing application at a future point in 13 

time. 14 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Thank 15 

you.   16 

           I think I have one final question 17 

for Dr. O'Donnell.  I've got to go back to 18 

Appendix B, page 8.  Not Appendix B.  I'm 19 

sorry, Exhibit B, page 8.  It looks like once 20 

again focusing on the West Georgetown and 21 

Burlieth neighborhoods that the number of 22 
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students who are off-campus students only have 1 

a significantly higher number of interactions 2 

as opposed to the number of students who are 3 

the residential students only.   4 

           If I remember, and I don't have 5 

the numbers in front of me, but the 6 

proportion, I'm going to guess, it would seem 7 

like there were around 1,200 off-campus 8 

undergraduate students and the remainder, 9 

which would have been about 5,300 on-campus 10 

students.   11 

           I guess if you could just provide 12 

some insight into what's different.  Is it 13 

just not as fun in the residential for 14 

students or what's going on?  Is there 15 

different enforcement programs?  What's going 16 

on? 17 

           DR. OLSON:  Mr. Selfridge, let me 18 

work to explain that.  I think what's 19 

important is what this page does is to capture 20 

student code of conduct issues that happen in 21 

the neighborhoods off campus in West 22 
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Georgetown and Burlieth so it's about 1 

incidents that happen on those sites.  What I 2 

would note to note is that the students who 3 

live off campus spend much more time in those 4 

off campus areas.   5 

           There are many, many more hours 6 

per day than are the residential students 7 

below.  What this really captures and what is 8 

important to know is for those residential 9 

students at the bottom of the page they live 10 

elsewhere on campus.   11 

           There may be reports that relate 12 

to them that happen on campus.  Those reports 13 

don't appear here so this is a picture that 14 

just shows the impact of these conduct issues 15 

in the two local neighborhoods off campus.   16 

           It makes sense that the students 17 

who live off campus are much more likely 18 

because they spend much more time in the off- 19 

campus areas to be involved in some of these 20 

incidents.  That's really what that difference 21 

is about. 22 
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           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  So 1 

the bottom paragraph, if you will, or list is 2 

the residential students who are cited when 3 

they are off campus. 4 

           DR. OLSON:  Exactly. 5 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  It's not 6 

the actual number of on-campus incidents. 7 

           DR. OLSON:  That's correct. 8 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  9 

That was very helpful.  Thank you. 10 

           I believe that's it, Mr. Chairman.  11 

Thank you. 12 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Any other 13 

questions?  I'm actually going to forego -- I 14 

do have a few questions.  I'm going to forego 15 

my questions and let's go straight to cross- 16 

examination after we take a restroom break for 17 

about five minutes and the panel can come 18 

right back.  Take a break, get some water, and 19 

come right back and we'll begin.  About five 20 

minutes. 21 

           (Whereupon, at 9:04 p.m. off the 22 
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record until 9:11 p.m.) 1 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Let's go 2 

ahead and take our seats.  We're going to get 3 

started. 4 

           Let me deal with an issue that was 5 

just handed to me at 9:15.  I guess Mr. 6 

Altemus -- who is Mr. Altemus?  Could you come 7 

and take a seat at the table?  Did you just 8 

arrive? 9 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  No, I've been here. 10 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Could you 11 

have a seat at the table.   12 

           Apparently, Ms. Dwyer, what we 13 

thought only lasted five or 10 minutes 14 

earlier, Mr. Altemus now wants to represent 15 

Burlieth.  Am I correct? 16 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  That is correct. 17 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Turn your 18 

microphone on.  Identify yourself for me 19 

first. 20 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  My apologies.  My 21 

name is Tim Altemus and I have proposed an 22 
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appearance on behalf of Burlieth Citizens 1 

Association.  My apologies for the late entry.  2 

I was asked not too long ago to enter my 3 

appearance.  I've worked with Mr. Hines.   4 

           I have no intent on asking 5 

anything remotely similar to Mr. Hinds would 6 

be asking on behalf of Georgetown's 7 

Association.  I simply would ask questions 8 

certainly about the campus, obviously, but 9 

different aspects of it.  I would hope it 10 

would not be any type of inconvenience.  It 11 

certainly won't delay the process. 12 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So Mr. Hinds now 13 

is not representing both CAG and Burlieth.  14 

You're representing Burlieth and he's going to 15 

continue to represent CAG. 16 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  That would be our 17 

request, yes. 18 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Were you here when 19 

we were going through all of that when I 20 

mentioned it? 21 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  Yeah, and I didn't 22 
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know whether -- my apologies for not raising 1 

my voice then. 2 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay. 3 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  My apologies. 4 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Sorry.  5 

It's getting late.  We're going to move on. 6 

           Ms. Dwyer, do you have a question? 7 

           MS. DWYER:  I'm just trying to 8 

understand when Mr. Hines spoke with me before 9 

the hearing started, he indicated that he and 10 

Mr. Altemus would be dividing up the issues in 11 

terms of questioning so there is absolutely no 12 

overlap.  It's just that you're going to be 13 

asking a different set of questions than he's 14 

going to be asking? 15 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  Absolutely. 16 

           MS. DWYER:  So it's not going to 17 

be duplicative or repetitive? 18 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  I don't know enough 19 

about this stuff.  No, no, that is absolutely 20 

our plan. 21 

           MS. DWYER:  Okay.  Then I don't 22 
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have an objection to that. 1 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You may be a lot 2 

quicker then.  Okay.  Good.  Let's do that. 3 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  I think it will come 4 

to that impression. 5 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right.  6 

So we will do that.  Mr. Altemus will be also 7 

cross-examining for Burlieth. 8 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  Thank you very much. 9 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you.  We're 10 

getting ready to start with cross-examination 11 

but I want to start with ANC Commissioner 12 

Lewis and Commissioner Haas.  We are going to 13 

start with Commissioner Lewis. 14 

           Commissioner Haas, if you can find 15 

a seat at the table.  I'll tell you what, 16 

Commissioner Haas, let Commissioner Lewis go 17 

first.  Then after that we'll go to 18 

Commissioner Haas.  Then after that we'll go 19 

to Mr. Hines and then Mr. Altemus and then Mr. 20 

Avery. 21 

           Okay.  You may begin, 22 
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Commissioner. 1 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Thank you, 2 

Chairman Hood.  Good evening everyone and our 3 

friends from the University.  I will be very 4 

brief on cross-examination and basically defer 5 

to the community organization's cross- 6 

examination.   7 

           I would like to follow up on the 8 

hospital discussion because of its importance 9 

to this plan.  Some questions that I believe 10 

Commissioner Schlater and Selfridge got into. 11 

           The MedStar Hospital wants 500,000 12 

gross square feet of additional space in this 13 

plan.  But is it correct, and Dr. DeGioia, I'm 14 

addressing this to you because you've been 15 

speaking for MedStar up until now, but is it 16 

correct that there is no description in this 17 

plan of exactly what the use, or even 18 

generally what the use would be for that 19 

space? 20 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  As best I know what 21 

MedStar is considering right now is one of two 22 
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different options.  One is the expansion of 1 

the existing hospital in a manner somewhat 2 

consistent with what was placed in the 2000 3 

plan consistent with the conditions that were 4 

in place at the time of the transaction. 5 

           Second, an alternative to that 6 

which would involve the construction of a new 7 

hospital.  That's what I know at this point.  8 

The site that they've asked us to explore and 9 

we've given them the room to look at the north 10 

end of campus, but the site that they've asked 11 

to explore is the North Kehoe site.  We have 12 

given them our support in exploring the 13 

potential implications of that site. 14 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  In terms of 15 

approving this campus plan, those uses would 16 

be very different uses, would they not?  One 17 

might be office building, medical clinic, and 18 

the other is a full new research hospital. 19 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Right.  It would be 20 

presumptuous of me to comment on the 21 

implications of the two different options.  I 22 
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do believe, though, what they have in mind is 1 

substantially strengthening the quality of 2 

clinical care.   3 

           So I do believe the North Kehoe 4 

site would actually be a new hospital and the 5 

original expansion site was essentially what 6 

I think they refer to as a surgical tower 7 

which is essentially more room for surgery. 8 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  How can the 9 

Commission and the community assess the 10 

impacts of such a big proposal without knowing 11 

what it is? 12 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I believe what has 13 

been proposed is in the framework of the 14 

continuation of the 2000 plan with a 15 

recognition that once they have clarity 16 

regarding what they would like to do, once 17 

they've worked out with us what it will 18 

entail, they would then come back and request 19 

that support here. 20 

           MS. DWYER:  If I could just add, 21 

the plan as we filed shows the uses for the 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 177 

health care facilities on the north campus and 1 

designates those uses in square footages.  A 2 

lot of those are carryovers from the 2000 3 

plan.   4 

           The concept that isn't known at 5 

this time is whether North Kehoe Field would 6 

be a viable option for a new hospital.  If 7 

MedStar decides to select that site and 8 

reaches an agreement with the university, it 9 

would come back for further processing.  It 10 

would amend the campus plan and it would show 11 

whatever replacement or different uses would 12 

be going on the north campus. 13 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I understand 14 

that but in your submission the 500,000 square 15 

feet are not actually part of the old 16 

submission.  Doesn't it say -- 17 

           MS. DWYER:  That's correct.  That 18 

would be for the new hospital. 19 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  -- in 20 

addition?  What I wonder, and maybe you'll 21 

have an answer to this, is how the Commission 22 
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in the absence of the new hospital can assess 1 

a plan that doesn't really describe -- in 2 

terms of impact on the community that doesn't 3 

really describe yet what's there. 4 

           MS. DWYER:  I believe the 5 

Commission can approve in concept that square 6 

footage is a place holder for the hospital and 7 

the specific impacts would be addressed in the 8 

further processing application. 9 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Including 10 

traffic? 11 

           MS. DWYER:  Including traffic and 12 

access and the number of beds in the hospital. 13 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Okay.  Dr. 14 

DeGioia, if I could just ask you to step into 15 

MedStar issues on one final time for a minute.  16 

This is the ANC filing in the case.  Have you 17 

had a chance to read that?  Here's your 18 

chance.  Very small part.  One paragraph.   19 

           On page 16, the top of page 16 of 20 

the ANC recommendations, where we raise 21 

concerns about the plan as proposed.  Not 22 
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about the new hospital but about the plan as 1 

proposed, and putting yourself in MedStar's 2 

shoes.  There are just three sentences and 3 

let's take them one at a time. 4 

           It says, "In prefiling community 5 

meetings MedStar has made clear that the 6 

proposed plan as filed is not what MedStar 7 

much wants, and quite possibly not what it 8 

would actually ever pursue."  Can you speak 9 

for MedStar to confirm that sentence? 10 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  No, I couldn't. 11 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, can 12 

somebody because it's in your plan and the 13 

proponent of it has said it's not what they 14 

want.  Can we get something from MedStar on 15 

that? 16 

           MS. DWYER:  I have something from 17 

MedStar which I would like to file on the 18 

record and it indicates their support for the 19 

amended plan filed with the Zoning Commission 20 

on March 31st, as well as the plan filed in 21 

December. 22 
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           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  The amended 1 

plan as amended for MedStar only with respect 2 

to taking away temporarily the request for 3 

parking. 4 

           MS. DWYER:  Correct. 5 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  So that 6 

letter doesn't address my question. 7 

           MS. DWYER:  No, I doesn't.  The 8 

plan filed with the Commission as amended on 9 

March 31st is fully supported by MedStar and 10 

I'll file this in the record and I'll give you 11 

a copy. 12 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  What I want 13 

to follow up on then is why a MedStar 14 

representative told the community at a public 15 

meeting at which University senior 16 

representatives were present that the plan as 17 

filed isn't really what it wants.  I would 18 

like MedStar, if we could, to clarify that. 19 

           MS. DWYER:  Again, we have the 20 

letter from MedStar which is clarification 21 

that they support the plan.  I don't know what 22 
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where the statement in the ANC resolution or 1 

filing came from.  Dr. DeGioia has no 2 

recollection of it. 3 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Dr. DeGioia 4 

wasn't there. 5 

           MS. DWYER:  It's beyond the scope 6 

of his testimony today so I don't think he 7 

needs to answer that question. 8 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Lewis, let me 9 

just say that we hear where you're coming from 10 

loud and clear.  We actually will pursue that 11 

a little later so if you want to go to your 12 

next question.  It didn't fall on deaf ears. 13 

           COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I appreciate 14 

that.  In that case, that was my last 15 

question.  I appreciate that very much.  Thank 16 

you. 17 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  18 

Commissioner Haas. 19 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Hi.  I'm Ann 20 

Haas.  I'm representing Advisory Neighborhood 21 

Commission 3D.  We are just on the other side 22 
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of Glover Park.  Foxhall Village overlooks the 1 

parkland.  We've heard the loop road mentioned 2 

several times tonight.  That is really our 3 

main issue.  I think the Chairman -- 4 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Ms. Haas, 5 

I'm sorry.  I should have asked you some 6 

preliminary matters.  I think you answered it 7 

for me but I want to be very clear.  3D 8 

essentially -- we've got this map up here, 9 

which I find very helpful -- represents 10 

Foxhall. 11 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  It represents 12 

Foxhall Village, Colony Hill, and the 13 

Georgetown Reservoir area.  In fact, it goes 14 

all the way up Foxhall Road to the new 15 

Phillips Estate development. 16 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  But it's 17 

west of the campus? 18 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Exactly.  It's 19 

in Ward 3 as opposed to Ward 2. 20 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  21 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Good 22 
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questions. 1 

           COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I should 2 

have asked earlier.  Thank you.  That's very 3 

helpful. 4 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  So this 5 

parkland is essentially a buffer between our 6 

neighborhood and the campus.  The residents of 7 

Foxhall Village -- 8 

           MS. DWYER:  Excuse me.  Is there a 9 

question? 10 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Yes.  I wanted 11 

to provide the Commission with a bit of 12 

background as to why this loop road is -- 13 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Actually, I was 14 

going to let you go to get to your question. 15 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Okay. 16 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  But when you said 17 

you wanted to provide us some background, Ms. 18 

Haas, as you know, this is just for you to ask 19 

questions. 20 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Questions.  21 

Okay, I will zero right in on the questions. 22 
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           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Zero right into 1 

the question. 2 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  I will.  In 3 

this March 31st filing there's a mention of a 4 

National Park Service conducting tests in the 5 

easement area.  What kind of tests? 6 

           MS. DWYER:  I'm sorry.  Exactly 7 

what are you referring to in the March 31st 8 

filing? 9 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  It says, 10 

"Finishing the road will entail conducting 11 

tests in the easement area as well as on 12 

portions of the National Park Service 13 

property." 14 

           MS. DWYER:  Right.  As we 15 

indicated earlier, when the actual time comes 16 

to complete the loop road, there will need to 17 

be some testing done and there will be some 18 

work with the Park Service to make sure that 19 

the loop road doesn't impact in any way Park 20 

Service property or the easement area. 21 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  But what kind 22 
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of tests? 1 

           MS. DWYER:  Tests of soil 2 

conditions, engineering, storm water 3 

management, those kinds of tests to determine 4 

the construction methods. 5 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And then what 6 

is the easement area? 7 

           MS. DWYER:  The easement area is a 8 

defined area that the University agreed to 9 

provide as an easement to the Park Service in 10 

connection with the Canal Road south entrance 11 

project. 12 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And what does 13 

the easement do? 14 

           MS. DWYER:  There are restrictions 15 

in the easement areas to what the University 16 

can or cannot do. 17 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And what would 18 

those include? 19 

           MS. DWYER:  Restrictions on 20 

certain types of buildings, certain types of 21 

uses. 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 186 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Including 1 

roads? 2 

           MS. DWYER:  No.  There is no 3 

restriction on a road. 4 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Is it true 5 

that the easement prohibited the University 6 

from connecting the north and south campuses 7 

via a road? 8 

           MS. DWYER:  The easement does 9 

provide that, yes. 10 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  But we have 11 

just heard that somebody mentioned that this 12 

road would connect those two. 13 

           MS. DWYER:  It is connecting them 14 

in the sense of a loop on the campus.  It is 15 

not connecting them in the sense of a through 16 

connection from the south of the campus north 17 

to Reservoir Road.  That was the prohibition 18 

in the easement. 19 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  I apparently 20 

misunderstood the comment that somebody made 21 

in terms of connecting those two.   22 
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           What does this mean, "Avoid to 1 

work with the National Park Service to avoid 2 

to the extent practicable the location of any 3 

storm water facilities on NPS property.  4 

However, such facilities may be located within 5 

the easement area."  What does that mean? 6 

           MS. DWYER:  That means we're going 7 

to work with the Park Service and to the 8 

extent possible the University is committed to 9 

avoiding any impact on the Park Service 10 

property and minimal impact on the easement 11 

area but the exact construction drawings have 12 

not been developed yet and would be worked out 13 

with the Park Service. 14 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And did we 15 

hear that this road was not in the easement 16 

area? 17 

           MS. DWYER:  That is correct. 18 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  But now we're 19 

talking about within the easement area and 20 

actually on Park Service property. 21 

           MS. DWYER:  The recent drawings 22 
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that were received by the University show that 1 

although the road is completely within 2 

University property, there may be a need for 3 

tiebacks in terms of some underpinning and 4 

some grade changes.  All of that is still in 5 

flux.  It's very preliminary so the University 6 

has committed in good faith to continue to 7 

work with the Park Service.  8 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  What is the 9 

scenic easement? 10 

           MS. DWYER:  A scenic easement is a 11 

dedicated area that is generally for open 12 

space and views as opposed to building 13 

construction. 14 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Then how would 15 

busses be consistent with the scenic easement? 16 

           MS. DWYER:  The buses are not 17 

going to be in the scenic easement area.  They 18 

are on the loop road. 19 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Well, we see 20 

in two places that the scenic easement is 21 

contiguous to the loop road. 22 
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           MS. DWYER:  It's adjacent to but 1 

the loop road is entirely on University 2 

property and not in the scenic easement area. 3 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  But now we 4 

hear not only in the easement area but on Park 5 

Service property so I'm wondering what kind of 6 

permits do you need to do this? 7 

           MS. DWYER:  From time to time the 8 

University has worked with the Park Service 9 

and obtained permits when there have been 10 

erosion issues or other issues with that 11 

service road.  It has a long history of doing 12 

that.  That is the kind of work that would 13 

take place in conjunction with the Park 14 

Service.  15 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Has there been 16 

any enforcement with regard to erosion? 17 

           MS. DWYER:  Absolutely, yes. 18 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  What did that 19 

bring?  What kind of impacts? 20 

           MS. DWYER:  The university obtains 21 

the proper permits and the city comes out and 22 
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inspects and the Park Service follows up. 1 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  No, I mean 2 

there has been erosion already.  Right?  3 

Somebody has acted on that. 4 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes, the University 5 

has acted to repair that. 6 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And what about 7 

the District's Department of the Environment? 8 

           MS. DWYER:  They are working with 9 

the District Department of the Environment as 10 

well.  11 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And is it true 12 

they were fined -- the University was fined 13 

$30,000 by DDOE? 14 

           MS. DWYER:  The University was 15 

fined.  I'm not sure of the exact amount and 16 

they have since paid that fine and followed up 17 

with the permit. 18 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  What do they 19 

plan to do to make sure -- does it make sense 20 

to put buses on a fragile slope that has 21 

already failed twice? 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 191 

           MS. DWYER:  The road is going to 1 

be designed to ensure that it has the capacity 2 

to handle the buses.  Well designed, well 3 

landscaped, and all of that will be done at a 4 

future point in time. 5 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And how would 6 

buses impact a park visitor's experience? 7 

           MS. DWYER:  I don't know if any of 8 

the other witnesses want to jump in here but 9 

the buses are running on biodiesel fuel.  As 10 

I said, the area is going to be landscaped and 11 

there are no bus stops there so there is no 12 

stopping of the buses.  It's simply a route 13 

back down to canal road for the convenience of 14 

the GUTS passengers and the University's 15 

transportation system. 16 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  If there are 17 

no bus stops there, then what is the point of 18 

having the road there? 19 

           MS. DWYER:  The road provides 20 

access back down to Canal Road.  The bus stops 21 

are at the northern end of the campus to allow 22 
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better access to the employees who are up 1 

there and to the hospital employees. 2 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  We heard from 3 

one of the Commissioners that they wanted 4 

further discussion about why the options that 5 

the University decided were not satisfactory 6 

were not satisfactory.  It seems to me given 7 

104 acres is there an option to what you are 8 

proposing in terms of -- 9 

           MS. DWYER:  The Commission did ask 10 

for that information.  We have agreed to 11 

provide that in the record and it will 12 

demonstrate why the other locations or sites 13 

do not work. 14 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And what kind 15 

of noise do these buses make? 16 

           MS. DWYER:  The traditional noise 17 

that buses make. 18 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Are you aware 19 

that there are houses just across from this 20 

parkland? 21 

           MS. DWYER:  I'm aware there are 22 
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houses in Foxhall Village which is the 1 

complete other side of the park and we have 2 

done studies to determine the distance.  I'm 3 

not sure of the exact measurement. 4 

           Alex, I don't know if you know 5 

that, but it's quite a distance from the 6 

University property to the nearest residence. 7 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  So you 8 

probably aren't aware that we've had 9 

complaints then about noise on campus from 10 

Foxhall Village residents? 11 

           MS. DWYER:  I'm not aware of any 12 

complaints. 13 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  How wide do 14 

you expect this road to be? 15 

           MS. DWYER:  I'm not sure that the 16 

exact dimensions have been determined yet. 17 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And how many 18 

buses do you envision going along this steep 19 

slope every day? 20 

           MS. DWYER:  It depends on whether 21 

it's the peak period in the morning or the 22 
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evening. 1 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Which would be 2 

the busier time and at what intervals would 3 

they be coming? 4 

           MS. DWYER:  I believe -- do you 5 

want to answer that, Dan? 6 

           MR. VAN PELT:  The peak period 7 

would be -- in the morning and in the 8 

afternoon there's two real peak periods for 9 

about three hours.  At those peak times 10 

probably a bus every two-and-a-half minutes. 11 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Wow.  Okay.  12 

And how would that be consistent with the 13 

scenic viewshed? 14 

           MS. DWYER:  As a traffic 15 

consultant I'm not sure he is prepared to 16 

answer that. 17 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Better go back 18 

to you. 19 

           Thank you very much. 20 

           Okay.  I'm wondering about noise, 21 

exhaust, and the view.  Can you comment on all 22 
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three of those in terms of park visitors and 1 

neighbors adjacent? 2 

           MS. DWYER:  I guess we can provide 3 

information in the record on all three.  I 4 

mean, I'm not prepared tonight to comment on 5 

exhaust or noise.  We can certainly provide 6 

some diagrams that show the views, the actual 7 

location of the roadway, line of sight 8 

drawings.  We would be happy to provide that 9 

for the record. 10 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  We'd 11 

appreciate that. 12 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  Can I interrupt 13 

for just a second? 14 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Yes. 15 

           COMMISSIONER MAY:  I was thinking 16 

about the noise level issue.  I don't know how 17 

far we've gone down this road in the past.  I 18 

have some recollection of asking for something 19 

like this.   20 

           It is possible to determine what 21 

the decibel level is as produced by a typical 22 
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bus and it is possible to show in a diagram 1 

form how far that sound travels or at certain 2 

distances what the decibel level is.   3 

           Of course, you have to do that at 4 

the different frequencies because certain 5 

frequencies are louder and travel further so 6 

maybe you can do some diagrams that show how 7 

far that will be traveling across the park 8 

area. 9 

           MS. DWYER:  Sure.  We'd be happy 10 

to do that. 11 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Will the loop 12 

road be used for the new hospital? 13 

           MS. DWYER:  There is no location 14 

of the new hospital so we can't comment on 15 

that. 16 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  So it could 17 

possibly be if the hospital is at the 18 

northwest corner. 19 

           MS. DWYER:  There is no way we 20 

know that at this point in time. 21 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  How high will 22 
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be the building on Kehoe Field be? 1 

           MS. DWYER:  The height of the 2 

enclosure has not yet been determined.  That 3 

will go through review by the old Georgetown 4 

Board and then come back to the Zoning 5 

Commission for further processing. 6 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Could it be up 7 

to 50 feet? 8 

           MS. DWYER:  I believe we did have 9 

it in the plan. 10 

           Alex, can you let me know do we 11 

have -- 12 

           MR. COOPER:  There's a height 13 

limit -- 14 

           MS. DWYER:  Right. 15 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You need to be on 16 

the microphone. 17 

           MR. COOPER:  There is a height 18 

limit over North Kehoe today.  I cannot recall 19 

whether it is 50 feet above North Kehoe or 60.  20 

I cannot recall that but we can retrieve that 21 

very quickly. 22 
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           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Isn't North 1 

Kehoe Field the top elevation of the western 2 

campus? 3 

           MR. COOPER:  No, the medical 4 

school is. 5 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And what is 6 

the size of North Kehoe Field? 7 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  It's a soccer field. 8 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Is it three 9 

acres? 10 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I couldn't tell you.  11 

It's a soccer field. 12 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  The architect 13 

quoted that to us at one point so we could be 14 

looking at a three-acre field with a building 15 

that is 50-feet high, significantly above the 16 

steep slope.  Is that right? 17 

           MS. DWYER:  We will address in 18 

further processing.  In this plan we say that 19 

the height of an enclosure would range from 25 20 

to 50 feet so the 50 feet would be the outside 21 

height and the design is not known at this 22 
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point in time.   1 

           We did include in our March 31st 2 

filing some drawings that show that you will 3 

not even be able to see this from the park.  4 

All of that will be addressed in the further 5 

processing. 6 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  I see.  Okay.  7 

Is there any plan to encourage Georgetown 8 

students to use public transportation as 9 

opposed to GUTS buses? 10 

           DR. OLSON:  First of all, we know 11 

that our students travel around the city by a 12 

variety of means now.  Many students use 13 

routes like the G2 that comes near the front 14 

gate.  For many of our students the GUTS bus 15 

does provide the most convenient connection to 16 

Metro.   17 

           I'll note that our students are 18 

also using the Capital Bikeshare Program 19 

extensively.  We certainly encourage our 20 

students to use sustainable methods to get 21 

around the city.  We try and offer them a 22 
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variety of means to do so. 1 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  I guess my 2 

last question is what does the University 3 

perceive as its responsibility under the 4 

easement? 5 

           MS. DWYER:  It's responsibility 6 

under the easement is to fulfill the terms of 7 

the easement and comply with any restrictions 8 

and that's what it is doing. 9 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Oh, I've got 10 

one more question.  What is a service vehicle? 11 

           MS. DWYER:  It depends.  The 12 

dictionary defines a service vehicle to 13 

include buses but it's a moot point here 14 

because the buses are not using the easement 15 

area.  The loop road is entirely on the 16 

University property.  That does not include 17 

the easement area. 18 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  But it's 19 

contiguous in two places.  Is it not? 20 

           MS. DWYER:  It's contiguous but 21 

the buses and the loop road will not be within 22 
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the easement area. 1 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And what is a 2 

22 percent slope? 3 

           MS. DWYER:  I don't know what a 22 4 

percent slope is. 5 

           COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Okay.  Thank 6 

you. 7 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you.  8 

I think we're going to cut it off tonight at 9 

11:00 so let's get as far as we can. 10 

           Mr. Hines. 11 

           MR. HINES:  I have some questions 12 

first for Dr. DeGioia.  I would, however, 13 

expect him to call upon his colleagues for 14 

help if he needs it with any of these 15 

questions. 16 

           Dr. DeGioia, as a graduate of the 17 

University in 1979 you have been with the 18 

University for some time so you can perhaps 19 

share some historical perspective on some of 20 

the issues that we are discussing tonight. 21 

           You previously testified that you 22 
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believe the University should seek to be a 1 

good neighbor.  Correct?  Isn't part of being 2 

a good neighbor responding to the concerns of 3 

the neighboring communities?  Has the number 4 

of students, especially undergraduate students 5 

living off campus, been a principle 6 

neighborhood concern for some period of time? 7 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Yes. 8 

           MR. HINES:  When did you first 9 

become aware of this concern, as a student or 10 

thereafter? 11 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I would say I became 12 

more acutely aware of it when I began serving 13 

in the administration. 14 

           MR. HINES:  And when was that, 15 

sir? 16 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I began serving in 17 

the administration in 1982.  The relevant 18 

position that really brought this into my 19 

focus was the years I served as Dean of 20 

Students 1985 -- beginning of 1985. 21 

           MR. HINES:  What is your 22 
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understanding of the concern that the 1 

neighborhood community had? 2 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I think it's 3 

consistent with a number of the issues we've 4 

discussed already this evening.  The number of 5 

undergraduates that we are able to provide on- 6 

campus -- for whom we are able to provide on- 7 

campus housing has been a concern now for some 8 

time.   9 

           As we discussed a little bit 10 

earlier this evening, beginning in 1990 we 11 

were asked to significantly increase the 12 

number of on-campus beds for undergraduate 13 

students.  From that point we have added more 14 

than -- actually, in this past decade we've 15 

added more than 1,000.   16 

           When I came as an undergraduate in 17 

1975 I think we housed 1,800 students on 18 

campus.  I think today we are well over 5,000.  19 

I think you have some sense of the way in 20 

which that dynamic has informed the 21 

development of our campus life over the course 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 204 

of these 30 years. 1 

           MR. HINES:  Is it fair to say that 2 

going back to 1990 that the concern raised by 3 

the communities adjoining the university was 4 

that the number of students living off-campus 5 

in the community were destabilizing the 6 

community and creating objectionable 7 

conditions? 8 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I think there were 9 

concerns that as we moved forward it was 10 

important for us to be able to provide more 11 

on-campus residence.  I think that's what we 12 

have been trying to do. 13 

           MR. HINES:  To address the concern 14 

I just identified? 15 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I wouldn't describe 16 

the concern in that way.  The way it was 17 

experienced for me was that there were 18 

concerns about the behavior of our students in 19 

the neighborhood and the number of students in 20 

our neighborhood.  What we've tried to do over 21 

the course of these last 20-plus years is try 22 
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to ensure that we responded in the most 1 

appropriate way possible to those concerns. 2 

           MR. HINES:  Going back to the 1990 3 

campus plan, isn't it correct that the 4 

University agreed to build the Southwest 5 

Quadrangle dormitory to respond to such 6 

concerns?  7 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  We agreed that we 8 

would need to provide additional on-campus 9 

beds and one of the ways in which we chose to 10 

do that was the construction of the Southwest 11 

Quadrangle. 12 

           MR. HINES:  And the Southwest 13 

Quadrangle was a 780-bed dormitory. 14 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Yes, that's right. 15 

           MR. HINES:  Are you aware that in 16 

the 2000 campus plan the university predicted 17 

that building that dormitory would reduce the 18 

number of undergraduates living in the 19 

community? 20 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  It was our 21 

expectation that it would. 22 
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           MR. HINES:  And also that the 1 

additional undergraduates that the University 2 

was permitted to increase its enrollment to 3 

would live outside of zip code 2007 and would 4 

not sort of infill what the Southwest 5 

Quadrangle took off from the community? 6 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I don't recall that 7 

as a condition of the undergraduates that 8 

would be joining but I do believe our 9 

intention was to reduce significantly the 10 

growth rate in terms of undergraduates at 11 

Georgetown which we did. 12 

           MR. HINES:  Isn't there an 13 

academic value to permitting students to live 14 

where they learn in a residential college 15 

experience? 16 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Yes, and that's why 17 

over the course of these last roughly 35 years 18 

you've seen the University go from, as I said, 19 

a campus that had approximately 1,800 beds to 20 

one that has over 5,000.  The intent was to 21 

build a residential campus and housing nearly 22 
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80 percent of our undergraduates has enabled 1 

us to achieve that goal. 2 

           MR. HINES:  In terms of the 3 

percentages, which I will not take up with 4 

you, but we seemed to calculate it to be more 5 

like 67 percent but -- 6 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  We clearly think 7 

it's 80. 8 

           MR. HINES:  But do you consider 9 

Harvard, Princeton, Stanford, Yale, some of 10 

the institutions against which you compete for 11 

undergraduate applicants? 12 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  We know very well 13 

who our competitors are and who we win and who 14 

we lose to. 15 

           MR. HINES:  And are these among 16 

them? 17 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Well, the four that 18 

you mentioned are not four institutions we 19 

generally win against.  In fact, I can tell 20 

you institution by institution how well we do 21 

so let me say a word about those. 22 
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           Harvard, Yale, Princeton, and 1 

Stanford are schools to which we are closely 2 

identified but there are fundamental 3 

differences.  I will say truly with respect to 4 

everybody who's here, if somebody is accepted 5 

to Georgetown or to, they generally tend to go 6 

to Harvard, Yale, Princeton, or Stanford.   7 

           If they get into another 8 

institution, we do pretty well.  We go head- 9 

to-head with a lot of other places but those 10 

four we generally do not win in a head-to-head 11 

competition.  There are many reasons for that.  12 

The most fundamental reason why we don't win 13 

is we simply don't have the financial 14 

resources of our peers.   15 

           In fact, if you want to just take 16 

careful look at the most significant 17 

indicator, endowment size at those four 18 

schools is so dramatically different than for 19 

us that it has really made it impossible for 20 

us to compete.   21 

           To put it in perspective, 22 
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Harvard's endowment before the global 1 

financial crisis was $40 billion.  After the 2 

financial crisis it was at $25.  It's now back 3 

in the $30s.  Yale's was roughly $20 billion, 4 

Princeton roughly $17.   5 

           More of a precise point on it, 52 6 

percent of Princeton's operating budget was 7 

covered by their endowment.  At Yale it was 44 8 

percent and at Harvard it was 35 percent.  For 9 

Georgetown it's approximately 6 percent.  Our 10 

endowment is only a billion dollars.   11 

           You might wonder why with all of 12 

our success do we have the 61st endowment in 13 

the country.  The reason for that frankly is 14 

until 1969 we were owned by a small community 15 

of Jesuit priests.  Until 1969 they were 16 

responsible for all of our operations.   17 

           In 1969 there was a separate 18 

incorporation of the University from the 19 

Jesuit community of Georgetown and it was at 20 

that point that we began developing the formal 21 

governing structure and the framework for 22 
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philantrophy that characterizes our peers.   1 

           The bottom line is we don't 2 

actually compete with those four schools.  3 

They have substantially more financial 4 

resources which gives them much stronger 5 

financial aid programs to recruit students 6 

that we compete with head to head. 7 

           MR. HINES:  Are you aware that one 8 

of the reasons why you may not do as well in 9 

competition with those universities is that 10 

they house most of their undergraduates on 11 

campus? 12 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Yes, I'm very 13 

familiar with these institutions.  I grew up 14 

in New Haven so I know Yale very well.  Last 15 

year I was privileged to chair the 16 

accreditation team that reviewed Harvard's 17 

accreditation so I had the opportunity to 18 

spend a good part of last year deeply emersed 19 

in the Harvard community.   20 

           I'm very familiar with their 21 

numbers.  I think in our case we feel that is 22 
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not a reason why we're not competing with 1 

them.  Harvard is able to provide any student 2 

who is admitted whose family income is less 3 

than $60,000 a full ride with no cost to the 4 

student.  If a family earns less than 5 

$220,000, the family is only asked to provide 6 

10 percent of the cost for a Harvard 7 

education.   8 

           In our case, we require all of our 9 

first-year students and all of our second-year 10 

students to live on campus.  We have 11 

approximately half of our student body 12 

studying abroad and that usually takes place 13 

in the junior year.   14 

           So to the earlier question for the 15 

Commission, we do believe we are coming very 16 

close to meeting the full demand that we have 17 

for housing on our campus and we don't believe 18 

in any way we are not competing as a result of 19 

providing anything less than the 80 percent 20 

that we do. 21 

           MR. HINES:  Are you also aware, or 22 
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do you recall, that when Georgetown University 1 

first proposed building the Southwest Quad in 2 

its 1990 campus plan, it also adopted as a 3 

long-term goal housing 100 percent of its 4 

undergraduates on campus? 5 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I'm familiar with 6 

that.  I know that in 2000 my predecessor, 7 

Father Leo O'Donovan, corrected that point in 8 

his testimony here for the 2000 plan. 9 

           MR. HINES:  He corrected it in the 10 

sense that it was deleted from the plan. 11 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  We did not accept 12 

that as a long-term goal to provide 100 13 

percent for a number of reasons which I tried 14 

to address in my earlier testimony. 15 

           MR. HINES:  Under the 2000 campus 16 

plan Georgetown was permitted to increase its 17 

traditional undergraduate enrollment up to a 18 

cap of 6,016.  Correct? 19 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  It involved, I 20 

believe, 369 additional -- 389 new students 21 

and we did add those students. 22 
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           MR. HINES:  And, in fact, in 2000 1 

you also had 111 students that were under the 2 

cap -- that you were under the cap at that 3 

time so that the total you were permitted to 4 

add from your actual average enrollment in 5 

2000 was 500 students.  Is that correct? 6 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  That I'm not certain 7 

of.  I am certain of the 389. 8 

           MR. HINES:  Okay.  Are you aware 9 

that the number of traditional undergraduates 10 

living off campus in zip code 2007, which 11 

encompasses Burlieth, West Georgetown, 12 

Foxhall, and the adjoining communities near 13 

the University, has increased from around 14 

1,000 students to almost 12,000 students? 15 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  You mean 1,200. 16 

           MR. HINES:  1,200 students, excuse 17 

me, in the Fall of 2009? 18 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I'm not completely 19 

familiar with the difference between 2000 and 20 

2010 but I know we are close to 1,200 now. 21 

           MR. HINES:  Well, let me show you 22 
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then some -- 1 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I think my  2 

colleague -- 3 

           MR. HINES:  -- information on 4 

2000.  This is data that was in an OP report 5 

dated June 12, 2000 prepared by the Office of 6 

Planning using data provided by Georgetown 7 

University.  It says the number of 8 

undergraduates living off campus in zip code 9 

20007 is 1,041 and the actual data provided by 10 

Georgetown is attached. 11 

           MS. DWYER:  The data that we have 12 

and we have agreed to provide in the record to 13 

show those numbers is that the number of full- 14 

time traditional undergraduate students in zip 15 

code 20007 has, in fact, decreased over that 16 

same 10-year period.  We dispute the numbers 17 

that you've just stated.  We feel that there's 18 

been -- 19 

           MR. HINES:  Okay.  I'm just 20 

working one step at a time.  Is there a 21 

dispute with this OP report or with the data 22 
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that's attached supplied by Georgetown that 1 

says 1,041? 2 

           MS. DWYER:  No.  That's the same 3 

data that we have from the Spring 2000, 1,041.  4 

What we have for Spring 2010 is 917 so we 5 

believe that the number has gone down.  6 

           MR. HINES:  Let me just show you a 7 

document entitled Data Analysis Housing.  It 8 

comes from the campus plan presentation made 9 

on April 26.  There is a number there for 10 

Spring 2010 of 917.  I assume that is the 11 

number to which you are referring.  There is 12 

also a number there for Fall 2009 indicating 13 

that in Fall 2009 1,195 Georgetown University 14 

students lived in zip code 20007.  Is that 15 

correct? 16 

           MS. DWYER:  The numbers -- 17 

           MR. HINES:  Dr. DeGioia, could you 18 

answer the question?  I think it's better to 19 

have a witness. 20 

           MS. DWYER:  Are you able to answer 21 

that?         22 
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           DR. DeGIOIA:  I'm not able to 1 

answer that question. 2 

           MR. HINES:  Okay.  Is that what 3 

the document indicates, Dr. DeGioia? 4 

           MS. DWYER:  I think I would object 5 

to this.  What we are comparing are apples to 6 

apples so looking at Spring numbers for one 7 

year and Spring numbers the next year.  I 8 

think as you heard in the earlier testimony, 9 

the Fall numbers are always higher.   10 

           The data that was in the Office of 11 

Planning Report and the 2000 campus plan and 12 

the data that we've always compared the 13 

numbers to are the Spring numbers and the 14 

Spring numbers definitely show the 917 in the 15 

Spring of 2010 which is less than the 1,041 of 16 

the Spring of 2000. 17 

           MR. HINES:  Would you agree, Dr. 18 

DeGioia, though that at the very least, even 19 

assuming we take the 917 number as the 20 

governing number, although the community has 21 

to live with the 1,195 in the Fall but let's 22 
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just call it 917.   1 

           Would you agree that these numbers 2 

are basically comparable?  I think it's been 3 

described earlier by Dr. Olson there's been 4 

stability here.  There's been no reduction in 5 

the number of students living in the 6 

community. 7 

           MS. DWYER:  You want to answer 8 

that? 9 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Go ahead. 10 

           MS. DWYER:  The one thing that I 11 

would point out in answering that question is 12 

that the University has a much improved data 13 

collection system in 2010 than it did 10 years 14 

ago.  It really believes that the numbers in 15 

2000 were actually under-reported.   16 

           Now it is able to really track the 17 

location of the students and the residences.  18 

It is very difficult to take today's numbers 19 

and compare them to 10 years ago when the 20 

whole process of tracking that was very 21 

different. 22 
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           MR. HINES:  Dr. DeGioia, the 1 

position of the community, which you may be 2 

aware of, is that the increase in enrollment, 3 

that 500 student increase, which is an average 4 

number and in the Fall, as we've just seen, 5 

the actual number is much higher.  From the 6 

community standpoint that has wiped out the 7 

benefits that the community hoped to achieve 8 

from the construction of the Southwest Quad.  9 

Have you heard that viewpoint? 10 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I have not heard 11 

that viewpoint.  What I would say is that I 12 

think it's indisputable that we have been able 13 

to add a substantial number of additional 14 

beds.  If we go back over the course of the 15 

20-year period, we were able to also renovate 16 

and improve the overall stock of housing that 17 

we provided.   18 

           I am aware that there is a strong 19 

interest to move more students from the 20007 20 

zip code onto campus.  That's why we proposed 21 

bringing in an additional 250 beds onto campus 22 
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in this campus plan. 1 

           MR. HINES:  In addition to the 2 

undergraduates, we also have a number of 3 

graduate students living in zip code 20007.  4 

Isn't that correct? 5 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Yes. 6 

           MR. HINES:  According to some data 7 

that I have handed to you entitled Data 8 

Analysis Housing, Graduate and Professional 9 

Students in Zip Code 20007, the number in the 10 

Spring of 2000 was 1,072 and the number in 11 

Fall 2009 is 1,132.  Does that jive with your 12 

understanding of graduate students living in 13 

zip code 20007? 14 

           MS. DWYER:  I'm not sure what 15 

document you're referring to.  What document 16 

are you referring to? 17 

           MR. HINES:  It should be this one 18 

here that is not attached. 19 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  What have we got? 20 

           MS. DWYER:  We'd like to provide 21 

information for the record because one of the 22 
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things that I would like to note is that zip 1 

code 20007 includes Glover Park.  It includes 2 

a lot of apartment buildings so when you're 3 

talking about the location of the graduate 4 

students as Eric Smart previously testified, 5 

the majority of them do not live in group 6 

houses.   7 

           They do not live with other 8 

students.  They live alone.  They live in 9 

basement apartments and they live in just 10 

regular apartments.  We would like to provide 11 

for the record an analysis of that in response 12 

to this chart rather than having Dr. DeGioia 13 

try and read it and understand it and respond. 14 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Ms. Dwyer or Mr. 15 

Hines, what chart is that?  Is that something 16 

that was in a previous case? 17 

           MR. HINES:  No, this is a chart 18 

that was presented to the community by the 19 

University in these preliminary meetings that 20 

they had. 21 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Actually that's 22 
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not doing us any good.  We don't have that 1 

chart.  I don't see it.  I see papers going 2 

down there to Ms. Dwyer.  We don't have it and 3 

we're the ones that's going to make the 4 

decision.  You might want to make sure that we 5 

get it. 6 

           MR. HINES:  I do.  What I'm trying 7 

to establish here is to ask Dr. DeGioia if he 8 

understands that the community concerns relate 9 

to not just the undergraduates living in the 10 

community, which from the community standpoint 11 

and from the data that Georgetown University 12 

has provided seemed to be about the same as 13 

what they were back in 1990 when there was a 14 

lot of concern about the number of students in 15 

the community.   16 

           There is also a large number of 17 

graduate students in the community and when 18 

you add them together, we already seem to have 19 

somewhere on the order of 2000 plus students 20 

in 20007. 21 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Yes.  We are 22 
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certainly aware of the concern of our 1 

neighbors but I do think it's misleading to 2 

suggest that 1,200 graduate students, or 3 

whatever number we might use, is an accurate 4 

representation of the impact that would have 5 

on the immediate area surrounding our campus.  6 

           Half of those students would live 7 

in Glover Park and Palisades and we do think 8 

that's a very different dynamic than what we 9 

are wrestling with in the area immediately 10 

around campus. 11 

           MR. HINES:  Okay.  In this 12 

recently filed prehearing submission the 13 

University now proposes by Fall 2014 to 14 

provide housing for 250 undergraduate students 15 

or file an application to build housing on 16 

campus.  Am I correct that under this proposal 17 

the community will have to wait until Fall 18 

2014 at the earliest to have any relief from 19 

the number of undergraduates currently living 20 

in the community? 21 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  The site that we've 22 
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identified as having the greatest promise for 1 

additional residential housing on campus is 2 

currently a hotel which is under contract with 3 

the Aramark Corporation.   4 

           We need to be able to bring to 5 

closure the nature of that relationship and 6 

then we need to do the work necessary to turn 7 

the hotel into a residence hall.  We are 8 

trying to be very realistic about what it will 9 

take for us to affect that change. 10 

           MR. HINES:  Your architect has 11 

advised you back -- Mr. Cooper advised you 12 

back in 2009 that he had identified locations 13 

on the traditional campus, such as North Kehoe 14 

Field which is a possible site for the 15 

hospital, where about 500 students could be 16 

housed.  How about the other areas that Mr. 17 

Cooper identified? 18 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  Mr. Cooper worked 19 

very, very closely with us to try to identify 20 

potential sites for additional housing on 21 

campus.  Frankly, we did not find any of them 22 
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would actually work in terms of providing 1 

housing commensurate with the needs that we 2 

would have in terms of quality for our 3 

undergraduates. 4 

           As you know, we did have a site 5 

that we had identified within our campus 6 

boundaries which we call the 1789 site which 7 

would have provided us an ability to add 250 8 

beds in probably the fastest way possible.   9 

           In consultation with the neighbors 10 

over the course of the last several months we 11 

determined that was not going to be an 12 

acceptable option so that's why we pulled it 13 

in our December submission.  As you know, 14 

throughout the Summer and Fall we did have in 15 

mind that site as a potential location for an 16 

additional dormitory. 17 

           MR. HINES:  What was discussed in 18 

April 26 is additional housing for graduate 19 

students and faculty.  Is that correct? 20 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I think we were 21 

prepared to use that for housing.  If we had 22 
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ever talked about it in terms of graduate 1 

students, it would have been in response to 2 

our neighbors concerns.   3 

           I think the reason why they 4 

expressed the concern and the reason why we 5 

pulled it was the sense that we were going to 6 

be adding more volume of students in the 7 

immediate neighborhood.  That being said, we 8 

try to come up with ways in which we could 9 

mitigate that.   10 

           We did start with undergraduates 11 

and that was the original intent for the plan.  12 

We then moved it to graduate students in the 13 

hope that might be more acceptable.  It 14 

wasn't, that's why we pulled it. 15 

           MR. HINES:  Don't you think, Dr. 16 

DeGioia, in light of the serious nature of the 17 

community concern and a concern shared by 18 

basically all of the community organizations 19 

and their members and the ANCs that an offer 20 

to build 250 beds is too little and in 2013 is 21 

too late? 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 226 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  We believe that if 1 

you look over all at the framework that we're 2 

operating within, given the fact that from our 3 

perspective we are nearly at 80 percent 4 

undergraduate housing, I think we have our 5 

evidence to support the degree that we engaged 6 

deeply in trying to respond to concerns in the 7 

neighborhood.   8 

           When I look at the financial 9 

framework that we are operating within and the 10 

sites that we have available to us, this is 11 

the best we can do. 12 

           MR. HINES:  Okay.  I have no 13 

further questions for Dr. DeGioia but I do 14 

have one question for Mr. Cooper -- a couple 15 

questions for Mr. Cooper. 16 

           Mr. Cooper, did you consider in 17 

addition to the sites that you considered for 18 

possible residential use, and there were 19 

several, did you consider the possibility of 20 

combining housing on campus with some of the 21 

new buildings that GU is proposing to build 22 
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for non-residential use such as the sports 1 

facility? 2 

           MR. COOPER:  Well, it was not a 3 

combination.  There were some adjacency but 4 

not a combination.  The North Kehoe number 5 

that you mentioned. 6 

           MR. HINES:  Right.  In addition to 7 

additional spaces, isn't it possible with some 8 

of the new buildings that the University is 9 

proposing to construct to have those be multi- 10 

use buildings such as a sports facility with 11 

housing? 12 

           MR. COOPER:  There was some very 13 

strict dimensional constraints on that because 14 

that field is actually quite narrow and it 15 

took up almost the entire area to get the 16 

required dimension for the athletic facility.  17 

To put housing over that or next to it, you 18 

could only do it next to it.  It was an 19 

extremely constrained opportunity. 20 

           MR. HINES:  I have one question on 21 

the loop road just following up on prior 22 
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questions.  Is it not possible to achieve what 1 

you want to do with the loop road using 2 

Tondorf Drive to avoid having the buses 3 

patrolling along right next to the park? 4 

           MR. COOPER:  Well, I will let 5 

others answer that but it certainly wouldn't 6 

accomplish a loop in the way we ended up 7 

conceiving Tondorf as a mixed street 8 

predominately pedestrian.  That was not a 9 

consistent idea. 10 

           MS. DWYER:  Go ahead. 11 

           DR. OLSON:  I just want to add a 12 

key part of building out our residential 13 

campus and connecting the heart of the campus 14 

with the new business school and science 15 

center that are under construction is making 16 

Tondorf Drive really a pedestrian heart of the 17 

campus, a use that in our view is entirely 18 

inconsistent with traffic for buses.  There 19 

are other constraints on that route as well 20 

but that was an essential point for us. 21 

           MR. HINES:  I have some questions 22 
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for Dr. O'Donnell. 1 

           Dr. O'Donnell, the University's 2 

prehearing submission contains a proposal to 3 

freeze undergraduate enrollment at currently 4 

permitted levels.  What exactly does that 5 

mean? 6 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We manage now to 7 

the number that was set for us in the 2000 8 

plan as approved in 2007.  I've described the 9 

way in which we will change the counting 10 

methodology to come to apples to apples, the 11 

same number of students, and we will continue 12 

to manage as rigorously as we do now to keep 13 

that same number of students in our 14 

undergraduate population, no growth. 15 

           MR. HINES:  When you say no 16 

growth, the current cap is 6,016 and that's a 17 

headcount number.  Is it not? 18 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Many exclusions. 19 

           MR. HINES:  Correct. 20 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  As Dr. DeGioia 21 

said, that number was created and managed at 22 
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a time when the relevant consideration was 1 

relationship of the number of students who 2 

might be interested in beds to beds so that's 3 

an artificial downward construction from the 4 

total number of students to get an approximate 5 

number of those who might be interested in 6 

beds.   7 

           It's not a headcount of our 8 

undergraduate population.  We are now 9 

proposing to use a headcount of our 10 

undergraduate population including in every 11 

semester 400 students who aren't in the United 12 

States. 13 

           MR. HINES:  Under the IPEDS 14 

system, though, isn't a part-time student 15 

counted the same as a full-time student? 16 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We're talking 17 

about headcount? 18 

           MR. HINES:  Right. 19 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We believe 20 

headcount is a fair way to talk about impacts 21 

because the person in the headcount is going 22 
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to be in our zip code and doing things so we 1 

are generously we think including them. 2 

           MR. HINES:  And those 3 

undergraduates commuting to the school from 4 

Virginia and Maryland, they would also be 5 

considered one student under the IPEDS? 6 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  And both the part- 7 

time and the commuters have been excluded from 8 

our number in the last 10 years.  They will 9 

not be excluded in the next 10 years.  I think 10 

6,675 from a common sense point of view 11 

probably represents a fairer statement of how 12 

many undergraduate students there are -- 13 

traditional undergraduate students there are 14 

at Georgetown. 15 

           MR. HINES:  But as a result of 16 

adopting this proposed new system, you would 17 

be able to add 659 traditional undergraduates.  18 

Would you not? 19 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  No. 20 

           MR. HINES:  Why not? 21 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We would add zero. 22 
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           MR. HINES:  Why is that?  For 1 

example, couldn't you replace an adult student 2 

taking one course with an 18-year-old full- 3 

time traditional undergraduate living in a 4 

group house in Burlieth? 5 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Um -- 6 

           MR. HINES:  Doesn't it permit you 7 

to make that substitution? 8 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We're not making 9 

changes in the pattern or the consistency of 10 

the students whom we admit.  We don't, for 11 

example, control the number who choose to 12 

commute from outside zip 20007.  In the 13 

current counting methodology we have, you 14 

could argue, benefitted from those who choose 15 

to do so.  We are giving up that benefit.  We 16 

are counting them as part of our number. 17 

           MR. HINES:  But if you decided to 18 

enroll less commuters or less part-time 19 

students -- 20 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We don't. 21 

           MR. HINES:  But if you did you 22 
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would be able to enroll more traditionally 1 

full-time 18-year-old undergraduates. 2 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We just don't 3 

manage to those categories. 4 

           MS. DWYER:  If I could direct your 5 

attention to page 4 of Exhibit L, that shows 6 

the comparison of the proposed methodology and 7 

the 2000 campus plan methodology and how the 8 

number 6,016 is 6,675.I 9 

           MR. HINES:  I'm aware of that page 10 

and that calculation.  What I'm pointing out, 11 

though, is that the new proposal would appear 12 

to me to give you the ability to increase your 13 

traditional undergraduates by 659 students by 14 

dropping some of the other categories that are 15 

now being added, the so-called nontraditional 16 

undergraduates previously not counted at all 17 

that you're now proposing to count.  If you 18 

reduce their number, you can increase the 19 

number of 18-year-olds.  Isn't that correct? 20 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  I'm sorry, no, I 21 

do not believe it is correct.  I believe that 22 
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by reducing the number of exclusions we, in 1 

fact, reduce the number of opportunities that 2 

we could be believed to have for playing with 3 

the exclusions. 4 

           MR. HINES:  Let me put it another 5 

way.  Would you be willing to agree that the 6 

number of traditional undergraduates as 7 

previously understood by the University will 8 

not increase? 9 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Yes.  That is our 10 

point. 11 

           MR. HINES:  Not as redefined but 12 

as previously defined. 13 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  That is our point.  14 

That is our intention.  That is how we managed 15 

to --S 16 

           MR. HINES:  So you would agree to 17 

that limitation? 18 

           MS. DWYER:  Under the methodology 19 

employed in the 2000 campus plan, yes. 20 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You know what 21 

would be very helpful?  Let me just say this.  22 
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What would be very helpful -- I've let it go 1 

on for a while but you ask a question, let him 2 

answer the question.  Let him finish answering 3 

the question instead of interrupting while 4 

he's answering the question.  I think that 5 

would be very helpful, at least to my 6 

colleagues and I. 7 

           MR. HINES:  Sure. 8 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  If I may say, I 9 

believe that what we have proposed in the new 10 

plan is a number that is level and consistent 11 

with what we have managed to now under the old 12 

plan and we commit to continuing forward at 13 

that level with no increase in the 14 

undergraduate traditional headcount and with, 15 

in fact, some opportunities for increase in 16 

that headcount taken away from us by our own 17 

choice and action. 18 

           MR. HINES:  In Exhibit L, page 2, 19 

the statement is made that students enrolled 20 

in the undergraduate SCS student category and 21 

non-degree students and School of Continuing 22 
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Studies students and second degree BS and 1 

nursing students, these categories that are 2 

not covered by the proposed undergraduate cap 3 

that they are unlikely to seek housing on or 4 

near the campus in connection with their 5 

studies in Georgetown.  What is the basis for 6 

that statement? 7 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Experience. 8 

           MS. DWYER:  Dr. O'Donnell, could 9 

you just describe the characteristics of those 10 

students?  The fact that, for example, as you 11 

stated earlier in your testimony, the second- 12 

degree nurses are already individuals who have 13 

completed a bachelor's program and are coming 14 

back for a second degree and the age and --T 15 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Yes.  The degree 16 

for which they are enrolling is a bachelors 17 

degree in nursing but they have all of the 18 

human characteristics of graduate students.  19 

           In this new methodology they will 20 

count in the overall voluntarily enrollment 21 

maximum.  They will not count as traditional 22 
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undergraduates.  I don't think they are 1 

traditional undergraduates. 2 

           DR. OLSON:  If I can just add 3 

briefly, the same goes for those 4 

undergraduates in the School of Continuing 5 

Studies our experience tells us are very 6 

unlikely to be traditional age undergraduates.  7 

They are very likely to be older, to have very 8 

different life patterns and places of 9 

residence. 10 

           MR. HINES:  Turning to the 11 

graduate count, also the graduate maximum cap 12 

that has been proposed, the voluntary one, I'm 13 

a little unclear on whether we should be 14 

talking about 2,100 or 9,067 since the 9.067 15 

number is proffered on a conditional basis.  16 

           Whatever the number is that the 17 

university is permitted to increase its 18 

enrollment, its graduate enrollment, isn't it 19 

a fact that unless we have some limitations 20 

that the university will have the ability to 21 

increase any category of graduate students 22 
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that it wants.  For example, medical students. 1 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We have committed 2 

in the plan that the number of medical 3 

students, M.D. students, students working for 4 

the M.D., will not increase.  Increase in 5 

graduate students will be in the other 6 

categories.   7 

           The other categories will -- there 8 

is no increase in law students because they 9 

are three miles away on the campus downtown 10 

here so we have excluded medical students from 11 

that.  We hold that number flat.  We hold the 12 

undergraduate number flat and we're looking at 13 

undergraduate programs only. 14 

           MR. HINES:  And how about the 15 

undergraduate categories that the University 16 

has proposed to exclude from the traditional 17 

undergraduate cap and which would therefore be 18 

subject to this new proposed total cap? 19 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  If we chose to 20 

increase any of those categories that are not 21 

in the undergraduate maximum but are in the 22 
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overall maximum, we would be trading off 1 

against other opportunities that we would 2 

have.   3 

           We have begun a process now of 4 

managing more rigorously our graduate 5 

enrollment, planning out possibilities for new 6 

graduate programs out more years in the future 7 

because we are already assuming that we will 8 

have some strict limits and that we need to 9 

treat every additional slot that we fill as a 10 

budgetable resource for the university to be 11 

allotted according to our highest academic 12 

priorities.   13 

           There are, frankly, some programs 14 

that now exist that, for example, anything 15 

involving the non-degree and some of the 16 

students who don't come here for a full four 17 

years that may not by a beady-eyed measure 18 

bring the revenue, that we would look and we 19 

may trade off against some more appropriately 20 

full-time program student.  That's all within 21 

the nuts and bolts of managing to a number 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 240 

when we have it. 1 

           MR. HINES:  But I think you could 2 

see that the community might be interested in 3 

knowing whether there is slack or leeway in 4 

your proposal to increase the undergraduate 5 

component.  We would, therefore, be interested 6 

to hear that you're not going to do that. 7 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We are not looking 8 

for it.  We do not intend to do that.  Indeed, 9 

the value of this budgetable resource for 10 

graduate programs is significant to me and to 11 

my deans.  I think they will provide ways to 12 

address that with graduate admissions very 13 

successfully.  I know my deans. 14 

           MR. HINES:  Thank you. 15 

           Dr. Olson, I want to draw your 16 

attention to Exhibit N to the campus plan 17 

entitled University Owned Housing.  The 18 

University states there that it provides 5,053 19 

undergraduate beds.  Correct? 20 

           DR. OLSON:  That's correct. 21 

           MR. HINES:  And is it also correct 22 
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as noted in the footnote that 111 of those 1 

beds are in 27 university owned  townhouses 2 

located outside the campus boundary? 3 

           DR. OLSON:  That is correct. 4 

           MR. HINES:  And those townhouses 5 

are located across the street from single 6 

family residential dwellings.  Correct? 7 

           DR. OLSON:  In many cases I 8 

believe so. 9 

           MR. HINES:  And you are aware, and 10 

I think there's been actually a reference to 11 

it earlier, that there's been numerous 12 

complaints from the community concerning the 13 

students living in the so-called Magis Row 14 

townhouses in the 1400 block of 36th Street? 15 

           DR. OLSON:  I am aware of the 16 

pattern of calls and reports about those 17 

areas. 18 

           MR. HINES:  Turning your attention 19 

to the prehearing submission, March 31 20 

prehearing submission, Exhibit B, the Appendix 21 

A to which your attention was drawn earlier, 22 
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I notice in the definitions here their 1 

residence is a street address not owned by 2 

Georgetown University where students currently 3 

enrolled at Georgetown University legally 4 

reside.  Do I read that footnote to mean that 5 

this data excludes Magis Row and the 6 

townhouses on Prospect Street? 7 

           DR. OLSON:  Generally this data 8 

excludes Magis Row and those townhouses that 9 

are owned by the University on Prospect 10 

Street.  Those properties are managed by our 11 

Campus Housing Office and by our Office of 12 

Residence Life and are administered fully as 13 

part of our campus housing system. 14 

           MR. HINES:  And the complaints to 15 

which I just referred, therefore, are not 16 

reflected here? 17 

           DR. OLSON:  I may need to check on 18 

some of that because they are adjacent to some 19 

of the streets that SNAP patrols.  It's a 20 

somewhat more complex picture than that but, 21 

in some cases, I believe they are not 22 
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reflected here.  They are reflected instead in 1 

the residence life area that manage that 2 

housing as part of our residence life stuff. 3 

           MR. HINES:  Is it accurate that 4 

the residence of West Georgetown have met with 5 

universities and officials including yourself 6 

and complained about the misconduct of the 7 

students living in the Magis Row townhouses? 8 

           DR. OLSON:  I have heard concerns 9 

about that area and other areas of campus and 10 

areas adjacent to the campus from our 11 

neighbors, yes. 12 

           MR. HINES:  And isn't it also 13 

correct that the residents have specifically 14 

requested that the Magis Row townhouses be 15 

restored to their prior use as housing for 16 

faculty and other adult residents? 17 

           DR. OLSON:  I'm familiar with 18 

those requests. 19 

           MR. HINES:  Is there an adult 20 

designated by the University to live in and 21 

supervise the students living in any of these 22 
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townhouses or are they on their own? 1 

           DR. OLSON:  There are a number of 2 

adult presences there to supervise and to 3 

mentor those students.  I will note that, 4 

again, both Magis Row and the University owned 5 

townhouses on Prospect Street are under the 6 

bailiwick of professional staff members in our 7 

Residence Life Department.   8 

           I will also note that we have an 9 

upper-class student who lives directly in one 10 

of the Magis Row houses and serves as a staff 11 

member there.  I will also note that one of 12 

our off-campus community advisors, the one who 13 

serves West Georgetown, lives not on Magis Row 14 

but just across the street on the other side 15 

of 36th Street.   16 

           I will also note that a full-time 17 

campus chaplain who directs our Residential 18 

Ministry Program lives with her family on the 19 

opposite side of that same block and interacts 20 

with students and neighbors on both sides of 21 

that block.  I would say there is a very 22 
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significant adult presence living and working 1 

with those students. 2 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  If I could just add 3 

one piece to this just to restate something 4 

that I said a little bit earlier.  The 5 

decision to take those townhouses and to 6 

provide undergraduate housing there was a 7 

decision that emerged out of the 1990 campus 8 

planning process and we were asked to do that.  9 

For these last roughly 21 years the decision 10 

to have that as undergraduate housing came out 11 

of the campus planning process. 12 

           MR. HINES:  I think that it 13 

probably also came out of the community's 14 

desire to have the students who were then 15 

living in townhouses in West Georgetown move 16 

closer to the campus.  But what I'm trying to 17 

explain is there seems to be a feeling that 18 

this experiment hasn't worked. 19 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Hines, was 20 

that a question because I didn't understand 21 

it. 22 
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           MR. HINES:  Excuse me.  How many 1 

students occupy the Magis Row townhouses.  I 2 

mean, each townhouse. 3 

           DR. OLSON:  Generally those are 4 

four students per townhouse arrangements. 5 

           MR. HINES:  Are some of them eight 6 

students? 7 

           DR. OLSON:  There are in some 8 

cases living/learning programs that we've put 9 

together there that are two adjacent 10 

townhouses, one for men and one for women so 11 

those would be eight students in two 12 

townhouses that are adjacent to each other. 13 

           MR. HINES:  But the maximum number 14 

is four? 15 

           DR. OLSON:  There are some -- as 16 

we look at our entire university townhouse 17 

stock there are a small number of townhouses 18 

that are home to five students but the large 19 

majority of them to four students. 20 

           MR. HINES:  With respect to the 21 

proposal to provide 250 beds, is the Leavey 22 
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Center, is that the only possibility or are 1 

other sites being considered? 2 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  That is the best 3 

possibility that we've identified to date.  4 

Again, I could bring back the fact that we 5 

still have the 1789 block which we have not 6 

put forward as an option but, as far as our 7 

campus is concerned, the best site that we 8 

have is the Leavey Center site. 9 

           MR. HINES:  Is any consideration 10 

being given to coming back to the 1789 11 

proposal? 12 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  If we felt that we 13 

would get the support from our local 14 

community, we would certainly re-examine that 15 

project. 16 

           MR. HINES:  Has the university 17 

considered other options such as temporary 18 

housing or going off campus to a facility, an 19 

apartment building, that may be available to 20 

provide some more immediate relief to the 21 

community? 22 
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           DR. DeGIOIA:  We have looked at a 1 

number of different options.  Our best 2 

judgment is when we look at the cost that will 3 

be entailed in putting together new housing 4 

stock for our community, the best approach 5 

that we can take and the one that makes the 6 

most sense is to take the hotel and turn that 7 

into a residence hall. 8 

           MR. HINES:  Dr. Olson, how many 9 

school of continuing studies students are 10 

located at the Clarendon satellite campus 11 

today? 12 

           DR. OLSON:  I would not be the 13 

most expert on that question.  I'm not sure if 14 

one of my colleagues can answer that. 15 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  I believe it is on 16 

the order of 200.  Close order of 200. 17 

           MR. HINES:  And how does this 18 

1,000 student proposal, the satellite campus 19 

proposal, relate to the Clarendon campus?  20 

Will the Clarendon campus continue or be 21 

folded into this new satellite? 22 
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           DR. O'DONNELL:  The primary 1 

difference is that the Clarendon campus this 2 

is two floors of an office building in 3 

Arlington created in '03 or '04.  It has been 4 

treated effectively as part of the main 5 

campus.   6 

           Year to year, program to program 7 

enrollments have shifted back and forth as 8 

we've experimented with that space, 9 

experimented with the market, found out what 10 

we could do there.  What we are committing to 11 

do now is take a 1,000 SCS now-graduate 12 

students and locate them outside the area of 13 

concern for residents of Georgetown, West 14 

Georgetown.   15 

           That means at the moment 863 from 16 

the main campus, students who are now on the 17 

main campus, and so effectively what is at 137 18 

of Clarendon students where we would making a 19 

commitment that they would now stay away from 20 

West Georgetown where until now we've had no 21 

such commitment, no such reason to make the 22 
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commitment. A total of 1,000 students, 863 now 1 

on campus, and another 137 who might be on 2 

campus we are now committing will be 3 

permanently away from campus.   4 

           Clarendon we expect at the moment, 5 

we have a lease on it, it will continue until 6 

the end of the lease and at that point the 7 

lease will either be renewed or not renewed 8 

and that will be a business decision but 9 

programs run there will not then be sending 10 

students back to the main campus anymore. 11 

           MR. HINES:  Will the number of SCS 12 

students on the main campus decline following 13 

the new satellite campus? 14 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Yes, sharply.   15 

           MR. HINES:  So this isn't just a 16 

proposal, as was suggested earlier, to take 17 

the proposed increase that was originally 18 

16,133 and just take that thousand and move 19 

them to a satellite and leave the number of 20 

SCS students on campus the same? 21 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  No, no.  No, no.  22 
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No, no.  I mean, full disclosure here, this is 1 

something that our Dean of Continuing studies 2 

has wanted to do for his own reasons for some 3 

time.  We believe we can substantially 4 

increase the continuing studies programs which 5 

are things like masters on public relations or 6 

journalism or sports management.   7 

           We can significantly increase 8 

those which is good for our revenue, good for 9 

our educational mission, but we also think 10 

ultimately good for the District and for the 11 

metropolitan area to provide these educational 12 

opportunities to students.   13 

           We have no illusions about being 14 

ever able to double or triple or quadruple our 15 

numbers on the main campus, but we think we 16 

can talk about that kind of growth elsewhere 17 

which we think is a substantial benefit to the 18 

city and to the community and we're excited 19 

about that.   20 

           MR. HINES:  We would support that. 21 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  That dean wants to 22 
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get off campus as badly as anyone wants to get 1 

him off campus. 2 

           MR. HINES:  Is the university 3 

proposing to provide any housing for any of 4 

these additional 967 traditional graduate 5 

students that you are saying you're targeting 6 

this requested increase for? 7 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  No, we are not.   8 

           MR. HINES:  Maybe this is a 9 

question for Ms. Dwyer, but since this 10 

proposal of reducing the proposed increase to 11 

967 additional students is explicitly made 12 

conditional upon acceptance that the campus 13 

plan is amended.   14 

           Does that mean that the Zoning 15 

Commission and the parties in opposition need 16 

to address the 2,100 proposed increase in 17 

graduate students and lay out our case of what 18 

that's a bad number, or can we concentrate on 19 

the 967? 20 

           MS. DWYER:  No.  We would like you 21 

to concentrate on the plan as amended.  My 22 
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opening remarks were in case there were 1 

additional conditions, reductions, 2 

restrictions.  Those would have to be 3 

considered by the University.  At this point 4 

in time we have committed to reducing the 5 

numbers from 16,133 to 15,000 and the other 6 

concessions that are contained in that 7 

submission. 8 

           MR. HINES:  And I've heard some 9 

other suggestions that you may be willing to 10 

freeze the medical enrollment and not increase 11 

the medical enrollment and that you would be 12 

willing to commitment that these will not  13 

be -- these slots will not be filled by 14 

undergraduates which is still possible under 15 

your proposal. 16 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes, those are all 17 

conditions that we would consider. 18 

           MR. HINES:  I think I'm back to 19 

Dr. Olson. 20 

           Dr. Olson, looking at the 21 

prehearing submission, the data that you 22 
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presented on Exhibit C, which is the data for 1 

the last school year, do you consider a 2 

program in which 27 percent of all student 3 

residences were involved in interactions with 4 

either the University SNAP patrol or the 5 

police and in which 6 percent had three or 6 

more interactions a great success? 7 

           DR. OLSON:  I believe that our 8 

program is effective.  I want to focus again 9 

on the fact that an interaction does not in 10 

many cases imply that there was a complaint or 11 

a disruption that happened.  Many of those 12 

interactions, as I stated earlier, are 13 

proactive interactions aimed at keeping things 14 

quiet, keeping things appropriate.  For that 15 

reason I believe that those numbers are very 16 

encouraging. 17 

           MR. HINES:  Turning to Exhibit B, 18 

Appendix A, the total number of residences in 19 

West Georgetown and Burlieth in which 20 

undergraduates and graduates live is given as 21 

427.  Is that correct? 22 
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           DR. OLSON:  That's correct. 1 

           MR. HINES:  Am I also correct that 2 

27 percent of 427 residences is about 115 3 

residences? 4 

           DR. OLSON:  That sounds about 5 

right. 6 

           MR. HINES:  That is, therefore, 7 

the number of residences which have been 8 

involved in interactions with SNAP or with the 9 

police? 10 

           DR. OLSON:  I do want to point out 11 

that the pie chart we were just looking at was 12 

for the 2009/2010 academic year in total.  13 

Appendix A here that we're looking at now is 14 

for the Fall semester 2010 so different time 15 

periods. 16 

           MR. HINES:  But order of magnitude 17 

are we talking about roughly 115 houses? 18 

           DR. OLSON:  On Appendix A as it 19 

regards Fall 2010 no, we're talking about 67 20 

houses out of 427.  Appendix A refers to a 21 

different time period and so a different 22 
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number of interactions. 1 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Hines, I just 2 

want to -- I'm not rushing you but just get as 3 

reference of where we are.  About how many 4 

more questions do you think you have?  How 5 

many more minutes do you think you need? 6 

           MR. HINES:  I would say about 7 

another half hour. 8 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, half an hour?  9 

Okay.  With that, I think what we're going to 10 

do is we're going to end with you, Mr. Hines, 11 

and hopefully you'll be completed in another 12 

half an hour.  I just want to let Mr. Altemus 13 

and Mr. Avery know that we will not get to you 14 

all tonight.   15 

           Let's do this now.  On May 2nd -- 16 

I'm sorry, May 12th at 6:30.  Have we already 17 

advertised that for 6:30?  Okay.  May 12th at 18 

6:30 we will begin with you, Mr. Altemus, and 19 

cross-examination.  Typically we don't like to 20 

split it up.  We like to know exactly what was 21 

said so we can make sure we're consistent but 22 
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we're going to have to split it up tonight. 1 

           Also, Mr. Avery, if you could be 2 

ready -- where is Mr. Avery? -- if you could 3 

be ready for cross-examination on May 12th at 4 

6:30.  Okay?  We have some additional dates. 5 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  Chairman Hood, if I 6 

may, I believe that evening Mary Cheh, Council 7 

Member Cheh will be here and she has asked to 8 

do her testimony first so we may be starting 9 

with her first. 10 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  We'll adjust that 11 

once she shows up, whenever she shows up. 12 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  I understand she'll 13 

be here the second night. 14 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Whenever 15 

she shows up we will stop and let the council 16 

member speak.  That's our practice. 17 

           Ms. Schellin, can we come up with 18 

additional dates that it looks like we're 19 

going to need? 20 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  Yes.  The calendar 21 

is very tight.  If we do not finish March 12th 22 
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our other night is March -- 1 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  May. 2 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  May 16th.  I'm 3 

sorry.  May 12th and May 16th.  The other two 4 

nights that I have worked in are June 2nd and 5 

June 6th. 6 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Those last 7 

two are if needed. 8 

           Is everybody all straight with 9 

those dates?  Okay. 10 

           Mr. Hines, we're going to go back 11 

to you and we will end with you tonight. 12 

           MS. DWYER:  Mr. Chairman, may I 13 

make one statement? 14 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Yes. 15 

           MS. DWYER:   Two of the witnesses, 16 

actually three, I guess, Mr. Cooper as well, 17 

are not going to be here for the next hearing.  18 

The president will not be here, Dr. O'Donnell 19 

will not be here, and Alex Cooper.  I was 20 

wondering if any questions for those three 21 

witnesses could be completed this evening 22 
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since they wouldn't be back. 1 

           MR. HINES:  I think we can do 2 

that.  The only questions that Mr. Altemus may 3 

have would be for Dr. DeGioia and perhaps I 4 

could cede him some time to ask those 5 

questions. 6 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Are you going to 7 

come back after you ask those questions or 8 

will you be finished?  I'm talking to you, Mr. 9 

Hines.  Will you be finished? 10 

           MR. HINES:  No.  I mean, no.  I 11 

have, as I said, about a half an hour more I 12 

would estimate. 13 

           MS. DWYER:  And which witnesses 14 

would your questions be directed to? 15 

           MR. HINES:  I think Dr. Olson and 16 

Mr. Smart. 17 

           MS. DWYER:  All right.  They will 18 

both be back for the hearing so if we could 19 

just do the three witnesses that are not going 20 

to be here, that would be great. 21 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So do you have any 22 
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questions for the three witnesses who will not 1 

be here?  I mean, you, Mr. Hines, first.  Do 2 

you have any questions? 3 

           MR. HINES:  No. 4 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Mr. 5 

Altemus, you have questions for the three 6 

witnesses that will not be here? 7 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  I do not.  8 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  What about 9 

Mr. Avery?  Do you have -- 10 

           MR. AVERY:  I have questions about 11 

the loop road. 12 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You need to come 13 

up on the mic. 14 

           MR. AVERY:  I have questions about 15 

the loop road but if other people will be here 16 

that believe they can answer that, I could do 17 

that next time. 18 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  But, I  19 

mean -- 20 

           MR. AVERY:  Mr. Cooper would be 21 

the one that -- 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 261 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let's go ahead and 1 

ask it now.  Let's do it now. 2 

           Mr. Hines, you don't mind, do you?  3 

Thank you. 4 

           MR. AVERY:  Mr. Cooper, what I'm 5 

interested in is the west road going to end up 6 

as a two-way street? 7 

           MR. COOPER:  No.  It's conceived 8 

as one-way only. 9 

           MR. AVERY:  But currently it is a 10 

two-way street. 11 

           MR. COOPER:  I don't think West 12 

Street is. 13 

           MR. AVERY:  You could have two 14 

cars that pass one another on that street? 15 

           MR. COOPER:  It's one at a time I 16 

guess.  I'm not sure. 17 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  The current West 18 

Road is a two-way street. 19 

           MR. AVERY:  Will it be a two-way 20 

street in the plan as envisioned? 21 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  West Road will 22 
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remain a two-way street. 1 

           MR. COOPER:  Excuse me.  I was 2 

thinking Park Road. 3 

           MR. AVERY:  So the West Road will 4 

remain -- 5 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  -- a two-way street.  6 

The Park Road was intended to be a one-way 7 

street and the West Road, which is the inner 8 

road, is a two-way street. 9 

           MR. AVERY:  Is there any -- could 10 

two buses pass on that street? 11 

           MR. COOPER:  On West? 12 

           MR. AVERY:  On West. 13 

           MR. COOPER:  I don't know the 14 

answer to that. 15 

           MS. DWYER:  Do you know the 16 

answer?  If not -- 17 

           MR. AVERY:  It's currently a two- 18 

way road so the issue would be is the 19 

impediment on the campus as envisioned to the 20 

buses using that street both to drive up to 21 

north campus and turn around, is the only 22 
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issue there the turnaround or is it the use of 1 

West Road as a two-way street?   2 

           I'm trying to understand.  One 3 

option obviously is to use West Road which is 4 

not a pedestrian road to run the buses up, 5 

turn them around, and run them down.  Turn 6 

them around at the Lombardi Center.  Is the 7 

only reason why that is not considered because 8 

of the turnaround issue or is it because of 9 

the problem of using that road as two-way? 10 

           MR. COOPER:  We haven't studied 11 

that.  I don't know if Grove/Slade did. 12 

           MS. DWYER:  That's a better 13 

question for the traffic consultant.  They 14 

actually will be here at the next hearing so 15 

I'm not sure we need to take up the time here. 16 

           MR. AVERY:  Okay.  It may be that 17 

to pursue this I can do this next time. 18 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let me ask before 19 

you leave do you have any questions for the 20 

three gentlemen that won't be here, the 21 

president and Mr. Cooper? 22 
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           MR. AVERY:  I'll let my colleagues 1 

ask those questions. 2 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  3 

           MR. AVERY:  Thank you. 4 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So, Mr. Altemus, 5 

you don't have any questions for anybody, the 6 

three gentlemen, who are not going to be here.  7 

Right? 8 

           MR. ALTEMUS:  That's correct. 9 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay. 10 

           Okay, Mr. Hines.  We'll end it 11 

with you. 12 

           MR. HINES:  Dr. Olson -- 13 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Is your microphone 14 

on? 15 

           MR. HINES:  Dr. Olson, turning 16 

back to Exhibit B, and the page that deals 17 

with sanctions on page 8, I note that there 18 

are a number of residences with repeated 19 

interactions in West Georgetown and Burlieth 20 

on page 10, but the sanctions listed on page 21 

8 do not include any suspensions or 22 
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expulsions.  Were there any such sanctions, 1 

suspensions, or expulsions in the prior school 2 

year? 3 

           DR. OLSON:  There were across the 4 

University for undergraduates.  There are 5 

suspensions in each year.  Expulsions are more 6 

rare but there are suspensions that have 7 

happened each of the last several academic 8 

years. 9 

           MR. HINES:  But none in the Fall 10 

of -- none if the period covered by this 11 

report? 12 

           DR. OLSON:  I want to note again 13 

that this report covers specifically 14 

violations and consequences and sanctions for 15 

off-campus behavior in these neighborhoods.  16 

Given that note, your assumption is correct. 17 

           MR. HINES:  And limiting ourselves 18 

to the same population, the students living 19 

off campus, let me repeat my question as to 20 

last year.  Were there any suspensions or 21 

expulsions? 22 
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           DR. OLSON:  I do not have that 1 

information in front of me right now.  We can 2 

follow up on that.  3 

           MR. HINES:  I think it would be 4 

helpful to have some information on that for 5 

the prior year to determine.  I think this 6 

point was made by one of the commissioners 7 

that this is just the Fall.   8 

           I think it would be interesting to 9 

see a more full picture and in general to know 10 

whether there are ever sanctions as strong as 11 

suspension or expulsion applied to group 12 

houses that are repetitive concerns to the 13 

neighborhood. 14 

           I would like to turn now to 15 

Exhibit D, to the prehearing statement, which 16 

deals with the disorderly conduct calls to the 17 

police.  I note that the first two charts in 18 

Exhibit D appear to show a slight decrease 19 

year over year in disorderly conduct calls in 20 

West Georgetown, Burlieth, and Cloisters.  21 

This chart relates to the entirety of those 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 267 

neighborhoods.  Correct? 1 

           DR. OLSON:  That's correct. 2 

           MR. HINES:  And similarly the next 3 

chart showing the MPD disorderly conduct calls 4 

for certain east/west streets in Georgetown 5 

cover the entire length of those streets, not 6 

the portion of those streets closest to the 7 

University.  Is that correct? 8 

           DR. OLSON:  That's correct.  I 9 

believe that is the way the MPD collects and 10 

reports that information. 11 

           MR. HINES:  Now, the final chart, 12 

which does cover north/south streets I found 13 

interesting because it doesn't seem to show 14 

much year-over-year change for many streets.  15 

For example, 33rd Street, Potomac, 37th Street 16 

right next to the University, 600 to 1900 35th 17 

Street.  There doesn't seem to be any clear 18 

pattern there.  Do you agree with that? 19 

           DR. OLSON:  I would note that 20 

there are some specific blocks where that 21 

pattern is in place.  I would also note that 22 
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there are some blocks we can point to where 1 

the numbers are down substantially.  For 2 

example, the 1200 to 1400 blocks of 36th 3 

Street, N.W. where the numbers over the three 4 

years go from 42 down to 37 down to 13. 5 

           MR. HINES:  But taken as a whole, 6 

there isn't a clear pattern here.  Is there? 7 

           DR. OLSON:  Taken as a whole the 8 

clear pattern that we reported earlier of a 9 

moderate but meaningful decline over the three 10 

years is the key point that we took from that 11 

data. 12 

           MR. HINES:  So is it fair to 13 

conclude that Exhibit D may simply show that 14 

disorderly conduct calls in general have 15 

decreased slightly in West Georgetown, 16 

Burlieth, and Cloisters, but that the blocks 17 

closest to the University do not show any such 18 

clear trend? 19 

           MS. DWYER:  I don't think the 20 

witness can draw that conclusion from just 21 

looking at this chart. 22 
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           MR. HINES:  You're unable to make 1 

that conclusion? 2 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes, the witness is 3 

unable to make that conclusion. 4 

           MR. HINES:  The witness can answer 5 

for himself, I believe. 6 

           DR. OLSON:  I'm not able to make 7 

that conclusion looking at this chart. 8 

           MR. HINES:  I'm not sure who the 9 

right person is for this question.  Maybe Dr. 10 

O'Donnell but I want to get back to this issue 11 

of the undergraduates housed on campus and 12 

turn to Exhibit L, page 4, of the campus plan.  13 

           If we want to determine, as we've 14 

been discussing, the percentage of the total 15 

undergraduate headcount that Georgetown 16 

University houses on campus in the Fall of 17 

2009, we would start with the IPEDS 18 

undergraduate headcount on page 4 of Exhibit 19 

L which is 7,276 students.  Correct?  That 20 

would be the denominator? 21 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  It would depend on 22 
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what your purpose is.  You could use any 1 

number you like. 2 

           MR. HINES:  To determine the 3 

percentage of those students that are housed 4 

on campus. 5 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  I'm happy to have 6 

you calculate a percentage based on any 7 

denominator.  I would observe that denominator 8 

includes a lot of people who would just by no 9 

standards ever be considered for or be 10 

considering housing on campus so I don't know 11 

what the point of that would be. 12 

           MR. HINES:  The point is to 13 

determine the percentage that are housed on 14 

campus of that 7,276 undergraduate students. 15 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Then that's an 16 

arithmetic problem, yes. 17 

           MR. HINES:  For the numerator we 18 

would need to know how many students are 19 

actually housed on campus.  Exhibit N 20 

indicates that there are 5,053 beds.  Correct? 21 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  We have 5,053 beds 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 271 

on campus.  That's right. 1 

           MR. HINES:  When you say on 2 

campus, that includes 111 beds located off 3 

campus.  Correct? 4 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  I'm not going to 5 

get into the technicalities of the definition 6 

but as we have defined on campus it's 5,053.  7 

Sorry.  We've been instructed by earlier 8 

campus plans to count it's 5,053. 9 

           MR. HINES:  But if we're sticking 10 

with the campus boundaries as opposed to 11 

University owned townhouses in the residential 12 

community, the footnote on Exhibit N indicates 13 

that there are 111 beds in 27 University owned 14 

townhouses that are located outside the campus 15 

boundaries.  Isn't that correct?d 16 

           MS. DWYER:  Mr. Hines, I would 17 

object to this line of questioning.  If you 18 

want to present as part of your case a 19 

different method for calculating the number of 20 

beds and the students, that's fine.  21 

           Historically the University has 22 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 272 

always counted the beds on 36th Street and 1 

Prospect that are just outside their 2 

boundaries but University owned within their 3 

on campus housing for the last 20 years and 4 

they will continue to do so unless there is 5 

another definition that the Commission would 6 

like them to adopt.   7 

           In terms of the number of students 8 

that should be considered as needing housing 9 

on campus, the correct number to use on page 10 

4 of Exhibit L is the traditional 11 

undergraduate program headcount number -- 12 

           MR. HINES:  Well, the  13 

traditional -- 14 

           MS. DWYER:  -- to arrive at the 15 

percentage that really need housing on campus. 16 

           MR. HINES:  The new proposed 17 

traditional headcount number is the 7,276. 18 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  No.  I'm sorry. 19 

           MS. DWYER:  It's the 6,675. 20 

           MR. HINES:  Excuse me.  That's 21 

right.  Now, these bed numbers whether you 22 
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include the beds that are in the residential 1 

community or you don't, these bed numbers are 2 

not always full.  Are they?  There are 3 

vacancies in the beds? 4 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Running a housing 5 

system there will be vacancies from time to 6 

time.  Sure. 7 

           DR. DeGIOIA:  I would just add 8 

when we begin each academic year we are at 9 

full occupancy.  What will happen over the 10 

course of an academic year some students will 11 

study abroad.  Some will finish and we will 12 

have some vacancies as we move into the second 13 

semester but we begin every year with full 14 

occupancy. 15 

           MR. HINES:  Let me draw your 16 

attention to the Georgetown University 17 

financial plan dated -- excuse me, for the 18 

period 2011 to 2014. 19 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  We really need to 20 

-- do we have that? 21 

           MR. HINES:  No.  I'm just -- 22 
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           MS. DWYER:  I would object.  This 1 

is not in the record.  It's beyond the scope 2 

of Dr. DeGioia's testimony and I have no idea 3 

what the relevance is of the financial plan. 4 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Could you 5 

pass it back to him and you can present that 6 

in your case but you need to make sure we have 7 

copies. 8 

           MR. HINES:  It deals with the 9 

issue of occupancy.  I note in this document, 10 

this financial plan, that the full-time 11 

enrollment in the school is calculated in 12 

terms of full-time equivalent, FTE students, 13 

and not by headcount.  Isn't that a widely 14 

adopted method -- 15 

           MS. DWYER:  I would object.  16 

Again, the plan is not in the record.  That 17 

methodology is not what we're using.  We are 18 

using what is proposed in the campus plan that 19 

we filed. 20 

           MR. HINES:  My question is is not 21 

that methodology widely adopted not only by 22 
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Georgetown University but by other 1 

universities? 2 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  There are 3 

different methodologies adopted for different 4 

purposes.  That is one that would give us 5 

numbers that would look smaller.  It would 6 

also treat part-time students -- 7 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Is that a question 8 

you're getting ready to ask? 9 

           MR. HINES:  Yes.  And that would 10 

also treat part-time students as a 11 

proportional student as opposed to a full 12 

student.  Isn't that correct? 13 

           DR. O'DONNELL:  Correct.  That's 14 

why I say it would make our numbers look 15 

smaller. 16 

           MR. HINES:  Okay.  My questions 17 

now are addressed to Mr. Smart. 18 

           Mr. Smart, are you currently 19 

employed by Georgetown University and, if so, 20 

in what capacity? 21 

           MR. SMART:  I'm just under 22 
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consultant services. 1 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Turn your 2 

microphone on. 3 

           MR. SMART:  I did.  Can you hear 4 

me?  Consultant services. 5 

           MR. HINES:  Your CV states that 6 

you are currently affiliated with the Real 7 

Estate Graduate Studies Program at Georgetown 8 

University. 9 

           MR. SMART:  That's correct. 10 

           MR. HINES:  Is that correct?  Is 11 

that a paid position? 12 

           MR. SMART:  I am not currently 13 

paid, no.  I haven't been. 14 

           MR. HINES:  Is it correct to say 15 

that your report deals with a potential number 16 

of new graduate students living in West 17 

Georgetown and Burlieth if the campus plan as 18 

filed were approved and the relationship 19 

between graduate housing and property values? 20 

           MR. SMART:  Yes. 21 

           MR. HINES:  You did not analyze, 22 
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therefore, the impact of existing 1 

undergraduate housing in Burlieth or West 2 

Georgetown? 3 

           MR. SMART:  Correct. 4 

           MR. HINES:  You also didn't 5 

consider the large number of medical students 6 

already housed in those communities? 7 

           MR. SMART:  Correct. 8 

           MR. HINES:  You also assumed, did 9 

you not, that the new graduate housing in 10 

Burlieth and West Georgetown would only be 11 

driven by a proposed, or whatever the proposed 12 

increase is, in graduate enrollment? 13 

           MR. SMART:  Correct. 14 

           MR. HINES:  So you didn't factor 15 

in the possibility that some of the 6,000 16 

graduate students currently housed off campus 17 

might decide to move to those neighborhoods? 18 

           MR. SMART:  We factored for that 19 

as an existing condition. 20 

           MR. HINES:  Could you explain 21 

that? 22 
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           MR. SMART:  Yes.  We looked at the 1 

historical residency for existing students 2 

over the past 10 years and that's an 3 

established trend.  Even if there was no 4 

change in graduate student enrollment, we 5 

would anticipate that would continue and so I 6 

believe we factored for it. 7 

           MR. HINES:  Are you aware that 8 

Georgetown University did a survey of its 9 

students and found that some of them -- of its 10 

graduate students and found that a significant 11 

percentage of them would like to move closer 12 

to the University? 13 

           MR. SMART:  I think you'll have to 14 

clarify. 15 

           MR. HINES:  Are you familiar with 16 

the fact that Georgetown University did a 17 

survey of its graduate students and found that 18 

a significant percentage would like to move 19 

closer to the University?  Is that something 20 

you're familiar with? 21 

           MR. SMART:  I have looked at a 22 
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variety of documents.  I can't speak to that 1 

one specifically. 2 

           MR. HINES:  Mr. Smart, the 3 

prehearing submission of the University at 4 

page 8 states that enrolling more graduate 5 

students in continuing studies -- excuse me, 6 

enrolling more graduate students and 7 

continuing studies students should not result 8 

in more Georgetown students living in the 9 

surrounding neighborhood.  That statement is 10 

not supported by your report.  Is it? 11 

           MR. SMART:  I'm not sure which 12 

statement you're drawing from.  Could you 13 

restate the question? 14 

           MR. HINES:  Yes.  In the 15 

prehearing submission of the University at 16 

page 8 there is a statement just before 17 

subheading 2, "Accordingly, based on 18 

historical evidence, the demographic 19 

characteristics of the student population 20 

targeted for growth and local real estate 21 

market factors, enrolling more graduate and 22 
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continuing study students should not result in 1 

more Georgetown students living in the 2 

surrounding neighborhoods." 3 

           MR. SMART:  I'm sorry.  You're 4 

reporting our report? 5 

           MR. HINES:  I'm reading a 6 

prehearing submission made by the University.  7 

I'm just asking you just to clarify that 8 

statement is not supported by your report. 9 

           MS. DWYER:  I think -- 10 

           MR. SMART:  What is the context in 11 

which you are referring?  I'm sorry.  I've got 12 

the prehearing here.  Which tab is it under? 13 

           MS. DWYER:  I think that is  14 

beyond -- 15 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Hold on.  It's 16 

actually in front of Tab A on page 8.  What 17 

he's asking you is is that statement 18 

substantiated in your report.  I think you can 19 

answer that. 20 

           MR. SMART:  I just wanted to 21 

understand the context, sir. 22 
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           MR. HINES:  Sure. 1 

           MR. SMART:  All right.  Sorry 2 

again. 3 

           MR. HINES:  There is a statement 4 

made here and let me just rephrase the 5 

question.  Does not your report indicate that 6 

enrolling more graduate and continuing study 7 

students would result in more Georgetown 8 

students living in the surrounding 9 

neighborhoods? 10 

           MR. SMART:  Yes, it does. 11 

           MR. HINES:  Thank you.  12 

Approximately how many students do you come up 13 

with?  Let me rephrase that.  How many houses 14 

did you come up with? 15 

           MR. SMART:  Let me clarify.  We're 16 

talking 967 students? 17 

           MR. HINES:  It's unclear to me 18 

what we're talking about. 19 

           MS. DWYER:  Yes, we're talking 967 20 

students.  Yes.  21 

           MR. SMART:  Okay.  I want to couch 22 
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my response a little bit here.  We also 1 

prepared our report based on the larger prior 2 

numbers of 2,100 in great detail if you looked 3 

at Exhibit I.  What we attempted to do since 4 

the most recent adjustment proposed to 5 

bringing that down to 967 is we tried to 6 

correlate our prior work with what would be 7 

now implied.   8 

           I can speak authoratively to 2,100 9 

and I can speak proportionally to 967.  I'll 10 

go back to the slide that we presented in the 11 

testimony earlier.  If we take slightly less 12 

than 4 percent of the 967 graduate school 13 

students, that translates into around 39.   14 

           If you take exactly 4 percent, 15 

it's actually 3.6 percent, so it's 36 to 37 16 

students which would reside in Burlieth and 17 

West Georgetown.  That translates into, again, 18 

if I take the proportions we developed before 19 

for the higher number into the current number, 20 

that would translate into a different grouping 21 

of residency types so addresses -- I'm doing 22 
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this right off the top here but address would 1 

be 50 percent of them of that 38, let's say.  2 

           Nineteen would be only one 3 

graduate, only one student living there.  When 4 

you take together the other 19, there would be 5 

five to six, if you will, additional residents 6 

in that case comprised where there is more 7 

than one graduate student in that -- comprised 8 

in that residence. 9 

           MS. DWYER:  And that would be over 10 

a 10-year period? 11 

           MR. SMART:  Ten-year period, yes.I 12 

           MR. HINES:  If a block has a high 13 

concentration of undergraduate housing 14 

already, is it not likely that adding more 15 

graduate rental houses would have an 16 

incremental adverse affect on the neighborhood 17 

and on property values? 18 

           MR. SMART:  No. 19 

           MR. HINES:  Could you explain 20 

that? 21 

           MR. SMART:  Three-fold.  Graduate 22 
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students are selective with respect to where 1 

they live so it's hypothetical to say they 2 

would choose to live necessarily on a block 3 

that had predominately undergraduates on it.  4 

           To put that aside, the evidence 5 

that we've seen is the graduate students do 6 

select and prefer for many reasons to have 7 

accommodations which are commensurate with 8 

where they are in their life so they don't 9 

seek either undergraduate residences 10 

necessarily by choice or homes that might be 11 

in a situation where -- in an environment they 12 

don't want to be part of.   13 

           Again, they may or may not be on 14 

that street but if they are on that street, 15 

they want the street to be nice for them.  16 

It's sort of regardless of whether there's 17 

undergraduates or not. 18 

           MR. HINES:  And the environment 19 

they would want to avoid is a block with a lot 20 

of undergraduates on it.  Is that correct? 21 

           MR. SMART:  No, I'm not saying 22 
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that.l 1 

           MR. HINES:  I thought that you 2 

were saying that. 3 

           MR. SMART:  No.  I'm saying they 4 

are selective about the homes that they choose 5 

to live in and I was guarded in saying that.  6 

Granted I was choosing my words but I'm not 7 

making the association that they wouldn't be 8 

on a street with undergraduates.  Your 9 

question, I believe, was how would it impact  10 

-- would you restate your question? 11 

           MR. HINES:  Let me move on because 12 

we're short on time.  Your analysis did find 13 

a negative impact on sale prices for non- 14 

student residences adjacent to graduate houses 15 

in Burlieth.  Did it not?  With some 16 

exceptions.  17 

           MR. SMART:  We found -- 18 

           MR. HINES:  This is point 8. 19 

           MR. SMART:  Yes.  There was in 20 

some cases, yes. 21 

           MR. HINES:  Are you aware that 22 
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some of the exceptions that you pointed out 1 

which involved the highest sales prices in 2 

Burlieth were purchased by parents of GU 3 

students? 4 

           MR. SMART:  No.  5 

           MR. HINES:  Do not parent 6 

investors who purchase houses for their sons 7 

and daughters to live in and to have other 8 

students join them in living there, doesn't 9 

that undercut your conclusion that investors 10 

would not purchase houses for students in 11 

Burlieth? 12 

           MS. DWYER:  I would object.  That 13 

assumes that, in fact, these were homes 14 

purchased by parents which we do not know.  15 

It's not on the record.  This witness has 16 

testified that he has no knowledge of it so 17 

there's no -- 18 

           MR. HINES:  If it turned out that 19 

was the case, would that undercut your 20 

assumptions about investor's willingness to 21 

purchase property? 22 
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           MR. SMART:  My response would be 1 

that the parents who can afford to send their 2 

students to Georgetown and buy those homes are 3 

very astute investors. 4 

           MR. HINES:  There you go.  During 5 

your survey did you find very few poorly 6 

maintained undergraduate student rentals?  You 7 

make a reference to that. 8 

           MR. SMART:   Graduate student 9 

rentals? 10 

           MR. HINES:  Undergraduate student 11 

rentals. 12 

           MR. SMART:  We didn't specifically 13 

look at undergraduate student rentals. 14 

           MR. HINES:  But on point 9 at the 15 

top of page 3 of your report you make a 16 

reference to finding some poorly maintained 17 

undergraduate student rentals. 18 

           MR. SMART:  Let me just check what 19 

we said here.  We had tracked addresses when 20 

we were looking at the graduate student 21 

residences.  We also knew of the homes where 22 
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undergraduates -- there was a graduate with 1 

the undergraduates so we had some knowledge 2 

with respect to some of the homes.   3 

           The answer would be we observed 4 

different conditions under different 5 

circumstances.  I think as other points are 6 

listed on page 9 of -- excuse me, page 10 of 7 

the submission, there was a whole range of 8 

types of homes that constituted, let's say, 9 

less well kept environments. 10 

           MR. HINES:  Would you agree with 11 

me that when you are dealing with a graduate 12 

body of some 6,000 students, 6,000 graduate 13 

students, which the University projects to 14 

increase by somewhere around a thousand 15 

students, and an undergraduate off-campus 16 

count of somewhere between a thousand and 17 

1,200 depending on whether it's Spring or 18 

Fall, would you agree with those kind of 19 

numbers out there that it is not really 20 

possible to actually predict housing patterns 21 

in West Georgetown and Burlieth 10 years from 22 
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now? 1 

           MR. SMART:  I would respond we've 2 

looked at the patterns from the past and we 3 

try and learn from historical trends.  We try 4 

and condition those against the particular 5 

subset of consumer that you're including a 6 

whole bunch of in there.   7 

           I don't think it's unreasonable to 8 

make a projection based on those two 9 

qualifications, historical trends and what is 10 

both intrinsic and what is supported by 11 

empirical evidence as to the snapshot 12 

characteristics of those consumers today. 13 

           MR. HINES:  Was Lewis Bolan a 14 

founder of your firm? 15 

           MR. SMART:  No, we were joint 16 

founders. 17 

           MR. HINES:  Okay.  Is he still 18 

active with the firm? 19 

           MR. SMART:  He's deceased. 20 

           MR. HINES:  Are you aware he 21 

testified here in June of 2000 concerning the 22 
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2000 campus plan? 1 

           MR. SMART:  Yes. 2 

           MR. HINES:  Are you familiar with 3 

his testimony? 4 

           MR. SMART:  I've read his 5 

testimony. 6 

           MR. HINES:  He made some 7 

predictions there about what would happen 8 

after the construction of the Southwest Quad.  9 

Specifically, he said that there are around 10 

180 group houses and that he predicted that 11 

would be reduced to around 36.  Do you recall 12 

that testimony? 13 

           MR. SMART:  I've read the 14 

testimony. 15 

           MR. HINES:  Do you recall that he 16 

made a prediction that the number of group 17 

rental houses would go down following the 18 

Southwest Quad? 19 

           MR. SMART:  It's recorded in the 20 

testimony, yes. 21 

           MR. HINES:  And that didn't 22 
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happen.  Did it? 1 

           MR. SMART:  I haven't studied it. 2 

           MS. DWYER:  Mr. Chairman, I would 3 

object.  First of all, this witness did not 4 

testify on the 2000 campus plan and is not Lew 5 

Bolan.   6 

           I think Mr. Smart has made clear 7 

that the whole focus is his analysis was 8 

looking at the only area of growth which is 9 

graduate students.  He didn't look at 10 

undergraduate and he didn't look at the med 11 

students because there's no growth projected 12 

in either of those categories over the next 10 13 

years. 14 

           MR. HINES:  I just asked him if he 15 

reviewed the testimony. 16 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let me say this, 17 

Mr. Hines.  I'm going to uphold that 18 

objection. 19 

           MR. HINES:  Okay.  And I've 20 

finished my questions. 21 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, I was going to 22 
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give you 30 more minutes.  Okay.  Good.  All 1 

right.  Okay.  So we will again as stated -- 2 

thank you, Mr. Hines.  We will start with Mr. 3 

Altemus and Mr. Avery on May 12th at 6:30.  4 

Counsel Member Cheh is expected to join us. 5 

Whenever she comes we will stop wherever we 6 

are and hear her testimony. 7 

           MS. SCHELLIN:  Chairman Hood, 8 

before everyone leaves, I would ask that if 9 

anyone moved any chairs, if they would please 10 

put them back where they got them from.  If 11 

you moved any, please put them back. 12 

           CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  This 13 

hearing will be continued on May 12th.  Have 14 

a nice evening. 15 

           (Whereupon, at 11:01 p.m. the 16 

hearing was adjourned.) 17 
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